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HeoT . MeConnell;

This ig In zvefevence to en Crdinonce dated
Navelt 19, 1974, awandiag Scetcloa 2+19 of the Code of
Wnltorbozo Lo c¢atcblish a vesidoncy vequirenent fov
counedlmanle cleceions Fur the City of Walterbore,
anad, to the adopelon of a2 councilenmnpner Tova of
soveTiment for tho CLliy scebaitted o the Allaraey .
Goeaeral pursuant o Scetion 5 of the Votlag Rights o
Act of 19585, Your gsubmicsion of the residency requlre-
avnt wag voeceived ilavelh 28, 1974, and youwr submission
nf the councilemanagzer fouwm of governwent was received
on Aprll 18, 1974,

We have glven carcelul consideration to the sube
witted changes and the supporting information. Our
anslysle indicaces that the Imposiiion ol & vesldency
veaqulvement fov 4 ol the § couanciliwanic scacs, in tha
context of a majovity vequisencnt for the primary
alectlon, staggered terms, The veceai iavalidation of

tlie pvohibition agalnst singiceghiot voting in Scephenson v,

N

large electlons rvduces the notential voting strength of
cactal minorities, Thereluve, we ave uashble to conclude,
23 we must unagy the Votlag Rights act of 1955, that tue
implemcatatipn of =uch g vrosldency roequirvement does
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act hnve the pucopoue or will not hoave the cifect of
denying, or abuidgiag the right to vete on ascouat of
raee oricolow. L omust, therafore, on behald of the
Actornay Lenercl, iaterpove an objeciicn to Lhe
impiomentation of the subwltted residency reguivcgent

3 tion 5 perwits you Lo seek o
uL*;aratory jv : from the uniLGL states Listrict
Lourct for the i trict of  clushiio thot this plan
aeolther B the serneve nor will bove the eifect of
cenylng sbeldoing the cisht ko wote on account of
Ao X coiok. Jigrrever, watit sush o judgwent is
vondered by that ourt, the legal eifeat of the objec
tion by the Attommey Lenceal 3 to render unenforucxbLe
the resideary rerairement plan.

Of course
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the Attoraey Genewal, bowever, does aot inter
BOSe aay objectica fo the ~.h.\as_.e to n council-nsnager
Sama ef government. lowever, we feel & responsibilicy
Lo noint cub that leanticn 9 ¢f the vVoting Rights Act
anpressly provides thut the failure of the Atterney
General to objoct deoes act buavr any subsegquent judicial
sotion to enjoin the eafevcement of such a chaange.

ln wonsidering the cysten for coaducting future
aleckivas in vour fity you way wish to chtadn LCUAL

sovice on the wossibie ccnstitutionnal lunfinsltics

iavelved in nt-karpe electlomsundar commiarable situaticns,
pen Whlte v, terester, ALZ U.b. 753 (Lv73); dwrmer v,

Huiﬂithpn, AT v td Lig? (Sehotdr. L8973); Turner v.
nohelthen, C. 4. Ho. JL-222L0 (5t Gy, 1973).  udee 2lso,
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pesr v, Jnlted krtes, . 0. o, LASE-T73 (UG, Baveh L4,

Lilay . chould you conciude tlint st-lorpge elections din
Walterbore iall within the rule of such onses, you may
wicll to consider 2ltemative elention systems such 23
fairly drawn slagle nomber diatricts vhdiceh thoe courts
have epproved. We vould be plensal to discuss this or
othor approprinte uestions with you or your repro-
sentatives, or. Cerald &, dones (L02-~736-2107) ox

N iir. Michaei U. Johneon (202--738-3779) is available
for this purpose.

slncerely,

Jo STAULLY LOTTLRGRR
asslstant Attornay General
Cividl Lights Livision
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