DENVER'S

The Transitway/Mall
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THE TRANSITWAY/MALL

~ PURPOSE OF THE MALL:
- 1. Lessen traffic congestion in the downtown

: ... 2. Provide more efficient bus service to city and
~ suburban neighborhoods
3. Create a new pedestrian environment in the
- downtown —a place for people.

“The proposal has been developed in response
to a need to reduce bus congestion along 16th

of transportation services throughout the

six county district, according to [RTD Board
Chairman John] Crowley. ‘Even with exclusive
bus lanes in use during peak hours, congestion
is so severe that buses move more slowly
than the average person walks' he said. With
the implementation of the transitway, and the
accompanying efficiency in routing of express
buses, more buses will be available for use in
productive service . ..”

“The plan provides a full complement of new
lighting, benches, fountains, shelters, and
other amenities. But here we have stopped,

for the plan by choice is a simple one. It is a
framework and setting for both the present
and future. Filling it initially with an array of
podia, playgrounds, or other fixed objects would
preempt opportunities for creating new things

=y (ater on. Ample space is provided for sidewalk
&= cafes, kiosks, vending carts and displays which
can evolve into permanent elements or change
as different needs emerge”

Transitway Mall
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Timeline of Past Studies Key Conclusions Relevant to Current NEPA Study

(o) Objective: Provide transportation solution for growing population and commuting patterns
downtown.

Recommendation: Constructed the 16 Street Mall to provide more efficient bus service,
lessen congestion, and create a new pedestrian environment downtown.

Objective: Create a tool to guide future development for a livable, healthy, sustainable, and
vibrant downtown.

1977 I.M. Pei Report : :
I Recommendations: Conduct a study of Mall infrastructure to assess needs, and reconstruct
to meet the goals of sustainability, usability, and respect for the existing design.

1978 Environmental Assessment

1 Obijective: Provide land use recommendations and suggest ways to revitalize downtown.

@ 16th Street Mall Opens Recommendations: Focus development efforts on creating a mixed-use (residential, office
and hospitality space), pedestrian-friendly, civic, cultural, and residential urban village on
the Mall.

I 1986 Downtown Area Plan Objectives:

1987 A National Example of a Successful e Assess needs and condition of Mall infrastructure. Make recommendations for paver

+ Pedestrian/Transit System system, infrastructure, and urban design to meet goals of sustainability, usability, and

1 respect for existing design.
Re-evaluate Mall transit service in light of Downtown Circulator frequency, operation, and
technology.

Recommendations:

Paver system: Minimal repair in pedestrian areas, remove and rebuild in transitway.

Infrastructure and urban design: Repair and replace infrastructure and urban design
features as needed.

Transit technology: retain rubber tire bus system.

Objective: Provide feedback on components of paving system and maintenance records.

@ 1998 16th Street Initiative Report : . : :
Conduct a pilot repair project and observe performance of techniques.
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Recommendations: Spread out wheel loads from transit buses, use polymer admixture in
bed mortar, and use sanded epoxy mortar on surfaces.

@ 2002: Blueprint Denver
1 Objective: Rehabilitate and reconstruct elements of the Mall from Market Street to
Lawrence Street and from Court Place to Broadway, while retaining the character and
vitality of the Mall.

Recommendations: Rehabilitate portions of the Mall, using methods proven successful in
the 2011 pilot paver program. Rehabilitation included:

2004: Denver Union Station Master Plan
2005: Downtown Multi-Modal Access Plan

2007: Downtown Area Plan : -

. e Remove, clean, and reset pavers and improve sub-base; upgrade subsurface utilities;
2008: 16th Street Denver, Building on Success — rehabilitate fountains and lighting; replace failed trees; increase pedestrian safety at cross
2009: 16th Street Plan Phase 1: Tech. Assessment streets through bulb outs; provide new furnishings and refurbish existing furnishings; and
2010: 16th Street Plan Phase 2: Urban Design — upgrade wayfinding on the Mall.
2011: 16th Street Mall Pilot Repair Project ————— Recommendations were not implemented due to cost considerations.

2012: 30-year anniversary
1 2013: Categorical Exclusion for Transitway
Rehabilitation

Objective: Increase amount of people spending time on the Mall rather than moving

1 through it.
2015: 16th Street Mall “Small Steps to Big Change Recommendations: Test pilot programs and implement successful programs. Other specific
2015: 16th Street Mall Transitway Rehabilitation Stud recommendations: extend restaurant patio seating; consider preserving pavers in some
2016: Civic Center Transit District Plan areas and reinterpreting in others.

Objective: Evaluate alternative surface materials or treatments for the Mall transitway to
reduce safety issues and high maintenance costs of granite pavers and improve reliability of
Mall shuttle service.

Recommendations: No final recommendations for surface materials were made; the study
was stopped; and no Preferred Alternative was selected. A determination was made to

incorporate this effort into the broader study currently underway.
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