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Pursuant to Sec tion £ of the Votring Rifhts Act
of 1353, the tonorable Joe T. Patterson mubnitted to
the Attorney General of the Unired States nmen ﬂen*e to
gix Missiesippl statutes relating to election procedurcs
and voting. Cfach ¢f£ these amendments was enacted
subseguent to Wovember 1, 1964,

Ye have carefully exemined and considercd cach
el the sublitted smendments. The ath“ne3 General
internoses pe cbjections to the implementatiopn of
Sectione 3204, 5205 and 2242 of tne Miesissippl Code
oz eadznded on Farch 26, 1930 Doweweyr, a2z provided fer
ow Zezitien L of the Votins R;:e~r nct, tha Attorney
Geperal'e fallcrye to interpose any cbiections will not
ter &n action te enjoin enforceument oF those aaendmentsg
snould subseguently they appear to hevs had 2 raciclly
discriminatory purpose or affect,

v

with regards to the amendments to Secrion 2877
{providing for the at-large election cof aembers o‘
coanuy boarde of superviscrs et the option cof incumbent
boards), fecrtion 223C (increasinz the rnﬁu-“emaﬂk
which migt be met to qualify as an indenendent candidste
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i zZeneral elections), end Sectiocn JLIL*J (requ**~n~
the appecintment of the county superintendent ef education
{o specific counties), I must, on behalf of the Attorney




Senergl, Lnterpose objectione te thelir Iloplementetion.
After reziewin: the Matarisl Hefore me, I have concluded
that these srendmente had as their purpese sbd bave bad
gc their effect the den:a7 andé the abridgment of the
rizht tc volc ob account of Tace or coclor.

Shouid you wish to present #Vﬁ:iii ation for the
changes in election procedure provided for by amendmentc
tc Sectien 2873, 2260 and os/;-u&, Lie Attorbey 3eneral
would gladly reconseider hig position on those amendmanls
in Light of thoze facts. £ course, as provided for by
Sectiosn £ of the Veting Righte Act, wyou hpsve the zlterne-
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ve of instituting an actico in the United Stetes District

Court for the District of Columbia for 2 dec*araho*y
judgment thet such changes in clection and voting pro-

cedures dc not have the purpose and will not hegve the

effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on
accoupt ¢f race or color.
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Ripcerely,

JITRELIS LIORKARDL
Aos;s;ant-AtLorney Genarsl
Zivil Rights Division




