Honorstls Frank &, ¥alls

Bayor, City of arlisgton

P. o bxsver 87

barliasgtoa, Zouth Caveoliss 253532

Lesr Fayor Yellas:

Refercemce 13 made to your schalssisn mmdaer
Lectisn 5 of tha ¥Voting 2ights ret of 1565 con-
eezalizng the chenge from & plurslity ¢o & majority
sreten of slections for sayor 2nd alderzen sad the
fzplemeatation of reaidsncy vecuiranments for
aldenuznic positicas. The sixty days vhich tha
Attorngy Comsral has to faterpsse an edisetioa o
 the {splensatation of your proposed plam explrea
on August 21, 1973.

The subritted changas Tequire that aldercsale
caadidates de residants of the dlstriet for whieh
they yun and yoquire that mayoral asd aldsrmanie
eanzidites recelve & majorizy woteo t5 be elected..

Cur analyais hes shoum that whero thers {s iacresssiag
participretion ia the political proczes by the blaek
caxcanity as {n Tarlinpteon, & malority sad residenecy
reculirenent have the practieal effict of elixiasting
the potantisl for miacrity woters to elect candiidates
of etheir cheles through the usce of slagla<abot woting.
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ion, rscent court declisions éoaling,
=23 thiz asture, asd 2o shizh ve fz281
@ilﬁz*r‘ to give graat welght, indlesre that the
eozbiastica of residaney requiTemaats sad ssjoavicy
wots veculvenents Bave the effeet of xhridpiag
niagrity vatlag zights, Crzwss v, Jagaes, 343 ¥,
Supp. 704 (5.0, Tex. 19725, afi'd, hites v, Razgstaz
41 U.5.L.%. 4335 {1573}; sae Ehltcond v, Lhavis,
433 U.5. 124 (1%71),
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2g2d on all thae availsbla feets and elrcun~
staaces, tha Attorney Canersl £33 wnashle to coaclude
as @ must wrier the Voting Rights Act that the
changas {ovolving the i{mplasaatitlon of resideney
requiranents and & majority recuircrent will not
bave & discointnatory recia]l effeet on wotinr,
Conssgueatly, the Attorusy Cenarzl mast {atzrpose
aa oblsetlion to the faplemeatation ef the sudbaitted
pravisions.

Should you wish to prasent jwstiflication forx
the changas oblactad to, or cvidencs that thelr
inplezentztion would aot violste Section 5 of the
Voting Rights ict of 1965, we will consider the
nattar fugthar,

Of coursa, 28 provided for by Zection 3, you
have tha alternztive of iastituting sa zction is the
Onired States Slatrict Court for the Glagxiet of
Coluni:ia for & deelaratory judgoant that ths chonges
do not kayve tha purpess and will set bavae the effaect
of denying or sbridgiaz the t‘lghs to vofe o2 account
of reca ar c¢olox.

Siacmly ’

Jo STANLEY NOITINGER
Assiztmt Attormey Ganeval
Civil Rights Divislica




