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117TH CONGRESS REPT. 117–670 " ! HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 2d Session Part 1 

SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL HEALTH CONSORTIUM 
LAND TRANSFER ACT 

DECEMBER 30, 2022.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. GRIJALVA, from the Committee on Natural Resources, 
submitted the following 

R E P O R T 

[To accompany H.R. 442] 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on Natural Resources, to whom was referred the 
bill (H.R. 442) to provide for the conveyance of certain property to 
the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium located in Sitka, 
Alaska, and for other purposes, having considered the same, re-
ports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of H.R. 442 is to provide for the conveyance of cer-
tain property to the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium 
located in Sitka, Alaska. 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATION 

The Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium (SEARHC) is 
a non-profit health consortium that serves American Indians and 
Alaska Natives’ health interests and other residents in Southeast 
Alaska. SEARHC operates the Mount Edgecumbe Hospital, a 25- 
bed critical access facility located in Sitka, Alaska. The hospital 
provides comprehensive, holistic, and culturally sensitive surgical 
services focused on the multidisciplinary management of critically 
ill American Indian, Alaska Native, and Alaska resident patients. 
The facility was constructed towards the end of World War II and 
needed renovations due to its age and condition. 

To commence SEARHC’s Joint Venture Construction Project, 
which will modernize the facility, the Consortium must acquire 
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10.87 acres of land on the hospital’s campus owned by the Health 
and Human Services (HHS)—Indian Health Service (IHS). 
SEARHC has managed and maintained these acres, comprising 
two parcels, for over 20 years but does not currently hold title to 
them. 

H.R. 442 will facilitate this transfer by conveying the 10.87-acre 
parcel of land to SEARHC through warranty deed, which will give 
the Consortium title to the land clear of liens and encumbrances. 

On April 26, 2022, the House considered an amended version of 
H.R. 441 (also introduced by Representative Don Young) that com-
bined the texts of H.R. 441, H.R. 442, and H.R. 443 (also Rep. 
Young) into a single bill. By voice vote, the House agreed to sus-
pend the rules and pass the consolidated version of H.R. 441, in-
cluding the text of H.R. 442. 

On December 19, 2022, the Senate passed the consolidated 
version of H.R. 441, including the text of H.R. 442, without amend-
ment by unanimous consent. As of the drafting of this report, 
President Biden is expected to sign the bill into law. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

H.R. 442 was introduced on January 21, 2021, by Representative 
Don Young (R–AK). The bill was referred to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. Within the Natural Resources Committee, the bill was 
referred to the Subcommittee for Indigenous Peoples of the United 
States. On July 20, 2021, the Subcommittee held a hearing on the 
bill. On October 13, 2021, the Natural Resources Committee met 
to consider the bill. The Subcommittee was discharged by unani-
mous consent. The bill was adopted and ordered favorably reported 
to the House of Representatives by unanimous consent. 

HEARINGS 

For the purposes of clause 3(c)(6) of House rule XIII, the fol-
lowing hearing was used to develop or consider this measure: hear-
ing by the Subcommittee for Indigenous Peoples of the United 
States held on July 20, 2021. 

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Regarding clause 2(b)(1) of rule X and clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII 
of the Rules of the House of Representatives, the Committee on 
Natural Resources’ oversight findings and recommendations are re-
flected in the body of this report. 

COMPLIANCE WITH HOUSE RULE XIII AND CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET 
ACT 

1. Cost of Legislation and the Congressional Budget Act. With re-
spect to the requirements of clause 3(c)(2) and (3) of rule XIII of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives and sections 308(a) and 
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as well as clause 3(d) 
of rule XIII of the Rules of the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee has received the following estimate for the bill from the Di-
rector of the Congressional Budget Office: 
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H.R. 442 would authorize the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to convey a parcel of land in Sitka, Alaska, to the South-
east Alaska Regional Health Consortium (SARHC). The conveyance 
would be made by a warranty deed, which is a type of deed that 
guarantees a clear title to the new owner of the property. SARHC 
would not have to pay for the land. 

The Indian Self-Determination and Education Act (ISDEAA) al-
lows tribal entities to assume responsibility for providing health 
care services funded by the Indian Health Service (IHS). The 
SARHC is a nonprofit health care and social services corporation 
that operates facilities under the ISDEAA in communities through-
out Alaska. According to IHS, the SARHC currently does not pay 
rent or any other remuneration to IHS for the use of the land to 
be transferred. Consequently, CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 
442 would not affect direct spending or revenues and would have 
an insignificant effect on spending subject to appropriation for IHS 
staff to facilitate the land transfer. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Robert Stewart. The 
estimate was reviewed by Leo Lex, Deputy Director for Budget 
Analysis. 

2. General Performance Goals and Objectives. As required by 
clause 3(c)(4) of rule XIII, the general performance goals and objec-
tives of this bill are to provide for the conveyance of certain prop-
erty to the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium located 
in Sitka, Alaska. 

EARMARK STATEMENT 

This bill does not contain any Congressional earmarks, limited 
tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined under clause 9(e), 
9(f), and 9(g) of rule XXI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. 

UNFUNDED MANDATES REFORM ACT STATEMENT 

According to CBO, this bill contains no unfunded mandates as 
defined by the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act. 
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EXISTING PROGRAMS 

This bill does not establish or reauthorize a program of the fed-
eral government known to be duplicative of another program. 

APPLICABILITY TO LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

The Committee finds that the legislation does not relate to the 
terms and conditions of employment or access to public services or 
accommodations within the meaning of section 102(b)(3) of the Con-
gressional Accountability Act. 

PREEMPTION OF STATE, LOCAL, OR TRIBAL LAW 

Any preemptive effect of this bill over state, local, or tribal law 
is intended to be consistent with the bill’s purposes and text and 
the Supremacy Clause of Article VI of the U.S. Constitution. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 

If enacted, this bill would make no changes to existing law. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL, MINORITY, ADDITIONAL, OR DISSENTING VIEWS 

None. 

Æ 
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