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*his 1s ir referonce € tic changrz {n elaction
procafures for tha Dearnl ©f ftrustess of the louisville
Huniciral serarate femol tistrict in Rinsior County,
Bleaissippl, suimitter o the Artorney Coners) pursulnt
to Soction 8 of tiw Voulnz flghte At of 13€%, as amnnled.
Ycur subniscion waz coipletsd on Janusary 22, 1580,

At the oulset, Vo nota that ocur shalyslie hasy vyeveale”
a0 other pitustion in Yiasisaiyri vwierc a courty-wide schoe?
district is aerated as a puniciral gsaparate school districe
as &r Hinston County. 950 the eontrary, our azalvysis shows
that all other couatr~wide sclwol districts fn =imgaingsi;s
are eperated by county school boards which are, by siasisaipord
lav, elected fros the five eounty surervieor hoszta or diatricts
in each stunty. RAs in rost other electiona in Mississipni,
candicatas nyy win 4dn the general elaction by ebtaining a

pluarality eof the wotea cast, ‘

As wve wndarstand it, howsvar, and bacsuse the eounty-
wide schvol authority in Winston Comtr is term:d a municizal
scarate school district, a wajority vote run-off requirenant
will arnly ¢o the eleaction of sehool Leard peanlers sven though
tha: will be elected from the coanty’s five sunervisor’s dis-
tricts. Shuas, in apite of the fact that the ozly apqarent
Siffarcnee betwosa the Winston County-wida school aunilority

. and that of ether countias is {ts pare, in %irston County &
rajority vots requiroment wwid ke fmrosel as a unlique foature
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In this regard, sur analysis furthaor b=z siown that
blacks oconstitute approximately 3% percent of the count”'s
ponulation but de not constitute a majority of any of the
five pupervisor's districts from which schocl boax& poshers
will be elsctod in Winaton County. MAilditionallv, there :
arpearc to be & general pattern of ramially rclarized votinc
in thae county anc ne biack has ever been: elected or arrointed
o tha school board, the board of surervisorxrs or the rouisyille
Loard of rldermen. Because of these facts, wa are unaile to
conclude, as we must wnider the Votlne Fighta rct, that the
srceinl g olication of 2 reiority vote requirerant for the
election of eounty-v¥ide school board merbers irn Winsto:o
Countv will pot have a éiscriminatory effect. hAceccordinaly,
on behalf of the Attorney General, I must cnter an oujectior
to the mothod of electinc the Louisville thuilcipal Berarats
School bistrict board of trustecs ieacfar asz {t 1nco*ﬁorctaq

a rajority vote requirerent.

Cf course, as provided by Sectiorn 5 of tihe Veting
Eiyhts act you have the richt to seek a doc;arn ory juio—
rent frow the United States District Court for the District
of Ceolurhia that these changes liava neither the puryaasc nor
will have the offect of denying or ahridcing the right to
vote en account of race, color, or mentershiir in a lanquace
sinority grour. 1Ia addition, the Procedures for the Adminis-
tratica of Section 5 (28 C.P.R. 51.21(b) and (¢), 51.23, and
51.24) pernit you to request the Attorney Ceneral to racon-
sider the objection. Hovever, until the objection is withlrawn
oxr the judyment froa the Listrict of Colurd:ia Court obtained,
the effect of the objection by the Attorney General is toc

rake the changes in election proceduras legally unenforceable.
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Yo enable this Departrent to meat its responsibillity
to enforce tha Voting Richts het, rlease inform us within
tventy daya of your receipt of this lectter ef the course of
action the Louisvills Municipal Separate School Clistrict
plane to take with respect to this matter. If you have
any questions concerning this letter, pleace fesl free to
c2ll ¥r. Androw Rarron (202-=724-7403) of our staff, who
has betn aszsigned to handle this subrdission.

focause of the pendency of the relatsd caze of lovorn
' ¥. RBathorn, Ye. 49446, we are forwarding a copy of thIs

lettex to the Chancery Court,
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Sincerely,

;”;

Draw 8. Diys IIT
Assistant Attorney Ceneral
Civil Rights bivision .
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