MAR 30 1975

Mr. Polman Lilienstern
City Attoruey

City of Yexas City

P. 0. Drawer 2603

Texas City, Texas 77390

Deay Mr. Lilianstemn:

This is in zeferesas to tha mumdered post pro~
vision governing the slection of City Commissioners
in Texas City, submitted to the Attovnsy Gemeral
pursumnt to Section 3 of the Voring Righzs Act of
1%65. Your subsission wes complsted an Pebruary 2,
1976, In accordmce with yeur yequest swpedited
conslideration has bsen giwem to this suimission pux-
suant to the procedurul guidslines for the aduini-
stxation of leeti.m 3 (28 C.F.x. 51.22}).

Aftexr a2 eavaful exanination of all the avell-
able fazts snd civeumstances and en enalysis of the
relevant deciaslons of the fadaxal courts, we sve
toabls to conclode as we sust undex the Veting |
xighte Act thut the owshered posk provision will sot
have s raclally discrisinacory effect. In our
analysis we heve given great weight te the factors

enumciatsd {n Whits v. 412 U.8. 3 (1973},
and the nuserous Cases tO z:m.mun.
iasluding the histowy a! ; Hesvinination
in ths avea, the sl bistory of the sincvwity

groups lawolved, the prasemecs of raeial Meec-veting,
mumte!mwm

mmtvumtbwo!mmwm.

history of the policy regavding the changs in
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guestion, and the pressusc of aggravating facters,

suth &8 oo st-large electoral schane. See also

%%ﬂ v. MeEsithem, 485 F.24 1197 (3t €ir. 1973)
Gravps v. Raguss, 378 F. Sepp. 68 (W.D,Tax. 1974),

Undey tbhe totality of the sircuestances I
sust oo behsll of The Atterney Cansral {ntarpose au
objsecion to the nusharad post provisien of the
Texas City Charter.

9f gouxse, tbhe Voting Rights Act pastuicts &
jesisdintion to seak approval ol changes subjest to
Section 5 by the United States Pistrice Cousk for
the Platrict of Calwedia irrespective of shether the
chasjes have besn subuitted to the utgucy Ssuwral.

Siscarely,

J. Bzanlay Pottinger
Aasistant Attorsey Gsnexal
Civil Kights Division




