i

JULES 19

DJ 166-012-2 3

Nr. F. Darwood Rucgget
Atterney at Law

Leoh of Bollandale tullding
Poet Office lrawar 307
Rxllendels, Missicsiepd 36748

tcor Mu. Ruzgger:

This letter 1s in referanes Lo your sulaission
10 thie Attormey General purzuent to Scctiocn S of ths -
Voting Rights Act of 1905 of an Ovdinance of the Ciiy
ot Nollandsle passed oa Yebrusry 28, 1972, to change.
the office of City Clery from gn elective Cu &t ape
pelotive office.

1t s ny suwicvsianding thei as election was
hiol:d this year fov Cicy Clerk, although all gthar
wonicipal oifices were £illed. Rather, pursuant to
tbhe Peurueyy 25, 1972 Ordincnce the S{acusbaat clerk
vayr tenporarily appointed o contimus in that position.
Qer fovestization slso veflects thet momders of ths
Vlack community ia icllacndale were ioterestod in
suproTting & candidate or candidates for the clari's
post Lhis year., Tha effcer of thess eccions is to
deprive black voters of che €4y tha opportunity to
un fur office or to vole for candidates for that
poeiticn. In Szllers v. Trusssil (M.b. Ala., 196%)
253 Fowuope 915, Che Courc veachad the samo coniilucios,
on ¢ very similar sce of faces,
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Undov thege ciToumsiancss, wo aze umable (o
eonciude, a3 ve must uvadsr the Voriag Rights Act,
cirtal the Ovdinaace refervud Lo above does ol have
the purpuge and will asc heve the effect of abridging
the voting viguta of raciesl minmovivies. Therofore,
on behulf ¢f the Alvoraey Cenearal; I musi ihterpose
3
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White we
und hsion;- We

f

anlize the dif;icu ties cmused by thesa
Te pevsuaded that the Voling RIghis
requlves shic ¥ sult. ©OF ccuves, Section 5 permic
o te geslk ¢ deelavstery judpgmoent from the Tilstricu
Cuuzy for he Digielet oi Columbiz thzt the changa hergia
foued objectivusble nelther have the purpose ror will
have the eificee of denying or abridging the right te
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Jo STANLEY POITINCER
Augistant ASCorngy Ceuneval
Civil Rights Livisioca



