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Mr., John . Guyton

City Attorney

City of Kosciusgko

Post Office Box €33
EKosciusko, Miesissippi 390950

Deax Hr., Guyton:

This is in refereuce to the adoption of an
at-large systen with numbered posts and majority
vote requirement for aldermanic elections of the
City of Kosciusko, lilssissippi, submitted to the
Attorney Geuneral pursuant to Section 5 of the Veting
Rights Act of 1965, as auncnded. Your submisgion was
vecelved on July 21, 1976.

Wa have msds & careful examination of the
submitted information along with that provided by
other intercoted parties. We also have made an
analysis of relevant decisioans of the federal courts,
ineluding the digtriet court's findinge in Stewart,
ot al., v. Waller, et al., No. BC73-42-5 (ii.D. tiss.,
July 14, 1975). 1In tils connection we notc that one
8ffect of the Stewart decision was to revive the form
of goverament that lumsdiately preccded the 1962
statute outlawed in that litigation. Stevart v.
wWallexr, 404 F. Supp. 200 (N.D. ifigzs. 19735). It is
our understanding that the City of Koaciusko was thus
returned by the court order to a sinple-meuber ward
systen of slecting its aldermen. The present eubmise-
sion is an effort to refnstate the at-large form of
election :

In our anulysis we have considered tha factors
euunciated in White v. gﬁgestor, 412 U.S. 755 (1973),
and the other cases to which it has givaen rise,
iucluding the history of exclusipn of minorities frou
the political proccss, the degree of responsiveness of
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the olected representatives to the nesds of the winority
community, and the history of governmental discrimina-
tion i{n the area. See also Zimmer v. Mckeithon, 485
¥.2d 1297 (5th Cir. 1973). fowever, under the totality
of the circumscances, we are¢ unable to conclude, as we
sust under the Voting Rights Act, that the at-large
systen with nunberad posts and majority vote require-
ment will not have & racislly discriminatory effect.
Conseguantly, I cust on behslf of the Attorney Cenaeral
interpose an objection to the change to the at-large
systes: with munbersd pozts and s wmzjority regquirsuent
for aldercanic elections of the City of rosciuske.

Of course, the Voting Rights Act permits s
Jurisdiction to seeil: approval of changes subject to
Saction 5 by the United States Dietrict Court for the
Clstrict of Columbla frrespective of vhether the
changes have been subaiitted to the Attorney Ceneral.

It has recently coxe ¢to my attention that s

.considerable portivu of land was snnexed by the City of

Fosciusko im 195¢. We have mo racord that cthis asonexa-
tion hies been submitted to the Attorney Ganaral,
although such & change affectins voting f» subject te
the preclearaace requirerents of Section 5 of the
Votiug Rijnte Act.

Please {afors me as soon as poseible whether the
City of Xosclusko intends to submit the 1966 annexation
pursuant to Sectfon 3. Should you havs any questions
regarding this rcatter or if we can help you in any wvay,
pleaase contact Ucpsrtnent Xesearch Analyst Johun K.
Tanner at 202/739-3872. Plesse vefer to fila nuwber
X8210 1w any written response to this letter so that
your correspondsnce may be properly channeclled.

Sincerealy,

J. Stanley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney Genesral
Civil Bights Division




