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1 National Park Service. Ste. Genevieve Final Special Resource Study and Environmental As-
sessment. 2016. 3. Accessed November 9, 2017. https://parkplanning.nps.gov/ 
documentsList.cfm?projectID=31496. 

115TH CONGRESS REPORT " ! HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 2d Session 115–540 

STE. GENEVIEVE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
ESTABLISHMENT ACT 

FEBRUARY 2, 2018.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah, from the Committee on Natural Resources, 
submitted the following 

R E P O R T 

[To accompany H.R. 2888] 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on Natural Resources, to whom was referred the 
bill (H.R. 2888) to establish the Ste. Genevieve National Historic 
Site in the State of Missouri, and for other purposes, having consid-
ered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommend that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of H.R. 2888 is to establish the Ste. Genevieve Na-
tional Historic Site in the State of Missouri. 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATION 

Ste. Genevieve was founded circa 1750 by French Canadian set-
tlers, most of whom came from earlier settlements just across the 
Mississippi in present-day Illinois. Though resources such as salt 
and lead attracted settlers to the west side of the Mississippi, the 
rich soil was the greatest draw. Ste. Genevieve was primarily an 
agricultural settlement, with free and enslaved residents working 
in the Grand Champ, or Common Field, a large area of privately 
held, long agricultural lots surrounded by one large fence.1 

After a series of floods, the most severe of which occurred in 
1785, the town was moved inland approximately three miles, to 
where it exists today. Residents continued to work the Common 
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2 Ibid., 1. 
3 Ibid., i. 

Field, which, though smaller, is still cultivated today. Ste. Gene-
vieve became a hub of trade, and following the Revolutionary War 
there was an influx of British Americans that intensified following 
the Louisiana Purchase, expanding the village. Ste. Genevieve re-
tains many of its historic buildings, landscapes, and community 
characteristics.2 

Ste. Genevieve is one of the oldest National Historic Landmark 
districts in the country. When a portion of the district was initially 
designated as such in 1960, it was recognized for the unique con-
centration of French vertical log architecture—the largest extant 
collection of this architecture in North America. The most notable 
feature of French vernacular log architecture is the use of logs 
vertically, rather than horizontally, as seen in buildings in the 
frontier settlements of people of other ethnic European extractions. 
With new research and an expanded understanding of French set-
tlement in the mid-Mississippi ‘‘Illinois Country,’’ additional re-
sources have been identified. The nationally significant district now 
encompasses much of the City of Ste. Genevieve, and agricultural 
landscapes and archeological sites in Ste. Genevieve County.3 

In 2009, under Public Law 109–319, Congress authorized the 
Ste. Genevieve Special Resource Study and Environmental Assess-
ment. The study concluded that the Ste. Genevieve district is na-
tionally significant and suitable, and that certain resources within 
the district are feasible and have a need for direct National Park 
Service (NPS) management. The proposed historic site includes a 
mix of privately and publicly-owned parcels. The State of Missouri 
owns many of those properties and could transfer them to NPS 
ownership by donation. Private properties may be acquired over 
time through donation or purchase from willing sellers as funding 
allows. 

The special resource study estimated the annual cost to operate 
the site would be $800,000 to $1.2 million per year, which is com-
parable to other national historic sites and parks. This operational 
budget would primarily fund a NPS staff of 6–12 Full Time Equiva-
lents for interpretive and educational programs, and outreach. The 
additional facilities and properties will increase park operational 
and maintenance costs, but the amount will depend on the number 
of facilities acquired and their condition. Additional funds for main-
tenance, repairs and capital improvements would be awarded 
through the NPS competitive process, subject to service-wide prior-
ities and the availability of appropriations. 

There is widespread support for the establishment of the Histor-
ical Park. Supporting organizations include: 

City of Ste. Genevieve 
County Commission of Ste. Genevieve 
Foundation for the Restoration of Ste. Genevieve 
Les Amis 
The Missouri Parks Association 
National Society Colonial Dames of America in the State of Mis-

souri 
New Bourbon Regional Port Authority 
Sierra Club (Eastern Missouri Group) 
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State Historical Society of Missouri 
Ste. Genevieve Chamber of Commerce 
Ste. Genevieve Downtown Renewal Project 
Ste. Genevieve Museum 
Ste. Genevieve Tourism Tax Commission. 
U.S. Senator Roy Blunt (R–MO) has introduced a Senate com-

panion bill, S. 1335. 

MAJOR PROVISIONS 

• Establishes the Ste. Genevieve National Historical Park as a 
unit of the National Park System. 

• Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to acquire lands lo-
cated within the boundary of the Historical Park or any nationally 
significant property identified in the special resource within the 
Historic District by donation, purchase with donated or appro-
priated funds, or exchange. 

