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¥r-. b, A, Early

County Attoraey

Fost Uffice Box 233

Barderg, South Carelina 25033 - -

Lear Hr, farly:

this 48 in reference to the chan~e in refarendoxm
cate and to the chanye in the method of fillino wacarncies
¢n the Lounty Schoeol Board in Barbery Count:, Soutih Qurelins,
suonittad to the Atturney Ganeral rursuvant to S~ction % of
the Voting sionts 2ct of 1965, as anendes., Your subzissicn
was recelved on aAugust 24, 1977, arl in accordéance wit:
your rejucst expedited consideration was given pursuant tco
the Frocecdures for the Adninistration of Saction 5 of the
Voting Rivhts xct (26 C.F.H. Beeticoa 51.22).

7le Attornsy Genersl docs not interzase arny obtiections
to the charje in referendun date fron Novorier 197¢ to
izrch 1577, or to the change froo an arspointive tc an @lective
sethod of £i1ling vacancies on the County School Brard,
Howgver, we fecl & responsibility to point out that Section 5
of the Voting Rights hcot exyrescly provides that the fajilure
cf tho Attorney General to object does not bar anvy sulssguent
judicizl acticn to enjoin the enforcewment ©of such chances.

With respect to the at-large fesature of the electoral .
gyston wo have carefully conzicered the infermation you
rprovidel as well as sloction retarns for at-large elections
ir waich black persons hava corjeted. We are conceranec under
Section 5 with whethar this at-larye feature dilutes the
veting strength of any grou, of persong oa the basis of
race or color.
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¥Wc note that the subritted plan calls for the a2lectisn
of peven &chool Board menrbers, ons froo each ¢f the seven
councilmanic districts. Blacks cazirise 42 percent of the
registered voters, at least hzlf of the voting age pojulaticw,
and have thc Botential to elaect three candidates of their
choice under present ccuncilranic districting syster.
The injection of an at-larce featury, acainst the basigrowid
cf raciel bloc voting that appears to exdist iu the county,
significanily reduces the cpportunity of minority votars te
select the cancidates of their cuocice. .

“hereforc, I must on behalf of the Atterney Teneral
interjosc an oljectiox to the at-large feature of the
electoral systenu for the Banberg County, £onth Carolina
§chocl osoarc.

Lader Bections £1.21(L) ani 51.24 of tle Procodures
for the Adizinistration ©f Saction & of the Voeting rdghtk
Act, you may reguest the Attorney General to reconsgicer
thiz ebjection. 1In adéition, you ere permitted undcr
Scction 5 of the Yotinc Riahts Act to seek a declaratory
judgwent in the listrict Crurt for tha Iistriet of culuziis
that this change docs not have the purposs or effect ef
denyirs or abiricdging the right to wotc on account of raca
¢r color, However, until such a judgwent is obtained ta:
effect of the objection by the sttorney Gocneral is to
rancer the chance legally uneunforceable.

Yinally, wa are enclesing for your convenience a
coyy of our guidslines. This should be helpful to you in .
gaxing future sulwdssions under the Voting kights aAct., If
we 2y be of furthar service to you please do nmot hesitate
to contact us. ' ) .

&incercly,

Drew Z. Duys II1
A8cistant Atztorney Genaral
Civil Rights Division




