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G r i f f i n  Norquiet ,  Esqu i r e  
Bridgforth,  U v e ,  Norquiot 
L S t e w a r t  

203 South Hain Street 
Yazoo City8  M i s ~ i ~ ~ i p p i39194 

Dear Ur. Norquis t  r 

his r e f e r s  to t h e  propored s u p e r v i s o r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  
p l a n ,  t h e  rea l ignment  o f ' v o t i n g  p r e c i n c t s ,  and t h e  p o l l i w
p l a c e  change i n  Yazoo County, H i s s i r r i p p i ,  m u b i t t e d  to  the  
At to rney  a n e r a 1  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of t h e  Vot ing R igh t s  
~ c tof 1965, as mended, 42 U.S.C. 1973~. We r ece ived  t h e  
in format ion  t o  camplate  your  8 u b i s s i o n  on October 21, 1985, 

We have conriderecl  crrefu l l y  the Inforrrmation you bags 
provided, as  w e l l  a6 Bureau of t h e  Census data and ccxnme~to 
and in fo rma t ion  provided  by other i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  A t  the 
o u t s e t ,  we n o t e  t h a t  minor modif icat ion.  have boon made to  
t h e  plan t o  which t h e  A t to rney  General  o b j e c t e d  on  Oscaaber 16, 
1983, i n  order to c u r 8  t h e  m a l a p p o r t i o m e n t  t h a t  was pre88nt  
i n  t h a t  p lan.  

o u r  a n a l y s i s  ahow, however, t h a t 8  a8 i n  t h e  oarl iar  
plan,  t h i s  p roposa l  con t inue8  to unnecesua r i l y  fragment the 
black caamunity i n  Yazoo C i t y  i n t o  t h r e e  districts, While 
t h e  s u h i t t e d  p l a n  r e s u l t s  i n  t w o  d is t r ic ts  i n  which t h e  black 
c a m u n i t y  h a s  a u i t e a b l e  percen tage ,  and 8 t h i rd  district w i t h  
a bare m a j o r i t y  of tho to ta l  p0pu18tionr t h e  Vot ing R igh t s  A c t  
do88 n o t  permit the drawing of d i r t r ic t  l i n e s  t h a t  a r e  designed 
t o  ach ieve  a p a r t i c u l a r  racial  percentage.  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  C i t y  of Yatoo a8 the meeting p o i n t  for a l l  
f i v e  dtstrictr  had t h e  c a l c u l r t a d  e f f e c t  of f ragment ing t h e  
b l a c k  v o t e n  80 as t o  inrure t h a t  tba black camnunity'8 oppor-
t u n i t y  for meaningful  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the mlectoral process
w u l d  be s i n h i z e d .  We have y e t  t o  r e c e i v e  a u a t i l r f r c t o r y
e x p l a n a t i o n  for t h i r  approach. 



3% is rlaar tha t  =ha Tsunty c l n  ~ m c ~ ~ l i = h~adiotrieting
i n  accordance with t h e  one-person, one-vote , r e g u i n m e n t  wi thout  
t h e  need leso  f ragmenta t ion  t h a t  h a s  been a n  in tegral .pa: t  of 
its mf f o r t s  to date. Whichever a l t e r n a t i v e  t h e  County ch00888 
w i l l  s a t i s f y  t h e  Vot ing R igh t s  A c t  so long  as t h e  County can 
.how t h a t  i ts cho ice  i s  free of d i s c r i m i n a t o r v  D u r w s e  and 

I - -
aftect. See Georgia v. United S t a t e s ,  411 u.5. 526 (197313 
see a180 t h e  Procedures  for t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  of S e c t i o n  5 

While (as  w i t h  t h e  p rev ious  p l a n )  w e  do n o t  f i n d  t h a t  
this prsposal has a d i r e r b i n a t o r y  effect under S e c t i o n  5 --
s i n c e  it does  n o t  l e a d  t o  -a r e t r o g r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
r ac ia l  m i n o r i t i e s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  e x e r c i s e  of 
t h e  electoral f r a n c h i s a g  (Beer v. United S t a t a s ,  425 U.S. 130, 
1 4 1  ( 1 9 7 6 ) )  -- w e  are u n a b m o  conclude t h a t  t h e  p r e a e n t  s u b  
m i s s i o n  is wi thout  a r a c i a l l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  purpose. Under 
these c i rcumstances  t h e n ,  I must, on behalf  of the Attorney
Genera l ,  i n t e r p o s e  an  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  county ' s  mupemisor 
r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan.  

Because t h e  p r e c i n c t  and p o l l i n g  p l a c e  changes are 
based on t h e  boundar ie r  of t h e  proposed dirtsicts, I can r a k e  
n o  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  them a t  t h i s  time. me 
28 CaFoRe 51*20(3 ) .  

Of course, as provided  by Sec t ion  5 of t h e  Voting R igh t s  
A c t ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  seek a d e c l a r a t o r y  judgment from t h e  
u n i t e d  S t a t e s  District  Cour t  f o r  t h e  District o f  Columbia t h a t  
these changer  have n e i t h e r  t h e  purpose nor  w i l l  have t h e  a f f e c t  
of denying or ab r idg ing  t h e  r i g h t  to v o t e  on  account  o f  t a c o  or 
c o l o r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  51.44 of t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  p.mite 
you t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  At torney General r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  objec-
t i o n .  However, u n t i l  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  i 8  withdrawn or a judgment
f r a a  t h e  Di8trict of Columbia C i r c u i t  I 8  obtained, t h e  e f f e c t  
of  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  by the At to rney  General  i8  t o  make t h e  r ed i s -  
t r i c t i n g  p l a n  l e g a l l y  unenforceable ,  28 C.F,R. 51.9. 

To e n a b l e  t h i s  Department t o  meet its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
e n f o r c e  tho Voting R i g h t s  A c t ,  p l e a s e  inform u s  of t h e  cou r se  
of a c t i o n  Ymzoo County p l a n s  to take with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i a  
matter. I f  you hav8 any q u e r t i o n s ,  ' f e e l  free t o  ca l l  Sandra S. 
Coleman (202-724-83861, Director of  t h e  Sec t ion  5 Uni t  of t h e  
v o t i n g  Sec t ion ,  

A s s i s t a n t  At torney  General  
C i v i l  Righ t e  D iv i e ion  

cc: 	 Honorable E. Grady J o l l y  
Uni ted S t a t e s  C i r c u i t  Judge 


