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City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1)

|

T. Name of Bullding or Site

(1) Common ‘ (2) Historic (if applicable)
Chi Omega Annex John J. Suhr House

o A ot Py e e el s B v » e A
me et e s e i

IT. location ‘ _ N

(1) Street Address {(2) Ward (available @ City Clerk}
121 Langdon Street ‘ Eighth

T T R S R - — . ———

11X, Classificsation

(1) Type of Property {building, monument, park, etc.)

Building
(2) Zosing Distyrict | {3) Present Use
gmgwmmggm@mw4 _ N Multiple-unit dwelling

1V, Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office)
N (1) Name(s)

Chi Omege Chepter House Association

(2) Street Address . {3) Telephone Number
121 Langdon Streetb |

V. Legal Description (available at City Assessor's office)

(1) Parcel Number 1 {(2) Legal Description: Orig. Plat,
SWw 12 ft., of KW ft., of Lot 8, all
0709~1lil=1103-1 SF Lot 7. Sroew 63 o O DoF B 81
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Vi. Condlition of Property

(1} Physical Condition {(excellent, goodg fair, deteriorated, ruins)

~ Excellent _ ,
{2) Altered or Unalteved? {3) Moved or Original Site?
81ightly altered roof. Original Site

{4y Wall Construction
Brick

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 woxds).




City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2)

V1.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and
Appearance: : '

The style of the Suhr house is French Victorian. The
distinguishing feature of this style as exemplified by the Suhr house
is a mansard rodf pierced by ornamental dormer windows. The guhr
house is a2 brick two-story residence with a stone foundation. The
‘shingled mansard roof 1s pierced by both an ornamental dormer: window
to one side and a round windew in the center, A tower that projects
from the mass of the building is set off-center and is topped by
symERgIrdtraeeetyand cast-iron cresting, A dormer window 1s also
part of the tower de$ign, Palred brackets appear under the eaves
of the roof but do not occeur in amiddle rzzepxxmi sectlon bedtween
the tower and & projecting bay of the building oh the west, The
roof though has been altered. It is not the same mangard roof that
originally topped the building. The principal features and placement
of the windows, however, remained the same. The projectich of the
tower element breaks inthe plane of the facade EEXKEEXNWXXE aS does
a slightly protruding bay on the west. The prominent elements 1in
that are the windows -- a bay windew in the first story and two
windows separated by a band of bricks 1n the second story and
shaded by a pedimented projectlon supported by columns~like wood
members., A one-story wpod porch with Ionic pollars graces the front
of the house. The p#iginal wood railing on top of the dorch has
been removed. The window treatment varies from squared headed
windows th an arched variety to completely rrpound ones. The long
windows in the first story at the front are headed by decorative
leaded glass. The motif of the porch pillars is repeated 1in the
columns flanking doorway.




City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3}
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V1I. Significance

(1) Original Owner _ (2) Original Use
John J, Suhr Resgidence
(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style

John Nader Trénch Victorian

(5)

Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used

18831885

(7)

On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words,

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used

=

1.

1X,

Madison 8treet Dlrectories.

Wisconsin Wecrology.

Hadison Tax Assessment Records,

merican Fxchange Bank 100th anniversary publication. 1971,

Peat, Iy Indlana Houses of the 1Yth Century.

Form Prepared By:

(1)

Name and Title

Marsha Peters

(2)

Organization Represented (if any)

Citizens Resource Committbee

(3)

Address (4) Telephone Number
115 Wisconsin Ave. 256-50l7

(3)

Date Nomination Form Was Prepared
3/1/72




| VIi.(?) Significance of Nominated Property and.Coﬁformaﬁce'to

City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4)

Designation Criteria:

The &mporpance of the Suhr house is both architectual and
historical. Architecnurally“ﬁs one the few examples of the
French Victorian mbde of bullding in Madison. Andy it ls an
elegant representative of that style,

The house was built by John J, Suhr, a German dmmigrant
who came to Madison in 1856 and founded what today is the American
Exchange Bank, By 1871 Suhr had recognized that %banking institution
was needed to serve the wants of the »:: immigrant population.

He established the German Bank in Madison, It later was renamed
the American Exchange Bank and today is still 1in famlly hands.
Suhr was a prominent enough citizen in Madisoh that in 1885 he
welcomed President Grover Cleveland to his house, The Suhr family
established close céntacts with other prominent MAdison famlllies.
Suhr's daughter Bertha married William J, Hobbins and thus also
became related to the Mears family through her husband. The Hobbins
family resided at 114 W. Gilman and the Mears at 410 N. Carroll.
Thue amother link was established in the network of soclal and
family relationships that distinguished the Gilman-Langdon
neighborhood in the nineteenth afd early twenthieth centuries.

_ John J. Suhr like-Timothy Brown and Napgleon Bonaparte
Van Slyke is anotker self-made Madison entrepréﬁr who made 1t to the
top of the social and economic heap, built an éiegant home, and gave
credence to the idea &f the "American Dream." His house 1is a fine
representatlive of anii era in MAdison's history and its
presérvation as a landmark is imporiant.