• Requires the Secretary of the Interior to revise the boundaries 
of the Historical Park whenever properties within the Historic Dis-
trict are acquired. 

• Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to provide technical as-
sistance and enter into cooperative agreements with the owner of 
a nationally significant property within the Historical Park or the 
Historic District, to identify, mark, interpret, improve, and restore 
the property. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

H.R. 2888 was introduced on June 12, 2017, by Congressman 
Jason Smith (R–MO). The bill was referred to the Committee on 
Natural Resources, and within the Committee to the Subcommittee 
on Federal Lands. On November 15, 2017, the Subcommittee held 
a hearing on the legislation. On December 12, 2017, the Natural 
Resources Committee met to consider the bill. The Subcommittee 
was discharged by unanimous consent. No amendments were of-
fered and the bill was ordered favorably reported to the House of 
Representatives by unanimous consent on December 13, 2017. 

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Regarding clause 2(b)(1) of rule X and clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII 
of the Rules of the House of Representatives, the Committee on 
Natural Resources’ oversight findings and recommendations are re-
flected in the body of this report. 

COMPLIANCE WITH HOUSE RULE XIII AND CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET 
ACT 

1. Cost of Legislation and the Congressional Budget Act. With re-
spect to the requirements of clause 3(c)(2) and (3) of rule XIII of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives and sections 308(a) and 
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Committee has 
received the following estimate for the bill from the Director of the 
Congressional Budget Office: 
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U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 
Washington, DC, December 15, 2017. 

Hon. ROB BISHOP, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 2888, the Ste. Genevieve 
National Historical Park Establishment Act. 

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased 
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Janani Shankaran. 

Sincerely, 
KEITH HALL, 

Director. 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 2888—Ste. Genevieve National Historical Park Establishment 
Act 

H.R. 2888 would establish the Ste. Genevieve National Historical 
Park as a unit of the National Park System in the state of Mis-
souri. The bill would authorize the National Park Service (NPS) to 
acquire approximately 13 acres of land, including historic houses, 
for inclusion in the park by donation, exchange, or purchase. 

Once the necessary parcels of land are acquired, the NPS would 
be authorized to establish the park and would incur costs to oper-
ate and maintain the park’s properties and facilities. The bill would 
require the agency to develop a management plan for the park and 
would authorize the agency to provide interpretive tours and edu-
cational programs within the park. Finally, H.R. 2888 would au-
thorize the NPS to provide technical assistance and to enter into 
cooperative agreements with non-federal entities to preserve his-
torically significant property related to the park. 

Using information from the NPS and from local officials in Ste. 
Genevieve, Missouri, about the properties in question, CBO esti-
mates that acquiring the 13 acres of property would cost less than 
$500,000. CBO expects that the property owned by the state of 
Missouri would likely be donated to the NPS and property owned 
by private individuals would be purchased by the NPS with appro-
priated funds over the next five years. 

In addition, CBO estimates that the NPS would spend about $1 
million per year on maintenance and operating costs for the park 
once the properties are acquired. CBO estimates that implementing 
H.R. 2888 would cost $6 million over the 2018–2022 period; such 
spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds. 

Enacting H.R. 2888 would not affect direct spending or revenues; 
therefore, pay-as-you-go procedures do not apply. 

CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 2888 would not increase net 
direct spending or on-budget deficits in any of the four consecutive 
10-year periods beginning in 2028. 

H.R. 2888 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector man-
dates as defined in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Janani Shankaran. 
The estimate was approved by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy As-
sistant Director for Budget Analysis. 
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2. General Performance Goals and Objectives. As required by 
clause 3(c)(4) of rule XIII, the general performance goal or objective 
of this bill is to establish the Ste. Genevieve National Historic Site 
in the State of Missouri. 

EARMARK STATEMENT 

This bill does not contain any Congressional earmarks, limited 
tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined under clause 9(e), 
9(f), and 9(g) of rule XXI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. 

COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC LAW 104–4 

This bill contains no unfunded mandates. 

COMPLIANCE WITH H. RES. 5 

Directed Rule Making. This bill does not contain any directed 
rule makings. 

Duplication of Existing Programs. This bill does not establish or 
reauthorize a program of the federal government known to be du-
plicative of another program. Such program was not included in 
any report from the Government Accountability Office to Congress 
pursuant to section 21 of Public Law 111–139 or identified in the 
most recent Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance published pur-
suant to the Federal Program Information Act (Public Law 95–220, 
as amended by Public Law 98–169) as relating to other programs. 

PREEMPTION OF STATE, LOCAL OR TRIBAL LAW 

This bill is not intended to preempt any State, local or tribal law. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 

If enacted, this bill would make no changes to existing law. 

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:37 Feb 03, 2018 Jkt 079006 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6611 E:\HR\OC\HR540.XXX HR540



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-31T20:02:11-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




