
I E I r .  E i - ~ l s s tI. S a l a t i c h  

A s s i stcult C i t y  Z ~ t t o r n e y  

C i t y  of ?ies.?Or leans  

Dcpar o f  Law 

ITew O r 1cans, L o u i s i a n a  70112 


. Dear Lir. Salatich: 

';'his i s  i n  refcrcnce to. t i le five p o l l i n g  P l c ~ ec!langes 

Eor the  C i t y  of  i lew Orleans, s u h n i t t e d  by your Le-t-tcr 

f.2rcl.r 21 ,  ' 1 9 7 5  (pos%::nr?zcd I3arch 30, 197S)  t o  khe -".'itorney 

Gcneral pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of t h e  Voting E i g h t s  A c t  of  

19GS, ns mended. Y o u  submission v7as receivccl on A p r i l  3, 

1878. 
 I 

K i t h  regard to tile p o l l i n g  place  chanycs f o r  \~ inrd3 ,  

P r e c i n c t  12 ;  Nard 1 2 ,  P x c c i n c t  12; Psard 1 4 ,  P r c c i n c t  4 ;  2nd 

Kard 7, P r e c i n c t  2 2  the'A-ktorney General does n o t  in terpose 

any objcctioi~s- to  thz cIlanc!cs i n  ques t ion .  JTowcvcr, we feel 

, aresponsibility to p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  Sec t ion  5 of the Voting 
R i g h t s  A c t  cxr,rcssly D ~ O V ~ C ~ ~ Sthz t  tLs fnilure .of t k  r'.,ttorncy 

General t o ' o b j c c k  does  n o t  bar any subsequent j u d i c i a l  a c t i o n  

t o  e n j o i n  t h e  c :n2orcc~cn t  of  such changes. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  as 

a u t h o r i z e d  by S e c t i o n  5 ,  the Attorney General reserves the 

r i g h t  KO r e e x m i n e  t h i s  submission i f  aclclitional i n f o m z t i o n  

tha t  would o t h c m i s e  r e q u i r e  an o b j e c t i o n  conies t o  h i s  

a t t e n t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  rcmninZer 02 t h e  sixty-clay period. 


With r e g a r d  t o  the p o l l i n 9  p l a c e  change £or Nard 7 ,  
P r e c i n c t  6 ,  we are unab le  t o  concludo 'sllat t h o  change clocs 
n o t  Ilava a p r o h i b i t e d  d i s c r i r t ~ i n a t o r y  effect. ' V 7 e  have given 
careful c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  the mater ia l  which you provided, as 
well as i n f o m t i o n  and coir~xents fror.1 other i n t e r e s t e d  par t ies .  
At t i le  outset'ore l lotc  t h a t  %he p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  here unclcr 
submission appear t o  be p z r t . of n r e c u r r i n g  pa-:tern of 
po l l ing  p l a c e  cllLmgcs in i<ew Orleans j u s t  prior t o  e lec t ions  
and, i n  fact, t h i s  s ~ & m i s s i o n  rcaclled u s  two ciays 
a f t e r  t h e  change in q u e s t i o n  TJas i np lenen ted  d u r i n g  
tho Z q J r i l  1, 19713, e iec . t ion .  VJlus, i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  w e  
have sorce ev idence  of z c t u a l  xather than just potential effect-
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liccordin9 t o  o u r  iz ,?ornnt ior . ,  on il-rch 1 7 ,  1378 ,  

thc palling plncc f o r  Precinct G \?as chaayccl Froa thc  I l o r ~ c  

of l.Ir, t 1-Us. D c s J 7 i c j r . c ~ to thc I t ivcr  rrcdcrick ::lcnentnry 

School  which is locatcd i n  another precinct k r l l i c h  is n o t  

conkiyuous with T r c c i n c t  6. About 3 2  per-cent: of t h e  


.LUC-.  A b Lregistel-cd vckcrs of  Prcci~ct6 are r;lacrf. T i l e r e  is c ~ ; ~ - ; - - n  
that a l t i l ~ u g i ll i r. Desbigncs had rec;-ucstcd, i n  October  1977, 
v h a t  a n e w  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  f o r  Pj:ecinct 6 bc sol-ectod, the 
new polling piace w a s  n o t  ohtaincd u n t i l  fouxteen  Gays Gzzorc 
t h e  runof f  s ~ e c i a le l e c t i o n  for t h e  r o u r t h  Scnn to r i a l  S ~ i s t r i c k .  

