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DCF Announces Application Deadline Extension for Summer EBT Program 
Application deadline is now 5 p.m. on October 15 

 
Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF) is extending the application deadline for the 
2024 Summer EBT program, a new federal program designed to help eligible families offset some of the costs of buying 
food for their school-aged children during the summer.  
 
Summer EBT, also known as SUN Bucks in other states, is a partnership between DCF, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, and the Kansas Department of Education. The program provides families a one-
time installment of $120 per each eligible school-aged child to buy groceries over the summer. Applications will be 
accepted through the DCF online self-service portal, dcfapp.kees.ks.gov, until 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. 
Families will need to use their existing account through the DCF self-service portal or create an account to apply. 
  
Since July 2024, about 117,200 students have received the one-time $120 Summer EBT benefit through an auto-issuance, 
and DCF has received more than 2,000 applications. For families with children receiving food assistance, Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and/or foster care benefits, the Summer EBT benefit was automatically added to 
existing households’ Kansas Benefits Cards (also known as an EBT card) or loaded onto a Kansas Benefits Card and 
mailed to the home. DCF estimates there could be more than 100,000 children who did not automatically receive the 
benefit but may be eligible.  
 
Eligibility: 
Children may be eligible for the program if: 

• The child attended a Kansas school offering the National School Lunch or School Breakfast Program, and the 
household income met the requirements for free or reduced-price school meals at any point during the 2023-24 
school year. 

Or  
• the school-aged child (7-17 years old) received food assistance, TANF, and/or foster care benefits at any point 

during the 2023-24 school year. (Summer EBT benefits were auto-issued to these households in July 2024.) 
 

“While Summer EBT is intended to help offset the cost of food during summer break when kids don’t have access to the 
free or reduced-price meals they get at school, even with children already back in class the program can still provide 
families with a little extra help in putting food on their tables,” said DCF Secretary Laura Howard. “We hope that by 
extending the application deadline, more families with eligible children will have the opportunity to apply for this year’s 
Summer EBT benefit.” 

https://www.dcfapp.kees.ks.gov/apspssp/sspNonMed.portal


 
 
Application: 
Families with children who did not receive the Summer EBT benefit by the end of July 2024 should apply through the 
online self-service portal, dcfapp.kees.ks.gov. The application deadline is 5 p.m. on Oct. 15, 2024. 
 
Learn more about the Summer EBT program at dcf.ks.gov.  
 

### 
 
The Kansas Department for Children and Families’ (DCF) mission is to protect children, strengthen families, and promote adult self-sufficiency. DCF’s more than 35 
service centers across the state offer a wide range of support services, including food, utility, child care assistance, child support services, and employment education 
and training. DCF also partners with grantees to provide foster care services to children, including case planning, placement, life skills, and foster parent recruitment 
and training. DCF partners with organizations, communities, and other agencies to support families, children, and vulnerable adults, connecting them with resources, 
supports, and networks in their home communities. 
 

https://www.dcfapp.kees.ks.gov/apspssp/sspNonMed.portal
https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/Food/SummerEBT.aspx

