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Bear . Jolly:

This is in response To your lettexr dated
Apzil 2L, 1975, ln which the uwethod of electing
thie membors of the Louades Couaty dosrd of fducatlon
fwom drsirdet to at-lazge wad submitted to the
Attotruny General pursuaat to sectioa & of the Voliag
Rights Ace of L965. Your subuission was completed
oix April 24, 1975,

Cur Luvestigation dadicages that thero are

Lwe predcmiuaatly biack beats (districts) la Lowndes

County, ‘The at-lavrge votlug chaage has the effect
of LOZQLHE these black wajority districts with the
Larger white popuration therveby diluting the votiag
streagtnh wiich blacks have by virtue of their
resiceatlial coacentrations in Lowndes Couaty.

Beexr v. Unilted btates, 374 F. Supp. 363 (L. D.C.
19764); sdwmer v. MeReitinea, 485 F.2d 1297 (5th Cix.
L1973) . VYe slso note that the sSuprenms Court has
expressce & preference for elngle-membexr districts
in fonnor v. Johagon, 404 U.8. 690, 692 (1971).

Oa tho basis ol these couxt decisions and of all.
the avuilable faclts ane clzrcumstanceu, the Attorncy
Cencral is unnable te conclude, s he must undexr ths




Votiug Righis Act, thet @ cidage fvowm district teo at~ v

large elections for the mesbers of the Boaxd of
Educstion of Lowndes Coualty will not hwve 2 raclaily
discriminetory effect on votiag. dHccordingly, the
Attoracy Geaeral must iaterpose an cbjection to the
‘submitted change.

UL course, you are permitted uadesr ‘ectioa S ef

; Lighbs Act to seek 4 declaratory judgmeat iu
sLeset Courtfor the Distrlct of Columbia that the
itted chauge 'doee not lhuve the purpose or effect of
ing or abridgiag the vight to vote oa account of
or ¢olor. However, untll ocuch u judgment ic
ined the legual effect of Che Attox racy Geaer Tal's
ectiocn 1s to reader the submitted change unenfoxceable,
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seloue about the watter or L
mozre detail, please feel
Petars (202--739-4488), the
1€ you reply la writing,

iL you hove any cues
ow Jdesive to discuss it i:
e to coatast Alexaunder M.
osucy to whom it 15 assigned,
see refer to file “aub » V3162
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Slacezely,

J. Stealey Pottinger
Assistant Attorney Geaeral
Civil Righes Divisioa




