i
|
|
i

— .~ N . . A LT me—n -
DJ 166-012-3 BEC ¢ (97} \_

¥Mr, Richard Kilboume
District Attormey

26th Judicial Ubistrict
Clinton, Louisiana 70722

ear Hr, Wilbourne:

This is in reference to the redistricting
plan for East Feliclana Parish submitted by you
to the Attorney Genmeral by letter of October 26,
1971. ¥

Gur anclysis and review of the plan submitted
reveal aspects of the reapportionment which make it
impossibple for the Attovmey Genersl to reach a deter-
wination that the plan does not heve a discriminatory
purpote or effect. A swmell porticn of District }
in the proposed plen is non-contiguous with and
located some distence from the rest of District 1
and is virtually surrounded by District 2. This
small encleve 1is approximstely 95% white whereas the
rest of the district is epproximately 70% black. As
the holding of the Suprewe Court in Comillion v.
Lizhtfoot, 304 U.S. 339 (1960), suyzests, the voting
rights of 2 raciel minority cen be infrimzed by
drewing odd=ghaped voting districts in which, in
view of available altermatives, the votimy strength
of that group is affected. It appears thet the resppor-
ticument here could have been accomplished in & manner
which would heve avoided the effect of adversely
affecting the Nepro votiny strength im the area
involved.
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For the foveygoins veasen I must, on behalf of
\tcoraey wenexal, object to the proposed plam,
T puld 1ike to 2dd that the Votinz Rights
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s seexing spproval of z2il chenges affecting
b4 t&e United States Listrict Court for the

clumbia irvespective of whether the
usly nas been submltted to the Actorney

clan is oroposed, it will receive
S5incerely,
DAVID L. HOBRMAN

ssistant Attormey General
Civil Rights Division




