
14r. A. 11.1, Edwards, Jr . 
129 Jordan Avet~ue 
Wese Point ,  b i i s 6 i s s i p p i .  39773 

Dear !a.Edwards: 

This is i n  reference to the redistrictk~gof 
the Goard o f  Bupewisors 02 Clay County, l . l i s s i s s fpp i ,  
and the ~ittenbnntpolli~zfs;place clwn$es that occurred 
w i t h  that redistricting, submitted to the Attorney 
Ge:ieral purswnt :  to :;ection 5 o f  the Voting Rights 
A c t  of 1965. Your submission was received on June 24 , 
1975. 

We are present1y eva2uath1g the redfstrLctiag 
plan ,  ; ~ n du7e w i l l  respond t o  your submission of that 
pE~kna s  soorr as possible. We have, however, been able 
to complete our evaluatfon of the pol l ing place clw-nges 
which you ~u'mitted,and this letter wflL serve a o  our 
response uuder Lectioa 5 to those polling place cimuges. 

The Attorney General does no t  interpose &n 
o b j e c t i o n  to the p o l l i n g  plccas located in the currently 
subalitted ~upervfsory Beats 3 ,  4 aud 5. However, w e  
feel a respons ib i l i ty  to poine out that Section 5 oE 
the V o t l ~ z gRlghts A c t  expressly provides that he 
L.flure of the Attorney General to object does not bar 
zny subsecpnt judicial. acrion to e~1joi.i~the enforcement 
of such changes. 



bur Lnvestigneion and dnalyais of the palling 
glace changes located i n  curreatly subm%ctedbuper-
visory Beats 1 m d  2 indica-s that the proposed 
poP3ing places are in the C i t y  of West Poiat, &. 
in tfm western part OE 3e8t8 1 and 2, that there is 
a p p r o ~ ~ t e l y3-10 m i l e  distance ffam certain mra1a 
areas 0% Defits 1 and 2 to the poll ing place, that 
~ o s tof the whi.te population i n  Beats f and 2 lfves 
I,n W c s t  Point, that: the predodnant mjority of  t;he 
subctanti.31 po1,uIation of these dfs tx ic t s  l iv ing  outside 
W e 6 E  Point is black, c.izd that counry o f f i c b l s  believe 
th;lt: additfonal. polling places requested by the black 
cormua%ty cannot be instituted. 

I n  t h i s  cannectLont, w e  note that &a a major 
csse regarding the scope and application of Section 5 
the Supreme C a u r r t  xecognized that changes i.a poilfng 
place iocations can operate to occasion a 3ign3.ficant: 
detrirueutd. racial cEfect. Xn P c r k b s  v. ~ . h t t h w s ,41312 
U .S. 379, 387 (1470) , the 6 a w t  stated: 

Even without going beyond the plain 
words of the statute, we thiak it clear 
tbt the lacstion of polling places 
constirug;es a 'standaM, practice, or 
grocedu.r&w i t h  respect t o  voting.' The 
abstract right; t o  vote means U e U e  
u d e s s  ehe right becomes sr malfty at 
the polling place on election b y .  !L% 
raccessibflity, prominence, facil.lties, 
aud pr3or notice of the poll- pLace'a 
location a11 have an effect on a persoa*~ 
abUity to exercise his frachise. 

(3, the basis of the facts and ciwcwnscances noted 
above, the Attorney General 16 unable to  conclude, as he 



mus.t;under the V u ~ i i ~ g  t7wtthe proposedP&gIats A c t ,  
cktages in the currently s ~ h i t t e dp c l l h g  places 
i n  Supervisory Beats 1 and 2 w i l l  nat have s r a c h l f y  
d i s c ~ h b . a t a r $effecl: on voting,. TElcr~eEore,on b e W f  
o f  "Le Attorney General, 1 must interpose an oE23ectSoro 
to the imz,leneatation of the polling place changes in 
f b  currci~tLysubmitted zupervisory Beats I and 2 ,  

The gvidelhes for the nchin%straCion of Section 5 
a1I.0~7EOE 3 request for recorrsiderntion of an abjectfun 
%f 3 submittfag authu~ityc m  pr~duceSrti3mwtiern not 
previously availabxe which demoraa8rates t b t  thet cW8e 
in ~ p m s ~ i o n  racial ly d i s c ~ ~ t o r ydoes not have B 

purpose or effect. See 28 C.I?'.R. Ss51.23, 51.24. In 
th&a regard, :se w i l l ,  consider witkdtaw3sg our: objection 
if we receive from you a uequest for reconsideration 
accmpanied by bf arm2tion showing char additbnal 
ati is factory pollfig places wil-f. be uti l ized Ln Beats 1 

and 2 for the I975 county elect2ons. 

CE course, Sectian 5 permits you to seek a 
declaratory jdgtnenc Erm the United States District 
Court for the DistrZct o f  Columbi;r that them changes 
rrefthex tuve the purpose nor will have thec effect of 
denying or abrkdgbg the right to vote an accowt of 
race or color. However, until  such a j u d p n t b  
rendered by the Court, the legal. effect of the objection 
by the Attorney General is to render the p o l T b g  place 
c t w g e s  wmnfurceable . 

Ilr' you have any que3f;ions with xegard t o  the 
infoxwition re$-iuested,please gee1 free to contact 
Alemnder 14. Peters of my staff (292--739-4488)who 

http:Ss51.23



