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¥r. ‘tan~ . Crcscﬁw:it Jr.
ity Attommey

-~ City of Ind ienow

1.}0 Court Street
Indianota, Higsissirnl 23R75%

Ceay MNr. Crosthwelt:

This i» in refercence to your submission to the
Attcmey Genersl pursusnt to Becticn § of the Votiay
Righte Act of 1965 of an ordinsnce chanzing the wmanner
of electing alderaca in Indianola, lMiezissippl. On
February 21, 1373, we rejuested asdditiona! information
neeessary to gvaluate thls gubmissfion &ad the reguested
date were veceived by this ldepartucnt on February 23,
1473, Therefore, the 60-day perlod within which the
Attorney Goaarsi way interpose an objection expires
ApTil 24, 1973,

Cur analysis of this matter rovesls that this
oréinsnce would irpose 3 numbered-post roguirccent for
city coumcilren on present Missliesippt election proce-
dures for sultiemenber offices. In ocur view en elec-
toral systen as coflified by this change significantly
reduzes the potentia! for minority candidates to win
election to muiti-zexber offices in jJurfsdicticas
whare there has becn & poattern of racial bloe voting.
The history of bleck participration in the electoral
process in Iadimmola sugsests the exlstence of such
8 patiern in your cfty. The Atcornsy (eneral has
interposed objections under Secticn 3 of the Voting
Rizhts Azt to sinilar nurbercd-post sy:=tems ia a
aumbec of other jurisdictions. Accordingiy, we are
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wmable to conclude, 85 we sust under the Votlag Rights
Act, that implexeatation of the Jdesignated post require-
ment wili mot have & racfelly discriminatory effect and,
therefore, 1 wust, on behelf of the Attorney Gencral,
interpoce an objection under Section 5, Howsver, as the
law provides, s decleretory judgment thzt thise change
dogs not hove the proseribed purpose or effect way be
soucht in the United States District Court for the
pisteice of Coluxbpia notwithstacding this objecticm.

Sincerely,

J. STANLEY POTTINGER
Assistant Attorney Genecral
Civil Rights Division




