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L. Me. Trova G. Ashwouth

. Ageistant Attowmey Gengral
Ztate of South Carolina

Wade Hampton Gilice Building
Post CGffice Bor 11549
Columbis, South Caroling 23211

Lear s, Ashworilhi;

This is ia rveifcronce o South larolina State
Acl R626, the redistricuing of the County Council of
Jambery Couaty, South Cavolina, submitted to the Attoraey
Genewal pursuant wo Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act
6L 1965, as amwadud. Your submission was completed on
dMay 31, 1976,

We bave glven careful congideration to the laiorma-
tion provided as wall as cousaents from interested parties.
We are concernad undor Section 5 with whether a districting
plan dilutes the votlng ctrenglh of any group of persons
on thwe basis Of race ox celor. 4n anzlysis of the subaiited
plaa indlcates that such dilucioe appears to ezist i this
plan,

Specifically, we note that the submitied plau
provides & black population wajorlity in four of the
sevea councilmanic distrlets (Dilstiicts 3, 4, O and §)
but a black majerity in voting age populationiia only
two districes (Dlcewricts 5 aad 6), The resulting eficet,
against the backproand of racial bloc votiag that appears
to exist in this county, is that while blacks comprise at

e s



levst hall obf fhe voting age vopulation anud wore thnan

bali of ths county's totdl populativn, they will have

fae opporiualty o elest coadldates ol theiv choice im
only two vnl ol vaven coliieilwanic wiuvdoicCs,  Qus

analycly ¢o ota2 sulevaunl wabo does ool suggesy & sompelliay
Teugon Lov uols suduli,

Yheverore, 1 wiet ou behali ol the Attormey Guueisl
iEerpose su oujectlon vo At RB20 s it applles to the

vedistricting of the susivers County Council. T
UL course you ary parmiited undsr section 5 ol S
the Voting sights act to scek @ daclepustory judgment R

in the Cisteict Cout fov the uvlstrict of Coluambia that
Wo2é dows wol have the purpose or eifcst of denyiny o
surddgiang she wight To vote on ccount of zace oy color.
Hc'"v;;, uiitll each o Juwdigauiab 1s ovtalned the eifcct of
the objection Dy thc Attorney Gunes fal Ly o mender the
ctisnge legally uacnforceuble,

Simeerely,

J. stanley Podtimgex
&Hsslstaat Atcoraey Ganeral
Civii wighes pivision
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8. Treva G. Adshworth
Asslgtant Attomcey Geacral
State of South Curolinag

Wade Hamnton Gffice Ywilding
Yost Qfflcee bax 11544

Columbia, vouth Carxollna Y211

vcar Mu. Astwrorth:

This is in veference o your request for rve-
cangideration of ths objection interposed on July 30,
1976, to “outh Cavolina Stute Act ®’625, which provides
fov the couacllimanic wedleirictlng of Bauwbexyg County,
South Carolina, submltcted to the Attormey General
pursuaat tu Scction S5 of che Voting Wights Act of 1905,
as amended. Your additicaal infovmation was Teccived
on Qctobar 14, 197G, and at youz mectiag of Cctoboer 18

1976, with Ms. Retocea White end Mr. David Huater of mj
stalf.

We have g,ivm careiul conslderation to the
informgtion you have fumiched, particularly that
indlcating widespread support for the plan in the
black community and the black victories im vecent
olectiong. Lased upor owr review of these and othor
facts presented, his is to confizu your telephoae
convergatioa f Cegober 30, 1976, with ¥r. Gorald W,
Joaes of my 8taif who advised you that the Attorncy
({ﬂx;gtal withdraws the objectica internosed q® July 30,

976,

viacerely,

Aasia:ant Attoxaey’
. Givil:mights Dyision’
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