Jun 9 881

william C. Spencer, Lsqe.
crutcnur. Spencer & Brown

115 . MYarket Ctreet

P O. Drawcr ¥

liolly Yprings, lesissippli 38(35

jear Mr. Opencer:

This is in refcrence to the redistriccing plan
for the City of lolly Springs im Harshall County, Mloeolssippli,
subuitted to the Atturney Cemcral pursuant to fHectiow 5
of the Votin;, Ripnts Act of 1965, as amended, &2 U.S.C.
1973¢. Your cubmission was completed on April 10, 19Ul.

Ue have carefully considercd the subodccted sateviailis,
1940 Census data, the comuents ol other interested persuiiy
and relevaat court decisions., The statiscics provided by
the c¢lty in support of the submitted redistricting plan
show an agtinaced cicy population of 7,209 of whom 4,327 or
59.5 pevcent Jdve black; that Ward 1 would have 1,825 persons
of wvhom £1.9 percent uould be black; Ward 2 uould bave
1,825 persons of whom 62.5 percunt would be black; Ward 3
vould have 1.802 persons of whom 48.1 percent would be
black; and Ward 4 would have 1,817 persons of wihom &45.5
percent would be bluck.

lowever, according to 1YL0 Cecusus data, the city's
poptlation is 7,209 of whow 4,018 or 03.3 percent are Llaci,
Gur analysis of the submitted plan, using Ceasus daca,
shows that Yard 1 would Lave 2 543 persons of whom 8.8
percont would bLe black; Ward 2 would have 2,049 peraons
of uhom C1.2 vercent would be blaCL Ward J would htave L aTE
1,251 porsons of whom 38 percent would be black; and Ward 4 o
would have 1,443 persons of whom 43.5 percent are black. e
Thug, our aualysia has revecaled that, even though the cicy's I
statibtics retlect & well apportioned plan for the clection o
ol lts council, this conclusion is not supported by Ceneus
data just recently published. To the contravy, Ccazus data
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show that Tie two wurds contaiuing the bullh of the Llack
poi-ulation (Wards 1 and ) are substantially owverpopuluted
(underrepresented) while the predoadnantly white wurds
(Jards 3 and 4) ave gubgtantlally underpopulatced
(overreprescnted).  Accourding to 1980 Census datu thic

plan regulte in an overall deviation of over 70 percueat
with the burden of this malapportionment falling v the
black elcectorate.

Ao you cai gee, the facts we have before us arc
counllicein, wvith vespeet to the dmpact of this plen on
Llacik voters, and, to this point, we have been wnable wo
rceeolve trnic canflict. Inm that regard, thie Acttorney
General's Seetlon § procedures provide thact if ne is
unable to zesolve conflicting facts witauin the sixcy=day
perivd he shall obiecte (Sce Sectien 51.39(w), 4C Fec.
bene L78.) Accordingly, T muetc on bebalf of the Attoricy
Ceueral dnterpose an objection at this time to chie use ol
the redistriciing plan here under subudesion. owewer,
we will continue our comsideration of the issucs involved

and will actespt to recolve the conflict as scun as Joswibic,

At othat tire we will advigse you furcther as to whoether the
ovjuctioun will Le concinued or withdrawn,

If you biave any questious coucernin; this lcrter,
please feel free to call Cerl W. Cabel (202-704-7439),
birector of thie Lcction 5 Unit of the Voting Lection.
- Sinccrely, y
Jamey Po Turner
dctling Assicrant Attorucey Cencral
Civil Mights divisioan
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