In a d d i t i o n ,  there i s  cvidcnce that t h e  procedures 

f o r  n o t i f y i n g  v o t c r s  of changed p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  


' 

your  let ter  of  suhmiss i o n  efcre  n o t  ; T o ? l o :  C U R  the  
A p r i l  1 e l e c k i o n .  I'or i n s t a n c e ,  w e  hzve - h e n  aclvised that 
ac?vcrtisements placed i n  the ciaily ncwsga?cr I-I_~ t o  i . I ~ r c h30 
c o n t a i n s d  the  adGrcss of the olci poll.Fng p l a c e  Por Z r e c i n c t  G 
and t h a t  on ';he day p r i o r  t o  the e l e c t i o n ,  2s  e ? c l l  2 s  on 
the clay of'the election, the p o l l i n g  p l a c e  though l i s t e d  
w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t  crdciress had an i i ~ c o r r e c t  nmlc of  t h e  school.  
F u r t h e r ,  it appears  t h a t  t he  s i g n  pos ted  a t  the 01cl p o l l i n g  
place was rrot conparable  iio t h e  sample sd-~ni t tedt o  US on 
October 2 9 ,  1373 ,  an5 d i d  n o t  adequa te ly  d i r e c t  voters  t o  
t h e  new p o l l i n g  p lace .  

Lastly, w e  un3erstancl t h a t  the new p o l l i n g  ?lace i s  

l o c a t e d  approximately 15  b locks  from the o l d  2 o l l i n g  p lace ,  

,thatv o t c r s ,  marly o-E w11orn ~ : ~ i l l d 
are c l c e r l y ,  have t o  c r o s s  
zn i n t e r s t a t e  iligllway ar,prozirnately 170 f e e t  tiicle 'LO reach 
t h e  new p o l l i n g  p l a c e ,  and t h a t  many vokers do n o t  have 
automobi les  and no convcnicrit p u l ~ l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  between P r e c i n c t  G aild t h e  Kiver Frederick scllool. 
W e  are advised that as a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a nu.&sr of 
b l a c k  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  orho vrould o t h c ~ ~ 2 l i s e  have votsd were 

unzb le  to v o t e  i n  the Kpri l  1, 1978, e l e c t i o : ~ ,  


Uader t h e s e  ~ i r c ~ s t a n c e s ,  unable  t o  concludeI c a m  
t h a t  t h e  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  change f o r  Piard 7 ,  Prcciz?.ct C. docs n o t  
a d v e r s e l y  affect r;:inority p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t i le 
e l e c t i o n  proccss .  For  t h a t  reason,  I cust, on behalf of 
t h e  Attorney Genera l ,  i n t e r p o s e  an objection t o  the change i i l  

p o l l i n g  p l a c e . f o r  F7ard 7 ,  P r e c i n c t  6. 

Of, c o u r s e ,  as proviCeC by S e c t i o n  5 of t h n  V o t i n s  

Rights Act,  you have the r i g h t  to seck n d e c l a r a t o r y  

judgv.ent fron -the Uilited Staircs D i s t r i c t  C o a r t  f o r  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  of Colunbia ';hat this change has n c i t h c r  t h e  
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purpose nQrvrj . l . 1  have the c.r'fcc.t G C  clenyincj o r  abridc:ing 
kkic r ir j1i . t  to y.~oLc02 accol-lnt'of race .or color. Ir, c?,<lclition, 
the Proczduzns for the Ac~..:.r.unistrationoE Scc'iion 5 (:?a C.F.;:. 
51,21(b) and (c) , 51.23, and 5 1 - 2 4 )  pcry?.it you to re,zuest 
t h e  Iqi:torn5y Genera l  to reconsider the objcckion. I:otrcvcr, 
u n t i l  tire ODjcction i s  ;.rii5cl~z.~a1or the juclqr:;cnt fror.1 the  
n i s t r i c t  of Co1.iu:ri~i.aCourt o h ~ ~ i a c c l ,the cfZccir or' tile 
objec t ion  by 'che ?\Ltor~?eyGcneral is to r!ah t h e  po l l i ng  
;=lac3c l ~ . c ~ ~ ~ ~ c!.:zrd 7, Fj:ccinct C lcsc7.11y unclzfcrr=ezl>le.:or 

DQC t o  tile pencling litigation concerning this c!ralzgc, 
i;ouis C1.1.c\..rbon?ct I ~ I ,ck-al. v. F:enry

-.----- - Y. l'irn?.c;l, IV, ct 21.---r- --'-.-I 

C.i\. iio, 7s-1231: (i:.i?. La. ) , rrc are sentl ing corlcs of Ulis 
letkcr to t h e  Court and to couasel :or t f i c  gla in -k i fZ .  

Sincerely, 


1-~ rcwS ,  gays 111 
I ~ s s i s t a n tAt.torn0zyGcneral 

C i v i l  Xiyhts 3 iv i s ion  

cc: Gibson Yuckcr, 5;scjilire 
' , 

United Sta tes  District Z u c f ~ eLansing L. iritcirell 


