Mr. W. F. Leign

Attorney at Lsw

Vaestern Inmsurance Juilding
Vecos, Texas 73772

neayr Mr. Leigh:

fThis is in refevence to the iuposition of
4 nuwabered posts requirement in tiie eleciion of
aldemuen lor the Towm of Pecos City, Texas, sub-
witted to the Attoimey General puravant to Section 5
of the Votimg Rights Act of 1965, &s amended. Your
sabmisslon wau received November 17, 1975 and
couwpleted on Janwary 23, l976.

wWe have glven caraful comslderatlon to the
gunnitted change and the supporting inforwstion as
vell as data coumniled by the Bureac of the Census
and inlotwation and couments ifrom Intarested parties,
On the basiz ol our analysis we ave unable to con-
clude, as we .wst under the Votlng Rights Act, that
thie lopositica of the nunbered posts voting require-
ment In the context of at large elections for aldermen
with staggerced terus will not have the proscribed
digeriminatory effect. Uur analysia, woreover,
indicates a stronyg possibility that racial blos
votiny exists In Pecog City., Recent Supreme Court
decisions, to which we feel obligated to give great
welght, indicate that the combinmation of tie above
fecatures way upave tie effect of abridging minority
voting rigirts under uilrcumscances such ag exist in
Pecos City. ceo Li.lte v, deusster, 417 U.u. 755 (L273)
Whdccowb v. Chaviua, wod U.s, 126 (Lv71).
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¥oxr the foregoing reasons, I must on behalf of
the Attorney General interjos¢ an objectiom to the
imposition of the nuzbered post require-qent in Fecos
City. OZI course, Section 5 pemits your seeking a
declaratory judgment frox the United States Listrict
Court for the I'istrict of Coluwbia that ti.e change does
not have the proscriped purpese or effect. However,
until such a judgwent is rendered by that court, tie
legal effect o. tha objection by the Attorney General
is to render tie changes in question legally wmenforce-
&ble.

Sinzeraly,

J. Stanley Pottinger
agcistant Attorney General
Civil Righte rivision
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