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s, Trasva Asbworth

Staff Attocrney

Gi{fice of the Attmcy Generzl
Kade Hsmoton Gffice Buiiding . =
Post Office Box 118549 o
Coianbia, South Carolins 25211

Lesr Ks, Askworth: "y

This s {n reference to your submission pursusaat
to Sectica 3 of the Voting Rights Act of 1365 of Act
B912 (19574) shich provides that cendidates for the
Derchester County Council be glscted in as at-large
electico systex., Your suxission wzs received om
February 71, 1974.

¥e have conaidercd the sudzitted plam slong with
Ceusus Buresu dats and information and cocents froc
dnrerested parties. Our snalysis reveals that svem
: blacks constitute ovexr 354 of the populatiom
{1976 Censua) 52 Bercheatsr Couaty mo black bas ever
been slected to the coumty counci{l 1in modern tines and
there {8 & listory of rxcial bloc woring., Ve further
neta thauismc. cf:haajcriqmmwmt
Souta c“‘lm‘ o & e - oo . .

Receat court decisions sugpeat that the ea:plcy-
eent of &3 at-large votiag systexs mader aircimstances
sich as those axisting in Sorchester County would
operate to nlnixize or dilute the voting strength of

the minority sad, thus, han sa lanvidiocs digeriasnatory

effect, Zee Fhite v, e, 412 V.8, I35.41973):
Yhitcoeb v, &e 403 U S. 124 (1971); Lixe
425 7,10

bckeithea, .Zd 1297 {3tk Cir. 1973
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McZeithen, ¥o. 71—22:1 (S:h Cir, w:‘ 1973);
€1ty of Potersbursg v. Palted States 334 ¥. Supp. 1071 -
(&.0.C. 1972), g!f' 10 U.S. 962 (1973), The Supreme
Couxt in the case identified an assortment of
facters which might contridute to such dilutica. In
Vhite v, Rezester the Court upheld the lower ecourt’s

against at-large voting systems ia Bexexr and Iinllss
Countiss, Texes, upon determining the presamcs there of
scvers] slements which the Court zousidered a» satia-
£ying the Whitcosd test. These included a msjority
vote resuirevent and leck of success of dleek eancidstes,
twe factors shown by our apalysis to exist here.

In vizw of these court declsions and en the basis
of all the avalladle fscts and circumsteacss, the Attornay
General {s waable to conslude, 82 Do must wader the Voting
Rights Act, thet Act R$13 will not have a discrisinatory
racial effect on voting., Yhersfore, on dehalf of tha
Attorney Geneval, 1 sust {aterpose an odlection to ths
mplmngtan of ths at-lzrge slecticm aystes subodied
in Act B513.

Becatse of the pandency of tha proaceséings in
Lee 8l, ¢, Civ. Actiom Mo, 73-902
B.8.C.), the court’'s order ot Januarvy 2, 1974,
m.zummmxmamamy
ofthulctm:nmm:némlhthucm.

Slnmoly,

d. SARLEY MOTTLHGER
- Aesistant Attmy &nml
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