
Thi8 i e  fn r a f to~tha~rdf8triuting of the  
C i t y  of Canton, #fssfrrippi, gukdttmd to thr A t t o r n e y  
~ener.1 pursuant to asctfcm 5 of the Voting Rights A c t  of 
1965, arr mumdad. Your 8ubmfsmian vas reeeiprd on 
Pebtwxjt 22, 1977. 

We have QCISI~UIIYaonsidrred the City's plan and 
othet infomath you ham provided, demographic data and 
elrcrtfan atat ir t iaa ,  the cosment. of othar intsrertsd 
prmnr, and relevant oourt dacisians. As a re8ult of 
Stcrwut V. Wall=, 404 Pe Supp* 206 (N.D. P(f.8. 1975)v thrr 

gov-t mad uldthod of aleutian in the C i t y  of 
Canton im that rpclcriiied by Mias. Coda Aria. Seetion 3374-36 
(1996). Accordlag~y,the C i t y  of Cantan is gmemd by a 
Poity amncil w i t h  ate m d m r  t o  br rlwted 
at-lugm urB, r ix  frcm alnglr admr dfatrieta. 
U n d u  tfro propowl rarpportianm+nt plan, threr of the six  
wards have bhak srjolrttfem. Twu af there, Wardo 5 ahd 6, 
are virtually 106 puclant black. 

AuoorUbg to 1970 cencnu, the City i m  56,6% bl&. 
ZI-, rchcording to information you furainhdl the C A t y  
ducW it8 awn c m 8 w fw purpose@ of th is  rtlbotisaion 
by oountkrg houras ud muXtiplyhg that nuntbsr by the 
#era11 averago aumber of -.om psr irwrr (3,s) as rhwn 
by the 1970 crramm. U s i n g  this factor, the 8tatiatfcs you 
8 W t  show Canttan to be ~pproxhately53t  black but this 
p-88 dfd tak.0 h k 0  rOlCQPLttmthm V 8 V  @f@ficcvlt 
fact also dfral-d in t& 1970 c%nanu, w l y ,  that the 
avrxagr: w h i t .  hbauhold in Caatan consirtad of a p p r o x ~ t e l y
3 perme lnii thr average bhak bartmhold of apprexirrrately 
4 perms. Although them factor. wore na+ used by the 
C i t y ,  .rro ham not barsn 8ffor#ed amy bad8 for rsjocting them 
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in determining the ipproximrts currant racial oaarporition 
of the City. Thus, even though we have received informstion 
that thr Cityg. house count itself may not be accurate, if 
the 3 and 4 peraan factors are applied to the white and 
black houae count data, respectively, which the City has 
provided, thct C i t y  is 59.6% blaek, Ward8 5 and 6 are 
significantly overpopulated, and the majority white wards 
are a l l  underpopulatedl. The result of thir is that blacks 
ara, in  general, undexrepxerented and white8 are ovarrepresanted. 

Under Section 5 of the Voting Right8 A c t ,  the 
eubmitting authority bears the burden of proving that a 
rubmltted change in voting practice or procedure does not 
have a rauirlly discriminatory purpoae or effect. (See 

v. United Stater, 411 U.S. 526 (1973) and 28 C.F.R. 
Un- h e m  the Attorney General is unable 

t o  conclude that thia burden has b a n  met.  Accordingly, on 
behalf of the Attorney General, I must fntarpore an objection 
to the radiatricting plan for the City of Canton. 

Of aauraa, as provided by Seotion 5 of the Voting
Righta AcC, you have the right  to seek a dmclaratoxy 
judgment from the District Court for the ~ f ~ t x i ~ tof 
Columbia that t&e~rodfmtxicting plan doem not have the 
purposa and will not have t&e sffecrt of denying or abridging 
the right to vote on aooount of raco or aolor. In addition, 
our guidrlfnea (28 C.I.R, Sectionr 51.21, 51,23, and 51.24) 
permit recronaideration of M e  objwticm ~houldyou have new 
information bearing on the matter. Hswevar, until such time 
ao thm objwt ion m y  ba withdrawn or a judgment from the Dfotrfct 
of Columbia Court obtained, the legal effect af the objection
by the Attorney General i s  to m a k e  the dfstricting plan 
unenforueublr. 

Sincerely, 


Draw S. Dayo 111 
~ 8 a i r t . n tAttorney General 
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