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Chi3 is in rclfereccc tc the t-rlis rr.ns?..atiazsto t k e  

70w-i 'of Gidon, Lcflare Cccnty,  P:?ssissi-3::-i,nul-rit + ~ i 'to 

&he A t t o r r - y  General p r s w t  te 5 of Sm V e t h g  

;.:i~?atsk t  of 1 9 E 3 ,  as a z e z 8 a ~ .  Ycur ~&r11ssie~~
W P C  
ritceivrtd on Aucsat 23, 1977. P l t k m ? ; ~we cote.? ymr,  
re:ucat for er;;r?edit~ were un&lccar:mi2cr..r..tfc:,, ue tc 

cor r;. ly. 


X i :  regard to t'rr; If6 6  aamzation,  Lk kttspf:; 
General door nat  interpose &?g cbjeciioa ta th e?.a~pc 
I n  quest ion.  ?iurt?ver,w e  feel  t reo ,ynai l : . i lFt -g  to ?-tint 
out t h a t  Gactic~5 a* the Votfnq Ria:stsr i .ct  sp.y:riissly 
~.+rcvideet3at t h s  faircre af the kttorcey Tenc?ral tc 
oi',!c-?C cims not bar any 8~hrrer;uzntj u ; ? . i c i n l  ictio?: 
to onjoin the enfozaenant of ruck &nar:g:2. 

Xn regard t o  t:he 1972  ameration, vs have ~ t ~ i y i '  

crrcfnl cot3fderatian t@ t??c b r q c  invclrcS m:?s;r~yrtL,?:; 
rzabzrinls +~rt;tplim?L-)?you, at?Well as aval1~1)Jieinf~m~at io; ;  

to us fro& OUI cuveraCrE of d l e c t i ~ r , ~  the ':om;of 6fr.o~. 
i r ,  * 
On the basis of our analysi8, we are uzable te coacliAo, r a  
we mast under Om Veting Right3 A c t ,  t h a t  the amerati- to 
t h e  'iovn cf G l d a r r .  vf11 not have 8 dfbcrfnixrctary effect or. ,-' 

L l e k t r  in t-he "la 

0 s  axal'jlsf~reveals thttt p r i ~ rte the amex%tfaz, 
blacks repremat& a p > r o x h ~ t e l y41.4G af the p q u l a t i c r
of the Your: of  Sidon. ?allo.ins ti* an?asation of tf;c 
erclt;sively &.itt?area, Itlacks represents6 a?,prorh,ately 
33.45 cf *-p:.ulaticm 05 the Ycwn. The r\:Cltiorr of %P.ita 
voters ras~ltfr?qfrca the annczaticn, in conjract:ion vi 
the at-largo olootior! 8vete=%w i t h  a full a l a t e  r w m i r e ~ a ~ t ,  
'm3t be revietm? An l i u k t  of t \c  legal prft;cf~lcsdovc.lay%L, 
-by the c6urtc LI cases such as t h e  C i t v  cf r.icI;r~nd v. tr?ita.I!----',,,, ---I 



S'catos, 422 C.S. 358  (1975) ud C f t c p  of P.~teraL.urcv. tr ite2 
__J_----------

S : a t e ~ ,  354  P. Su?.. IC21 (D.T.C. 1 9 7 2 1 ,  a f f r d  4 1 5  C.1.-- -$62-
(19737'. ~ o s e n t i a l l v ,t!\ose cases rer\lirr. an aaalvsia of an 
w x a t i o n  euLrr,isnion to e ~ s F n ethe 'h2act  of thc h u ~ l s r j -- eacansios oat~inorityvotfnc; r ig? , t s ,  b t h  rtatistically and 
i r  the contek or me local electoral s - p t e ~ ,w i t h  due 
colrsideration to the historic 2ett2rns of minority electoral  
participation. &e also b:.itccttA v. c ' 5 a v i r ,  4 0 3  t-,S, 1 2 4  
(1971); --E i t e  v. A&-~~=.lccst~r,iy~. 7 5 q 1 3 7 3 )  an:! T!acLa- -- -&

UniteJ-.I_- fcr L s s t h c ;  I f i ~ d e r s ; l i ; - ,et al. v. tit- of S';revr.; crt, 
P 1 - ----

et al., P,P,.L., 1;23 (r .I,,  La. 1976)a r,pl*eal yr\f:!~ci, 

F c D i - 3 ~ 1 3ant 76-4710 (st?,Cir.). 

In l i g h t  cf t h e s e  dec i s ima ,  it is incmkw~ton us 
to exarline not only t b a  p a r c a n t a ~ eo f  difutio? of t&s b l e c k  
p;.'ulatior, in Siclor: resaltinri frola tb.c adrt f t io t :  of t.*itc 
reoidertts, t . + ~ talso Wit' effect of ti* electoral systr.:  ii; 

Si- icr,  an black cmt!idatee.  1-1particrultr, we have nclte2 
thzt  in t h e  St?twijor 13, 1377 opecia1 e l w t i o ~ ,that s 
black candidate  vould haw been electe4 w.-ler S i i ? m l  a plura l i ty  
o y s t ~for s a i c i y n l  cl~*tfor:s if b"lc ksallots rejecte3 for 
failure to -ta far five cancifdabtes had been cc:mtru'., 
Consequently, we mat conclude t h a t  the adIlition of white 
voters in the annexed area, in the c o ~ t e x tof the electcral 
syntcr, m d  inzicatfons that racial. b l o c  me&.c, exis ts ,  has 
naJe it nore Cifficult far blacks to c l c - e t  a cnndidate  of 
t h e i r  cfioicc.!ta office in the toun of fiiior.. A c ~ o r c l h u ~ y ,  
I m a t ,  an M a 1  of tfrc A t t o m y  Gencral, Lntar,saso k? 
abjeation to Che 1972 anrejration to the Pozm of Sfdot .  

Of eoarsr, as prwi'led by Swtion S ai tke Vcltinr: -
b i q h t ~Act, you have the right to aeek a declaratory j u d ~ o n t
frola the D i s t r i c t  Court  for the Dlrtriet of ~ o l w . i athat the 
.maxatfon does not have tha pur-noea anii will not have t!!e - -
affeut of denying or abridqinq Lhs r i g h t  to  vote on account 
of zaca or color. In adc?ition, you Fay ask the Attorney 
General to recaneider his obfsction (see our S w t i a n  S 
G u i d s l f i e ~ ,28 C.F.R. Scctions 51.21, 51.23 arr3 51.24) as a 
result of the t a m ' s  taking steps to " n e u t r a l i ~ eto t?n 
extent ~ s c i b l eany aCvorsc effect upon LR wlitical 
participation cf black toters . , .".C f t v  of Patarskarc v,---- ---. 
Ci>it&- S t t t e s ,  s?Zra, 354 P. 6upy. at 1031. bowevar, L--ti1-
rXatTti0-as-thc oqection m y  be uitMrsm or n juctqte3t 
froa the D i a t r b t  ef Columbia Court obtained, the less1 effect 
of the objection by the Attarnay Gcnexal is t o  najsc! t%c  change 
in  question unenforcerble, 

Drew 6. 'bays 1 x 1  
Assistant Attorney C ~ ~ e r a l  

. C i v i l  Idahts >iv:sior\ 


