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Treva G, Ashworth 
Assistant Attorney General 
Wade Beunpton O f f  ice Building 
Post O E f i e e  Box 11549 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 

Dear I.ls, Ashworth: 

T h i s  is in reference to your request for recanaidera- 
tion of the objection Interposed on September 4 ,  1979, 
p u r o m t  to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act  as amended, 
to A c t  R82 (1979) devolving the authority Lo levy taxes 
for school purposes to the Colleton County CowciX in 
South Carolina. Your request Was received September 20, 
1979, and as you requested, final consideration held in 
abeyance until the October 23, 1979 referendum election in 
Colleton County on their method of election. 

Our ohjectian to R82 ( 1 9 7 9 )  was baser3 on an objection 
interposed an February 6, 1973 to A c t  780 (1966) and the 
adoption of the cauncil-supervisor form of government with 
an at-large electoral system, to whicsh the new p o w e r  tmuld 
be transferred. 

The result of the refexendm election held October 23, 
1979 provides for at-large elections to which an objection
has been interposed today. Tltue we have not found a basis 
for the withdxa~valof the Attorney Gcnerallsobjection. 
Therefore, on behalf of the Attorney General,  T rmst 
decline to withdraw the objection. 
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Of course, Section 5 pemAts you to seek a cleclaratasy
judgment from the District Court for the District of Col tunhia  
that t h i ~enactment haa neither the purpose nor #e effect of 
denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race or 
membership in a language minority group irxasgective af 
whether khe change has previously k e n  s u b m f t t a d :  to t31e 
Attorney anoral. As previoaaly noted, until such a judgment 
is rendered by that court, t h e  lagal affect  sf the objection 
by the Attorney Ganeral i~ to render me chmso in qiestlon
rurenfoxceabla. 

To enable this Department to feet i t s  responsibility 
to enforce the Vatirrg Rights A c t ,  please inforxn us w i t h i n  
twenty days o f  your receipt of t h i s  letter what course of 
action Calleton County plans to take vritk respect to t h i s  
matter. Xf you have any questions concerning this lettar, 
please feel free to call 1ia. Rallue Wriqht (202--724-7170) 
of our staff, who has been assigned to han~ilethis submission. 

DmW S .  DAY8 I Z X  
Assistant A.frtowney General 

Civil Rights Division 



