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The i n f o m a r i o n  you !lave Curnished i n d i c a i e s  LhaC 
v o t e r s  of  Jasper County were n o t  provided adequace n o t i c e  
and oppro tun i ry  t o  r e r e g i s t e r .  For example, t h e  schedule 
of p r e c i n c t  v i s i t s  publ ished by t h e  C i r c u i t  Clerk i n  Lhe 
Jaspe r  County News impl ies  that  persons niust r e r e g i s t e r  
a t  t h e  t i n e s  and p l a c e s  s p e c i f i e d  and f a i l s  t o  inCorm t h e  
v o t e r s  of  the a v a i l a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  
impl ie s  thar cach v o t e r  nust b r i n g  with him a lcga l  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  p roper ty  on whlcn he l i v e s  i n  o r d e r  
t o  r e r a i n  h i s  s z a t u s  as a iqualificd e l e c r o r .  

I 
Under 'ihe coun ty ' s  p lan  t h e  only method f o r  

informing v o t e r s  of  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  and procedures  f o r  
re regis2zaLion was by w r i ~ t e nn o t i c e  publ ished in t h e  
county newspaper. It i s  my u n d e r s ~ a n d i n g  t h a t  no c c f o r ~  
w a s  made by the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f z i c i a l s  t o  reach v o t e r s  
t ~ h o  do n o t  read t h e  newspaper, inc luding  i l l i t e r a t e  voecrs ,  
i>y r ; ~ d io .I!.no~lnccnlcllL:;, I>;/ n ~ ) c r : i o i ~ n lconcaci: c:linl);ti l:n dl-

by d i r e c i  mal l .  The manner i n  which che r e r e g i s t r a r i o n  
was conducted r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r e r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  l e s s  
than 75% of tlhc votlers and t he  f s i lu l - e  of  over  25% of tile 
black v o t e r s  co r e q u a l i f y .  

Also, as you a r e  aware, J a s p c r  County i s  a 
p o l i e i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o l ~  i n  which over  650 v o t e r s  have 
been f e d e r a l l y  r e g i s ~ e r e d  and t h a t  t h e  removal of  such 
v o t e r s  from v o t i n g  l i s t s , i e v e n  'ihough pursuant  t o  a 
r e r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  cannot be acconplished except  as 
provided by  pertinent f e d e r a l  r egu la t ions .  Your 1970 
r e r e g i s t r a t i o n  purged a l l : of t h e s e  Cederal ly  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s  w i r h o ~ t  c o n f o r m i n g t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
and your  la test  s z a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  300 of these  
federally r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  r e r e g i s t e r e d .  

A s  a consequence o f  the  AtCorney General's 
o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  J a s p e r  County r e r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  no . '  

o t h e w i s e  q u a l i f i e d  county e l e c t o r  can be  lawLully 
denied t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  i n  any e l e c t i o n  conducted i n  
t h e  county on the  b a s i s  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he has  no t  
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names of a l l  such q u a l f ~ f i e d  persons should be 
i n c l u d e d  on Lhe l i s t s  s e n t  t o  t h c  pollin[< p l a c e s  
for a l l  e l e c t i o n s  u n t i l  corrc:c.f;ive acLiofi has  
been taken anti t h e  o'oJuctior. witharhwn. S t e 2 s  
Should a l s o  be taken  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  
whose z r a t u s  i s  r e i n s t a t e d  are adequately 
inforrfied of t he i r  r i g h t  LO vo te  i n  the  upcoming
e l e c t l o n s  . I 

We r e a l i z e  t h a t :  $he t iming of t h i s  
obJec t ion  rnay prevent  t h e  county from ta lc i i~g  
any a c t i o n  L O  remedy <he ob jec t lonab le  aspecxs 
o f  t h e  1370 r e r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i971 
p rS:i.rna..r*:/ ii11rl i;;c:ncrrrl cl c c :.ions . I-Iowever., 
l'ollowin;: t h e s e  e l e c t i o n s  t h e  cou11Cy may wish t o  
t a k e  such c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  I n  t h i s  regard,  we 
sugges t  t h a t  t h e  county i n i t i a t e  a new program
~~t1~qu0.tc:l.yt r d v l ~ i r l ~  Juspcr C ~ k i 1 . t ~t h c  C : L C C ' L O ~ L L ~ C :  oL' 
oL' the  rcquire:nent; t o  r e r e g i s t e r  subsequeni; t o  
January 5, i970, and of the  procedures  f o r  doing s o .  
l'his pror;ram should a l s o  provide i n c r e a s e d  
oppor tuniLies  t o  r.creG2.s t e r ,  i n c l u c i i n ~  longer  
p r e c i n c t  V i s i - 6 s  as has been dorie by o t h e r  
M i s s i s s i p p i  c o u n t i e s  dur ing  r e r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

P lease  understanti,  t h a t  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n  i s  
based on i n f o r m a t i o n p r e s e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us, 
and the  Attorney G e n e r a l ' s  a c t i o n  does n o t  bar you 
f rorn b r l n ~ i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t s  t o  his a t t e n x i o n  
t h a t  would warrant  r e c o n s i d e r ~ t i o n  of t h e  dec i s ion  
t o  o b j e c t .  Also,  t h e  Voting Righ t s  Act of 1965 
permi ts  seeking  approval  of a l l  changes a f f e c t i n ?  
v o t i n g  i r i  t h e  United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  tne  
D i s t r i c t  of Colurfibia i r r e s p e c t i v e  of whether t h e  
change has p rev ious ly  been submit ted t o  t h e  Attorney 
General .  

If you have any '  ques t ions  concerning t h e  
e f f e c t  of t h e  At torney  Genera l ' s  o b j e c t i o n  o r  if I 
can assist  you and t h e  baud i n  meet ing t h e i r  
ob1igal;iori under the  Voting Righ t s  Act, please f e e i  
f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  me o r  my staff.  

: DAVID L. NORMAN 
A c t i n g ! A s s i s t z n t  ALtorney General 

C i v i l  H i z h t s  Di-vision 


