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ear ¥#y. Megaglay:

his 4a in refersnce to the changs to a majorisy
vote regquiresmant sud {xzpleventatins of the ome Rule
st for the City of Seneca, South Cavoelise, submitied
%0 the Attorney Sensmral pursuaat to Ssction 3 of the Yotiag
#ights Act of 1365, as amended. Yuur submission was
received on July 15, 197¢.

e Dave givan careful eonsiceration ¢ the informatican
furnished Dy you as wall as Ruresu of the Cansus data and
iaformation and comsants froz i{atsrested partias. On the
Lasis of our anslysia we are unabls o coaglude, as we
wust under the Voting Adghts act, that the lwpesition of
a sajoxrity vote requiremssat will not have & rwhny
discriminatioxry effsgt in the conduct ¢f slectioas in
city of Bensce.

uuum the avidence is conflicting our analyeis
reoveals that blacke aonstitute a subscantial porcion of the
popalation of the <ity of Zenecs and that hloo voting aleng
raciel lines may exist. Urnder thees eirecumstancss, recant
court decisions, to which we fesl ohligated to glve grsat
waight, indicate that a majority vote zequirenment ia the
sontext of at-lares slectione say have the potenkial for
adbridging ninority voting rights. Seu White v,
4321 ¥.%. 735 (1973): whitcomd v. Chavis, 405 o.a%ﬁﬁuy.
™hme the oity has not satisfled the mdaa of peoof requirsd
under Ssation 5. Scm 28 C.P.R. S1.19.




- Acgordiagly, om beahal? of e Lktorney Ceseral, I
st laterposs an ebjsctlios to ths {eplawentation of majority
vota Tegquitvement for elactios of e Sayer and Couacilnen of
the ity of Jeneca. Of sourse as providad by dgetion 3 of
the Yoting tights sot, you have the rivkt o ssek & Jaclars-
tery judguant Ipce the Listriot Cewrt for the Jistrict of
tolusbia that this chanys Las nmeltlier tha purrose mor will
bave the sffect of danyiny or abcidgiss eho rigit 50 vote oxn
scoouat of raee oF cslex., Litdl such Judgnent i sendered
57 that Court, howewsr, tie idgal effect of tie odjection

Ly the ALL0Fhey dLoaandzal i3 to aade the chanye in quoeatlion
isgaliy unenforeeasls. .

3. Btanley Pottiagar
Ansistant Attovnay GConexal
© Ciwll Rights Slviaton
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vads 1o in rofarences o the chenge to & swjoerisy
votg requivemant and daplemsntation of i iloime fwule
Act for <hao City of 3eneawa, South Caxolina, submlcted
to Liae Attorney Suneral pursusnt to Scetion Y of the Yool
ui5hts Act 0f 13¢h, as anendad. Yeur sulbwuission waa
LOL:LVC:UI O:& J‘.oly .L—, ld7ov

lie have given careful congddoration to thu l..ormutxcn
Surndslhied by you as well as hureau of ciy Junsusd data and
inforimstion and coumaents fraa laterestad parties, O
Laslis of our analysis va are unablao to cunclude, as we
rudt under tho Votlag Adlqgnis ach, that tne dupesizion ol
majority vote roduirencant will not have @ racsialiv

ulsuri&¢natiory eifcci in the condust of eloctioms in the
ity of Seuccua.

Although tie evidaicw is couflicting oar wnalyais
reveals that Lleohs consuitute a cubsnantin* portion of the
popalatdon of the ity of Ceacca and that bloc voting along
raclal lines way exist. ndaers thase ax*cum"tancea. recong
court docisions, wo wideh we foel ohligatad tu ygive Iect
valgit, indicate tihab a rayority vote ragulrensint in the
contexrt of at~larqge ULQuthﬂo WAy have xhn votential for

sbridgdng nincrﬁty voting righin. &Sao thite v Jweaantor,

31z U,S. Y30 (147.,\' ‘iu LPO"}‘ Ve Cf'aVl.do 403 L\bo -&‘)4 (lq,.’)v
Lhius Che city nas buL satisiicd ¢ho bindien of 'rout rovuired
anesr Seotion . foe &L LM LL10.
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