
Civil Rights Division 

&s_rh!ngn,C.C. In_zlQ 

August 2 2 ,  1983 

James W .  Burgoon, Jr . ,  Esq.
F r a i s e r ,  Burgoon and Abraham 
103 F u l t o n  
Greenwood, Mississip~i 38930 

Dear :4r. Eurgoon: 

T h i s  i s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  proposed reapport ionment of  
the  j u s t i c e  c o u r t  d i s t r i c t s  i n  L e f l o r e  County, M i s s i s s i p p i ,  
submit ted t o  t he  Attorney General  pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  5 of the 
Voting Rights  Act of 1965, as amended, 4 2  U.S.C. 1 9 7 3 ~ .  We 
rece ived  yoar submiss ion on June 24 ,  1983. 

Our a n a l y s i s  shows t h a t  under  t h e  c u r r e n t  sys tem,  L e f l o r e  
County h a s  f i v e  j u s t i c e  c o u r t  d i s t r i c t s ,  four o f  which have 
nonwhite m a j o r i t i e s  i n  e x c e s s  of 60 pe rcen t .  The most h e a v i l y  
b lack  d i s t r i c t ,  moreover, i s  overpopula ted  by 36.7  pe rcen t  
w h i l e  the s i n g l e  e x i s t i n g  whi te  m a j o r i t y  d i s t r i c t  is  under-
populated by  11.pe rcen t .  Under t h e  proposed p lan ,  which pro- 
v ides  f o r  t h r ee  j u s t i c e  c o u r t  d i s t r i c t s ,  o n l y  one d i s t r i c t  
i s  i n  excess  of 60-percent b lack .  

Under S e c t i o n  5, t h e  s u b m i t t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  must e s t a b l i s h  
t h a t  t h e  proposed change does not  have a r a c i a l l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
purpose and w i l l  n o t  have a r a c i a l l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  e f f e c t .  I n  
t h e  i n s t a n t  c o n t e x t ,  a comparat ive  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
plan and the  proposed p l a n  lead3 us t o  conclude t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  
would, i f  approved, have a r e t r o g r e s s i v e  e f f e c t  on t h e  a b i l i t y  
of b lack  voters--who comprise  more than 59 pe rcen t  of the  county- 
wide population--to p a r t i c i p a t e  mean ing fu l ly  i n  j u s t i c e  c o u r t  
e l e c t i o n s  under the sugges ted  r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  Under t h e s e  
c i rcumstances ,  I must, on  beha l f  o f  t he  At torney Genera l ,  
i n t e r p o s e  an o b j e c t i o n  to  the proposed reapport ionment  of t h e  
Lef l o r e  County jus  t l c e  c o u r t  d i s  t r l c  ts. 



O f  cou r se ,  as provided by S e c t i o n  5 of the  Voting 
Rights  Act , ' you  have the  r i g h t  t o  seek a  d e c l a r a t o r y  jadgrnent 
from t h e  Vnited S t a t e s  D i s t r l c t  Court  f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia t h a t  t h i s  change has n e i t h e r  the  purpose no r  w i l l  
have the e f f e c t  o f  denying o r  a b r i d g i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  vo te  on 
account  of r ace  o r  c o l o r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  51.44 of the 
g u i d e l i n e s  permi t s  you t o  r eques t  t h a t  the  Attorney General 
r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  o b j e c t i o n .  However, u n t i l  t he  o b j e c t i o n  Is 
withdrawn o r  a judgment from the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court i s  
ob ta ined ,  t h e  e f f e c t  of the  o b j e c t i o n  by t h e  Attorney General 
i s  t o  ~ a k ethe proposed reapport ionment  o f  the j u s t i c e  cour t  
districts legally unenforceab le .  28 C.F.R. 51.9. 

To enable  t h i s  Department t o  meet I t s  r e s p o n s l b f l i t y  
t o  e n f o r c e  the Voting Rights  A c t ,  p l e a s e  Inform us o f  the  
cou r se  of  a c t i o n  L e f l o r e  County p l a n s  t o  t ake  wi th  r e spec t  
t o  this mat t e r .  If you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  call 
Car l  W.  Gabel (202-724-8388), D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Sec t ion  5 Unit  
of the  Voting S e c t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

uJ$+>~-& 
o r  .e no lds  

A s s i s t a n t  ~ t t o r n e ~ -General 
C i v i l  Righ ts  D iv i s ion  


