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SPECIAL DELIVERY 

1s. t;'. ii. Fcdric 
City Attorney 
City of Grenada 
Creuada, M i s s i s s i p p i  S931 

This ia in rcfctruxcc cia your r ~ s i mwdor 
Secticm 5 of ti= Voting Whts A c t  of 3.965 of c b & e e  
in election fewti vith rewrd t o  Ci ty  Council eluctiouli 
in tia C i t y  of Grenada, b;irsLr;sFppi. 

Your subxzbafoa wcs M c i a l l y  received oa 
Jaauery 17, 1971, and addititma1 klfmaation necessary 
t o  evaluk? the ~ubidsiiioawas f r g ~ e i v dQD February 13, 
1972. A8 ycwt reqaested, bmevizr, ue have a p e d i t e d  or;r 
caaatderrrtion of t& eubmbsiun in ttiw of y o u  u p c d i ;  
election schedule. 

Aft= a c0zePu.1.aurlyois arrd ravicv of t&e 
d w ~ r a p h i cfacta involved and rcceut court decbiaus, 
we ar0 d i e  t o  conclude, us we mast iradar the Votirrlj; 
Rights kt, thot t4e rhr_pnns m b L t t e d  d l 1  aot have a 
racially d i s c r ~ r o r yeffect. A11 candidates for 
city council acw r ~ ~ ~ l t  w b r u a  before fourzun a t - k i j ~ :  
of t b  rix a;rerc elected by disalccs. Fc'e note fhrzt two 
of these candidates also wt rua for ousabexed posts. 
It is cur understand* also that o maJot i t y  of w t s s  
is required t o  w i n ,  oad thst approsinl~ely43% of 
Grenada's populatim is tleck. 

--



Our annlysis or' recent federai court decisionsit 
dealing wifh b s u e ~of tMas nature, mid to vhkb we 
EesL obligated to give m z t  vei$xt, Iesvw us amble 
t o  conclude, w i t h  respect to these chAngeo, t b t  t;5e 
c c d i n a t h  of at-Irtaxge ulcctiua, allnbared p o s t s ,  and 
a szzjority raquizeusat w m l d  not octaofoa aa abridge-
sent of minarfty w a t a  r i & t s  in Grsllsda. 'fbe 
reesming of +&be recant cmes is illustrated by the 
dotteloa or' the £&era1 dbtrfct  court in i4orth Carolias 
wt;ick isoaaeaud with re~piactto twahemd p s t s  ia  
w;ltf- dfstsfcts, (vhieh Anvolvle at-lar&~clectFosaj, 
"It is c l w  ,that ete: tllil3bfred 8-f Law may h v e  the 
c fP t x t  of curtairin& rsiaority wotirtg poar~r." (SctXt v. 
D u n ~ Z m ,Z.B. S.C., NO. 2666-Civil, S l i p  OpSnion, n, 9 at 
p .  17, (Jan. 15, 1972)). Sinrilpriy, t?ae ehrw-judcje 
court csasidcz* thR 'Peras h;;LaLative r e r r p p o r t i ~ r  
found *both the m~jo-y r~equir~arnt the uumeri~bl~ p d  
post rsqrni~emmttended t o  abridge x d n m i t y  votfn; 
porPter -3 tWghLi,&c cba racifl.el-t where it does 
exla&." Graves v. -Bameu, V.P. Tux., Uo. A-17-CA-142, 
S l i p  Clp. af p. 38. See, alee, Sins, Forr. and U.S.A, 
v. &ax, pio. / 7 W u ' ,  (k.D. A h . ,  Jlourrry 3, 1972);-I3ussi.ev. The Cbvcrilw of Lmiaiaaa, No. 71-202 E.11. 
h.,A-t 2 6 ,  1971. And the Suprema C ~ r t ,~53.1s 
aor b l c h ~ gt b  a t - l a r p  ebctLar feature of mlti-
aaaber distrSctP uacaatitutbxul, ~ a e _ ,bas 
reco@zed the poteatLal3Ly dfs~nr&&uSury effect s-uch 
~ Q T Pof a l s c t b a  car. &we bj cthaes&in& 8 colpjlizsbic 
racial m r i t y  'fiat;o a vbltca ~ j o f i t p .  See bihitemb 
v. -fiavi4, 403 U,S. 124 (1971). 



For a e  forwing  r a q c ,  X wt an behalf of 
the Attorrrcy -era1 &rerpoa an d a f e c r h  to the 
change to at-lards ulectluu of the four p r m word 
councilsea soO cbc cdditfda of the post rtq-t eo 
the farr~erat-large pocitioac. Ve b m e  reached this 
conclufan relru=taatlg kcauss  ve fully uders tad  the 
camplexftieza favolve4 fn 3rrvtain& a r e s p p r t i m t  
plan to aotFsfp the ncw& of the City +od its citfz8ns 
and, r r ~ l ~ w w l y ,to c q l y  pith the ~~a af 
tbt Federal G x ~ t i t = u t i c aand We are p r a d e d ,  
bmvet,  t b t  thtr Vo+,bgBi&ts kt caapals U s  
w8~ff. 

of course, i b ~ t S a ~5 pax i i ts  seeking spprwal 
of aLL c b n ~ e sftffocfhg votint; tb Witad States  
D L a E r i c t  Caurt; for the P i s t r i c t  of Col.Wbia irrespective 
o f  uhethrar the ChR;lrLes haw prewiuusly a & d k t c d  
to the Attorney b a e d .  

Sincerely, 


DAVID L. BC4W& 
As&itant Attoraey b z u ~ ~ o l  
Civil W&ts D L v i s h  


