
I.& ?'re- G .  A S k w ~ t t h  
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
State of South Carolina 
Wade Eanyton Office Buileing 
P o s t  Office Box 11549 
colunbia, South C a r o l i n a  29211 

This is in reference to F-ct R293 of the 1979 Souti1 
C z r o l f r z a  General Asserinbly, which provides for the Itoldirici 
of elections for Chester Cour,ty council ~.&ers not later 
than LecmAer 1, 1979, or if not held by that date, for  
the holding of county council electio9s at the time of 
the 1990 General ~lection,subdttcd to the Attorney General 
pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Xiqkts Act of 19G5, as 
amendec?. Your subraission wes received on rt-ucpst 27, 1S73. 
In accordance w i t h  your request expedited consideration has 
been given this subsiiission pursuant to the proceCi-ual guide-
lines for the admfnistration of Section 5 (28 C.F.R. 51.22). 

Ve have been informed that the Chester C o w t y  C o u n c i l  
has decided not to hold elections in 1979. Ir8 a result, t h e  
effect of A c t  I293 (August 21, 1979) is to nanzate the next 
election of the Chester County Council in ?Covenher, 1920. 

On October 28, 1977, the Attorney General objectei! 
to the change f r o m  single-member districts to at-large 
elections in Chester County. This objection was enforced 
in United States v. County Council of Che~terCounty, C i v .  
Action f!o. 78-881 (D. S.C. June 8,  1975). S-absequently t h e  
kuth  C a r o l i n a  General Asserbly enactes m48 (3.979), which 
established singlemember districts for Chester County to 
be implemented on the second Tuesday in tSove&er, 1379. 
T h i s  statute was preclarsd pursuant to Section 5 or?. 
August 21, 1979. 

cc: Public File 



S i r s e  t h ~  ~ ~ n n c i i  cot k~ ~817~5uc-kCOUI~'J bas c:zoc&n 
elections b 1973, Act A=:93 o p x a t ~ eto extzzc t h e  t e n z s  cf 
Lhosa h l h g  wer fa offiec, w;w ware e l e c k e d  ~ E tktlX 

objecteG b ~ k - l a r ~ e  f . 2 ~&toter 28,xaathod of electfun, 
1977 letter of obje- stated t h ~ ttLe Attorney C e r e a l  
was t m U 6  .t=o conelude that t k c  change to at-lurqe electinns 
wodd mt ZlLaPc a r a c i d l y  discrimkatoq cpffact in Chezter 
County. Thus, A c t  a 9 3  has tha uffcct  of extending the 
tera of of fbe  for another year of t h s a  comty ~01mci1 
mahrs elected under a ~ldqvhic5 was illegally hq,lorscnM 
fr; violartion of Section 5 arid vhfc!~nay dcmy rreaszingiTcZ 
access to the plftical procese to the bra& resideat6 of 
Zhester Comty. 

Accordiqly, on beiralf of the A t m e y  General, I 
m ~ tebject to the operation of Act R.293 frza8mcll as it 
e x t a a a  the t- of offiue by one aGdftioaal yeax of those 
elected ax&r the at-lar5e 8ystm is violatfor: of k c t i o n  5. 

OE cocotae, as p&dc;i by Soc+Aai~5 of the Votfnq 
zdghts rsct,  you have tsbe rig5t to sccJc a dealartstart; -Jut&-
z s ~ tf m U a i t s c l  States D i s t r i c " ,  C o w  for the ttistricrt 
of C~lunbLathat tbiar ci.ran5e has xiaitiier the prpo~enor 
will have the effect of denying or abridging the right t~ 
vote on acczoant of race or color, XE addition, the Proce-
dures for the F M n f s t r a t i o ~of -ctim 5 (28 C.P.R. 51,2l(b) 
zab (c),51.23, and 51.24) psdt  yea to m q ~ e s tthe A t t m m e y  
Gerrcrnl to reconsider the objection. Emever, tntil t k  
objection i s  w i t h d r m i n  crr: tho jiziignent fron tho D i s t r i c t  of 
ColwS,ia Court o b t a h d ,  the effect of the objection by L?s 
A t t a r n e g  6eneSd ir to make the extension of tfic ter"s of' 
those boldfag over on the Orester Cotmty Ceunefl. for ow 
saaitioiud p a z  legally 011enforoeaDle. 

20 enable t h i s  Depmtnmnt to meet its responsibility 
to enforce the Voting Bights A c t ,  pleaea Mom ue 
bmadiatdy  upori r d p t  of U s  letter oi the course 
of actioa the S t a t e  of South Carolfaa W C M s t e r  county 
plan to W e  with reqmet t o  thA.8 8tat tar .  Sf have m y  
questions conuemdng t h i s  letter, please feel free to call 
u'ohn P. wt'ooa, D i r e c ? t O r  of the See+& 5 it, at 202-
724-7439. 

Drew S. Gays 111 
~ o a i e + ~ i t  GeaernlAtto-ney 

Civil 55qhts Zdvisfon 


