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Septexber 17, 1990

Cynthia Y. Rougeou, Esq.

assistant Attorney Ganeral

P. O. Box 954125

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9123

Dear JMs. Rougeou:

This refars to your reqguest that the Attornay General
raconsider and withdraw the September 23, 1988, and May 12, 1989,
objections under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as
amended, 42 U.8.C. 1973¢, to the following voting changes for the
State of lLouisiana:

Orleans Parish Criminal District court: Act 236

(1972), which creates an additional judgeship and a

magistrate, and Act 143 (1975), which creates tive

additional judges and decreases terms from twelve years

to six years;

Orleans Parish Civil District Court: Act 238 (1970),
which creates an additional judgeship position
(Division J), and Act 129 (1975), which creates five
additional judgeships and decrsases terms from twelve
years to six ysars. .

We received your requests on June 19 and 26 and August 3, 1990;
supplemental information was received July 12 and 17, 1990.

This also refers to Act Ko. 8, B.B. No. 345 (1990), to the
sxtent that it creates ths thirteenth and fourtsanth at-large
judgeships (Divisions X and R) for the Orleans Parish Civil
District Court; and provides an inzplementation schedule therefor
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for the State of lLoulsiana, submitted to the Attorney General
pursuant to Section S. We receivad your submission on

Juna 19, 1990; supplemental information was received July 12
and 17, 19%0. .

At the ocutset, we note that when the state originally
submitted Acts 129 and 143 (1978), the subnmissions characterized
the voting changes as an increase from five to ten judgeship
positions for both the civil and criminal district courts in
Orleans Parish. Although we asked for clarification of the
voting changes effectsd by thass statutas, we have not rsceived
your response. Our further analysis, however, indicates the
following:

(1) Act 129 recodifies ten judgeship positions, eight ot
vhich antedate the state’s coverage under Section 8 and one of
which received the requisite Section 5 preclearance in 1986.
Accordingly, the effact of the September 23, 1988, objection
applied only to the tenth judgeship position (Division J) for the
Orleans Parish Criminal District Court, a position that was
initially created under Act 233 (1970) and recodified by Act 129
(1975) « -

(2) Act 143 (1975) recodifies ten judgeship positions,
seven of which antedate the state’s coverage under Section 5.
Accordingly, the effect of the September 23, 1988, cbjection to
Act 143 (1975) applied only to three judgeship positions for the
Orleans Parish Criminal District Court. .

We have carefully reviewed the information you have
provided, as well as comments and information from other
sources and interested parties. Our analysis indicates that the
changes do not have the purpose and will not have the affect of
discriminating on the basis of race or color and that
izplemantation of the changes will not lead to a clear violation
of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, 42 U.8.C. 1973.
Accordingly, the cbjections interposed September 23, 1988, and
May 12, 1989, to the specified changes for the Orleans Parish
civil and criminal District Courts are. heredy withdrawn. See the
Procedures for the Administration of Section 5 (28 C.F.R. 51.48

and 51.58).

With regard to the changes under Act 8 (1990) for the
orleans Parish Civil pistrict Court, the Attorney General does
not interpcse any cbjections to the changes in question.
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Howsver, wa fasl a raspensibility to point out that Section 5 of
the Voting Rights Act expressly provides that the failure of the
Attorney General to odbject does not bar any subsequent judicial

action to enjoin the anforcement of such changes. Sss 28 C.F.R..
51.41. "

Sincerely,

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division




Judicial District
gourt Districts

éth

1o0th

1sth

20th

21st

23rd

24th

27th

2%th

ATTACEMENT A

Qbiagted-to Voting Changes

Act 515 (1574), which creates an
additional judgeship and a spacial
election therefor

Act 635 {1979), which redistricts the
boundaries of the district

Act 104 (1568), which creates an
additional judgeship and a special
slection therefor

Act 56 (1984), which creates an
additional judgeship (Division G)

Act 34 (1981), which creates an
additional judgeship

Act 9 (1974), which creates an ~
additional judgeship and a special
election therefor

Act 56 (1984), which creates an -
additional judgeship (Division P)

Act 464 (1968), which creates an
additional judgeship and a special
election therefor

Act 78 (1968), which creates an
additional judgeship and a special
election therafor

Act 674 (1968), which creates an
additional judgeship

Act 503 (1974), which creates two
additional judgeships and the special
elactions therefor

Act 158 (1971), which creates an
additional judgeship and a special
slection therafor

Act 94 (1970), which creates an
additional judgeship

Act 56 (1984), which recodifies the
additional judgeship under Act 94
(1970)



Circuit courts of Appeal oObjectsad-to Voting chandes

First circuit,
Districts 2 and 3

Second Circuit

Third Circuit

Third Circuit,
Districts 1, 2, and 3

Act 114 (1975), which creates an
additional judgeship in each district
and special -election therefor and
provides an implementation schedule

Act 114 (1975), which creates an
additional circuitwide judgeship

Act 801 (1987), which creates an
additional circuitwide judgeship and

‘special slection therefor

Act 114 (1978), which creates an
additional circuitwide judgeship

Act 801 (1987), which creates an
additional qudgeship in each district
and special elections therefor '

Act 200 (1987), which changes the
special election dates under
Act 801 (1987)




24th
26th

40th

2nd Circuit,
Court of Appeal

ATTACHMENT B

Ioiing Changes

Act 8 (1990), .which creates an
additional (sixtsenth) judgaship

Act 174 (1989), which creates an
additional judgeship

Sections 3(A) and 3(B) of Act 611 (1989)
and Act 608 (1989)), which create an
additional judgeship position

{(Division C)

Act 8 (1990), which creates a

ninth judgeship position to be eslected
by designated Division C in 2nd Circuit
District 3: provides for a changse in
method of election for 2nd Circuit
judges from two elected at-large
circuitwide and two elected from each
district by designated divisions to
three elected from each district by S
designated divisions, except as
specified for the incumbent in the at-
large position to be converted to the
Division C position of Second. Circuit
District 2; provides that the judgeship
position created by Act 801 (1987) will
be eslected as the designated Division C
position from 2nd Circuit District 1:

and provides an implementation schedule
theretfor .



