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:- :. ',- T h i s  'is in refermce t o  Act ?PO (1366)' a d  

. . . . . . .  .. .'to the adoptiou of the couacil-su?ervisor form of '. .' .. 
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governlent aad rm at-larze electoral. . . . . . . . . .
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3~~2251)for . . . ....- . . 
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. . .South C o ~ o l ~ a ,.s&=ittcd1:. Colretcn CourzcJ, to the
,:::,,. . , .- , 

'Attomiey General p-arsqsint to Section 5 of the Vot+tqt ::. . . 
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, .  1 t . i ~our md~za ta ( l ln I (that as of :icve&er 1. 
, . . I  , ..,- .. . ' 1964, Colleen Comty kod u three-mvber bozrd of 

. . :  . "  - . . .  c o ~ s u i o n c r ~. . , and that cle corn- was divide& i c t o  
... .:. . . . . .  districts, w i t h  one cmdssionsr electad frcz c a b  

$ : . . .  district b 7  the e lector~teof that district  and oao 5p 
'!
1 

. . -. : ., . - .  the entire electorare of tiie ~3-sty. cict":40. 7Ei) (12385) 
. . ' : kcreased t'rzz s ize  of the board of eomissiancrs 2ro-x .. 
!, , . 

. . .  three merhers to Eivc, w i t h  a sec~CCjcerrer electedI - Cb this understaidin,~ X O Reach of ti?e D70 d i ~ t ~ i ~ t ~ .  . 
!
1. ' - the Attorney Gansrcil doss n o t  fntarpose any objection 

, 

, ' t o  A c t  So. 780 (1166). However, we feel a rcspocsfbilitp
y 

t o  poiut out thzc Section 5 oZ the Voting F-igfits A c t  

t .. .'..: . ex?ressly ?r=vi~!asthnc t5e  failwe o f  tth Ac tomcy 
\ -% . -

. . General to object  does zot bar alp stibsequcnr ju.2ictal1 
. action t o  - j o b  the cnforce~eatof the change. 
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. . . .  , The combined effecr of Act ?b.R963 (1376) 
,.the referenda held in Colleton Cacnty on I.lovccBer 2 

.. 

and 

m d  

'i ., 16, 1976, vas to &any,e from electAon by districc as' 

:' described ajove t o  a council-su~errisari o n  o f  goverrzmnt 
. and . , .  

the at-large election, w i t h  s-ered to- ,  of a . .- .*. . . 



. . . . . . . . . . . .  six-marher county council. Under the council-strr?er~sor 
, - .:;. f o n ,  the su?ert?sor serves ea chief a&iinistrati~e . . . .\ 

. . . .. a , ' . . . officer of the cottnty and as chaimm of the co&?tp. . ... . . . .n . . 
. ., , :  . cauucil and is clccred by tilo entire electorate of the. * . . ...-. . .. . . . . . . .  coullty. Unr',er South Carolina law, a majority vote is. . . .  

. . . '  ' required :or aor.dnation or' t h e  supervisor and the 
# . mefiers o f  the council. . .. .  .. ' , . . '  .. . . 
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t . . .. Ue h a 4  e:ca'~~\irrodthis electoral svtt& in view 

. ~ fc5rcmt~ncesin Colleton Cowry that ,  wdor tbe legal
*. :. . . 

1 . -

princi~lesby vhich ve are gufded, we nu.3t corzsiScr 
i . .  . . . . .  relevmt. See &er v. 3nited States,  425 U.5. 150, 141 

. .. + . . (1976 )  ; Ci t-7 of ? 3 - i = ~ ~ ~ : l o n ' ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ t atsc3, 422 t'.S . 3S9 . . ,. .: --
i . . ... . . '... ' (1975) ; ';;'nitc.---.. v. k c r ~ s t e r.----# 4I2 U . 3 .  l35-71973) ; P.llen v. 
, . : ,State Za~raor 2lccrions, 333 U.S. 544, 569 ( 1 9 6 3 7. . . . . . .  . ' - . .'.. -. : =xse. - . .  V. 2oard of t fo~~~ i s s ionersof ?!in63 CG:IF.~T, 554 . . . . .:.. : . -

. : pxd'; '% . . .  9 ( S ~ ~ ~ j ' i 7 ~ ( e nasae), cert. denied, 46 ., .-,
1. ....... ..:. ... V.S,L.W. 3357 (ihv. 18, 19';f;i)71Z. 7?=&9'9).. . . . . . ..:I. . . . ,. -. 

6 . .  . .. . .. ... . .  
- *. 

I. , . -.*.; , $'* -J 

.. - . . . . ., .. .  . Accortiz?,q t o  the informtion you have provided, ... ' . . - _ .  . . . . .1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I - .- iaEomotion lvrd coz.e.nts *on ot!rer interested parscns, 

9' . . . . .. . . .
. $  . . . research con&~ctadby our s ta fz .  m d  'datacontainc9 23 
: f  . . : - ' . . . ., " . '. . 

the 1970 census, Cqc fo1lo:;ing clrcuix tzmces in Colleton. , .  .'. . ' ....
j -:c. ' ,  : ,, .. 

County appear t o  exist.  'Ehe po?iitation of Coxleten Cocztg 
. $ 8  . ,, 

- :! ,. . .-.. 
. &a 27,707; blnc!z,s constitute 47 Berccnt of t h i s  population. 

, . .. . . .  For the electioa oi the board of comAssioners . a d  tba 
t ! ! . ,  . 
! . . - . .  . . . .. board .ofschool trusteos the county 13 d v i d c d  into tr-:o 
;I . - . ., : . . e n  districts, 3lacics constitute a w j o x i t y  in the eastern 
j . :.: di~trict. One brae!; vres elected t o  the board of 3c;?ool 

- . .  trustees 1572 and reelected in 1976; a aacona black 
.. , . '. ' was elected t o  t!~at board in 1374. 30th were e l e c t c d  

! :. . . .. :. . ,. . 
by the electorate of the eagtern district. Residential 

. . . .. . . patterns in the cou=ty are such that the crcaticn oP Ziva 
. . .  . . f:si~1y-.lra?msLnsle-z~~3erdistricts natisfying z?plic&le 
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, . . , .  . . legal.-requiremenrsc~uldbe expected to  result in ona or 
. .  wre dist z i ets Ilavir=g a Sleek' ixtjo~itgi ~ ??oyrrlatic.-il. Arz 

. .,. analysis of procinct electior returas for elect ions  in 
, . _  .:;. . . . - .  

, ., j  . . . . . . . .  
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- L - . .  -whichthere were black canciic?ates ~ u p p ~ t t s23 infctrecce 
. ,  .. .  - . . . . . . .  
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.' -.. that whits voters i r r  t5e couzlty ara ~c,enorallyreltlctGt t o  
. ' .' i .  :. . !. . .  vote fox blzck canCi&tes a d  an inference that had a. . . .. . . . .1 . .- 6 .. 

! . .  - .-'majoxityvote  been requirzd for election to  the board of.' . _ 
! - - . . . 

. . . .  , I, ,.'education. . .in 1372 the black candidate wauld not have been 
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