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Civil RightsDivision 

C. R. Montgomery, E8q.

Montgomery & Smith-Vanit 

P.O. Drawer 284 

Canton, Mississippi  39046 


Dear M r .  Montgomery: 
-

h i 8  i s  i n  reference t o  the  c r ea t lon  of the  Ridgeland 
. 	~ u n i c i p a l  Separate School Dis t r ic t  and the  method of e lec t ing

members t o  the board o r  t rus tee8  t o r  t ha t  d i s t r i c t  i n  Madison 
County, b!i8si88ipp1, submitted t o  the  Attornep Otneral pursuant 
t o  Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act or 1965, as amended, 
42 U.S.C. 1973~. We received the  Information t o  complete 
your  submlsslon on Mag 25, 1983. 

We have given careful con8lderation to  the mater ia ls  -
you have submitted, together  with information provided by other  
interested par t i es .  A t  the ou t se t ,  we note tha t  the population 
of the e x i s t i n  Hadiron County School D i s t r i c t  (MCSD) w l l l  be 
reduced from 2f.813 (45.1 percent black) t o  9.898 ('12.2 percent 
b lack) ,  and t ha t  the proposed Rldgeland School D i s t r i c t  w i l l  
contain a t o t a l  population of 14,914 (27.2 percent black). The 
creat ion o f  the  new school d i s t r l c t  w i l l  r e au l t  i n  the tranufer 
of -about  60 percent of the  cur ren t  MCSD's t o t a l  population 

and 36.2 percent of the current  MCSD1s black population to 

the new d i s t r i c t .  


Our analy8i~reveals  that the crea t ion  of the Ridgeland

School District  wlll reduce significantly the  Influence o r  

black voter8 throughout the area of the  present MCSD. These 

vo te rs  now have the opportunity t o  inr luence meaningfully

t h e  adminis t rs t ion of a rchool d i s t r i c t  which consist8 of 
about 25,000 persona. Under the  propobed plan, t ha t  influence 
w l l l  be l imi ted,  i n  major par t ,  t o  a d i s t r i c t  of less than 



10,000 persons and the  4,052 black people'uho w i l l  be p a r t  
of the newly proposed Ridgeland School District w l Z l  have 
v i r t u a l l y  no input  o r  representat ion In the  e l ec t ion  procesa 
contemplated I n  the new d i s t r i c t ,  where e lec t ions  w i l l  be at-
large and r a c i a l  bloc voting seems to  e x l ~ t .  I n  t h a t  context, 
the c rea t ion  o r  the Ridgeland School D l a t r i c t  has resul ted  
i n  8 retrogres8lon i n  the influence and power of black vo te rs  
both i n  the new d i s t r i c t  and i n  t h e  remaining MCSD by uigni t l -  
cant lg  reduclng t h e i r  voting s t rength ,  

I 

Under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, the  submlttlng 
au thor i ty  has the  burden of ahowing t h a t  a submitted change ha8 
no discriminatory purpose o r  e f f e c t ,  See Oeor l a  v, United 
S t a t e s ,  4 1 1  U.S. 526 (1973); see a l s o  t h e  roce urea m e 
Administration of Section 5 (28 C.F.R, 51,39(e)),  In  l i g h t  of 
the conslderatlon8 discu8sed above, I cannot conclude, as I m u ~ t  
under the Voting Rights Act, t h a t  t ha t  burden has been uustalned 
i n  t h i s  instance. Thmefore, on behalf of the  Attorney General, 
I must object  t o  the creat ion of the Ridgeland Municipal Separate 
School D i s t r i c t  and t h e  method of  e l ec t ing  members t o  the board 
of t ~ ~ s t ~ t ~f o r  the d l s t ~ i c t .  

O f  ceursc, ss provided by Section 5 of the Voting Right8 
Act, you have the r i g h t  t o  seek a declaratory judgment from the 
United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  the D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia t h a t  
these changes have ne i the r  the purpose nor will have the effect 
of denying o r  abridging the r l g h t  t o  vote on account of race  o r  
color.  I n  addit ion,  Section 51.44 of the  guideline8 permits you 
t o  request that the Attorney General reconsider the ob3ectlon. 
However, u n t i l  the obJeetion is  withdrawn o r  a judgment from 
the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court i8 obtained, the  e f f ec t  of the 
object ion by the  Attorneg Oeneral is t o  make the  creat ion of 
the Ridgeland Municipal Separate School Distrlct and the method 
of e l ec t ing  members t o  the board of t ru s t ee s  f o r  the d i s t r i c t  
l e g a l l y  unenforceable, 28 C.F.R. 51-9, 



To enable t h i s  Department to meet ' l t r  respon81bility to 
enforce t h e  Votlng Rlghtu Act, please Inform us o f '  the course 
or action the Madlaon County School District  plans to  take with 
respect to this  matter. Xf you have any questions, feel  free 
to c a l l  Carl W .  Oabel (202-724-8388}, Director or the Section 5 
Unit of the Voting Sectlon. 

o L 5 3 a ? L -
Wm. Bradford Reynolds

~ ~ 8 1 8tant ~tt o n e y - ~ e n e r a l  
C l v l l  Rights Dlvision 



Jerrifi Leonard, Esa. 
Thc Farrarut Building 
Suite 1020 
900 Seventeenth Street, 8 .  W. 
Washinp.ton, D. C. 20006 

Dcar ?!r. Leonard: 

?%is refers to your request t h a t  the Attorney General 
reconsider the July 2 5 ,  1983, objection under S e c t i o n  5 of 
tbe  Votin? Rinhts Act of 1965,  as amended, t o  the creation 
and the method of selecting menhers for the Ridpeland 
Ilunicipal- Separate School District  (RMSSD) In Madison County, 
?'ississi~pi. On July 25,  1984. w e  received the latest 
i n f o m a t i o n  s u h i t t e d  by you in support of your request for 
reconsideration. Pursuant t o  your further request, expedited 
ccnsideration has been given t h i s  matter pursuant to t h c  
Procedtlres for the Administration of Section 5 (28 C . F . R .  5 1 . 3 2 ) .  

Vc have  reviewed t he  infornation you have provfded to 
us nesc recently, as well as that previously available to  us. 
Ezsec? upon all of the circumtances ao I presently aderstand 
tlieri,, t h e  objection t o  the creation of the Ridgeland Municipal 
S e ~ a r a t eSchool District is be in^ withdrawn. 

Sincerely,  

WE. Bradford Reynolds 

Assistant Attorney General 


Civi l  Riphta Division 


c c :  C. R. Montgomery, Esq. 


