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Nz, William A, Bacon

Bacon and bmith

Attomoys: at Lay

Ganliors Trust Pluie Dullding
Port OEfice Box 15

Jackson, Kieslcsippi 39205

Dear BT, Bacon:

This ie in relerence to your submission to
the Attorney Genernl under tection 5 of the Voting
lilghts Act of 1965, concerning the incorporation of
Penrl in Rmkin County, Misstsoippi which war recelved
by the Artoracy Genarzl on feptembor 24, 1973,

After 2 careful exzminaticn of the deaographic
characteristics of Pearl City aad ¥mnkin County, we
are unable ‘to conclude, a: we must undar the Voting
Rizhts Act, that the voting righte of black persont
w111l not bo abrideod or denled on erccount of their
race or color under the Incorpormtion plao as submittad,
Qur investigation veveale that thers are areas with
¢ Lgnificont numbers of black persons llving on the
outskirte of Penrl City who were excluded, despite
their darirc to be included.

ich circwsvents sn ares populated by blacks «#ud thwe
decision io Somlllion v. Lishifont, 364 U.&. 259 (1560)
t.h visndi for the proposition that lietrict lines
may pet be dravm to ahridge the right to vote of e
.~ minority, we must conclude thal the incorporation plan
' hae an uncomstitutional yraclal offect.

io view of the irregular Houthera boundary line
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For the foregoing reaseons, I mmust on behalf
of the Acting Attomay Ceneral Intcerposc an ebjection
to the incorporcztion of Perrl. We havz reachad this
conclurion reluctantly because we rocognize the imnense
neccseity of invorporation. Wo arc persuadad, however,
that the Votdng Rights Act oi 1967 campeles thi: reszult,
In viav ¢f the foregoing the changes Jn polling place
loc~tiony you have penc to the Attomney Genernl for
xeview sre praatture snd ve cherelore do not wmderinke
to review Lhem vt thls cina,

0f course, ar provided by fcction 5, you have
sn alrernative of inetituting an action in the United
ttates Listricy Court for the District of Columbia
for a decliratory judguent that the changes do not
hive tha purpose #nd will not have ihe effect of denying
ar sbrideing the right to vote on acvount of race,

Sincerely,

J. STANLEY POTTINGER
Ascistant Attorney Gemeral
Civil Rights Division




