
'IreJ o a s  I?. Smith, .Zr.  
County kttornc-y 
Ft io  County 
?. 6. Urawer V 
~ ~ ~ r c a11, Tc-~~E:s7.5:.E41 

'this 2s in response to y o ~ rle t ter  of Janrtary 2.9, 
--1576,- in which y~ . i t:;i~k.dtstad to t!lc :\ttorney General 
rc :.glut j . a s  02 ' Co-art ofthe Yrio County ~ o ~ ~ n i s s ' i o n e ~ o  
,;'a17 1 3  an9 ii~;;cst 13, 1573, i:hictx redistricted the 
2nlr;- .:c;-r;isz.;Fa:i~~. ;,rc,cinct.s 2i1Z e r t ~ b l i s l t e dn e \ ~votin;  
iy,.~i:..Llcks , r c : , : ; , ~ ~ C i ~ k L y ,  CG, - T - a . - , , . .  ; ~ ~ . : r ~ u r - n ~  soctioa 5 of thz 
..'otin; . . k:i"hts Act  G.: 1465 .  Ygur ~ x ~ di ~ t t e ~ - the 

- e.: t-.c.? ,-,:.-. ,.:&..;ir:;nte.;f.ct?.s .,-erereceiwed by t h i s  i)t;piirtaent 
1 . '  . - 7 3  , 1971; ,:;:: .if:.;r~->ar*rJ 

I I:.e have ccnc,i(lercd the  z u b x ~ i t t c dchawes a d  
. : . u~?ozc ln~i7i.i:crizl.s { ~ swell as FnEorz~tioaend c m n t s  
r c c e i v c ~Erw3 ot5cr Lnterestcd ?axcFca. Gur review and 
; : i l~ivi ,i s  ch~r ; :th%: tkc co~-aLssfoner line^ asi: precinct 
t:rnrm un:~ecc:;s:irily l*:c:it~ntl-k:~i~ri.c~n:!iit:tc vot b;; 
~:.::tr<?i1;',)~ co:: ;~t~.  I.cilordirrj; t1-r.e f-S73 C c m i ~ i ,I.- .. Fi., t k c t  t o  
*.. . . 
::;,-j.c t:o::aty 55. I.:< 29. &y* Anglo and~ i ; e x i ~ s ~ - ~ \ ~ ~ ~ i i : ~ i ~ ,  

,?. '-.CI r . r . 7'ir .  1 'X  bliic;,. . Y, .dAtFn~to info;~zefi.on ~vailsbleto us, 
.?roposcci Cm2::is:: ior;:i- B r c c F n z t  3 is ap?rmimately 97L 
Ifzxican-kmricnn cil::',.:icvfztcs fro.;; the nonn of an ideal 

cf 2 ,793  by $59, thereby exccedhi; 
. .the aorsi by L7.5:h. ~..:-.,?t~wh-ila,Co:zaissio;lcr Zrcciact 2, 

ap7roairately i:si:; :'!z~:;io, is 574 (-?!+A) people uzrder the  
nom. Thits, i.;-&Iz-itiln;?r;c?,ir t ; ! ~ a t  ti^^ prccincr with tf.zc;. 

cri.2:-:.;(32( p ~ p u l a t i o n )  



Our ans iys t s  fu r the r  revcnls tha t  there  is a 
history of e t h n i c  b l o c  voting in FrFo County. Thcre 
is substantial cvidencc, -L,?cluGin~the nbscncr of cny 
Plexicaa-Ante-ricc.il rc?resentzition on the 8 m x b e r  
respportionn:cnf 2 0 ~ ; ~ i t t t . ~  for. the ~ Z a ir e s k > o n 5 F j l ~  
u~derrevis!;. , ~ii:?-t: CIXC ri3t 2f f0iS~Ci 
sccess t o  t h e  ? u i i t i , z a l  ;)recess i ~ iFrLc County. \?hen 
~ i . 1of ti~ctsccc:i:;iderxticn.~s are noted,  to;;ei;hzi: with 
the con f  i ~ u i x t l ~ na? t!>e plan,  p s r c i c u l s r l y  t he  
clcn2att .d sI:cpe 02 ?rec inc "L  ~rhfchererscs ~ i t honly 
c?. %YYG :.iexic.ttn-$,~i;~rica.n vc Cannot COLZCLU~C,popiilcttioii, 
SF. :,?r! r!.;.r;strinzcr t??e V a ~ i n gi:igI~co Act ,  tiraz t h i s  
ir;..>k 3 uctiar;:!:>:12 dgcs  hzvc ';kc 2urgose or e$fc\=c . . 

c2 a.bi-idgin;, t h ~1:ig5i VOLE 02 tth C . i ~ : i i ~ ~ - i ~ ~ m e r i ~ c n  
c i t i ~ z r i r y .  

.4ccoZdhgly,  in v ier  02 our enalysis and recent 
cour t  decis io:?~ to wXch WE fee1 obligated to give 

;ittar,2cy;c.12crq2 ~n tc r -pose  thc 1573-. .,.-.A, an objection t ov 

: : c ~ ~ s ~ r i c ~ f n ;oz *'!>ria C ~ u n t j . .  In a d d i t i u n ,  shce it 
:'L t ccr u~ciel-sLsndicg t ha t  stots Izv raquircs that 
l ~ q i - q?CJ comist;ionc;r,L,,L,, i?ue.zi-r~ztl i n c ~ccnfor-rx ~ i t h  
; > ~ ~ c i i r c Llints, tt:is cbjcrc.isior1 n 1 z o  rcnders ancnforce-
z b 7 , ~2 1 1 ~t c s < i l t i r t ~  ifi voting precincts.~ i l ~ i l ~ ~ : ~ c .  

' c ; ~CC'c:---? GS g z ~ v i d e dby Section 5 of the.Jl., 

ircting i:igh~s Let, yon  have the alternative of h t i t u t -
fng sn actfoa in tile Uni ted  States Glstr ict :  Court for 
the Zj ix t r ic t  oP . ; I L ~ ~ c L L > G L ~  E:eej:.ias declaratory judgmant 
t h a t  the pre:;zilL suLzIL:;sion 202s not hsvc the purpose 
ail3 t \ ~ i L 1no?.i.:rvl;; ckc. e f f e c t  oE denyin; G S  ab r id s inb  
t h e  r i -gh t  to ,:!?LC Lr) ~ : . P I . ~ C X SOA

C s 'liln"-d?;;c a i n o r i t y  
G L ! . 1,t~tiI S U C ~ I2..I L ! O ~ T C V C ~ ,  3 ~ 1 ~ ~ s  
1s< i:9zi~ .,*.:,.c:2: is G:;c:Li.-.c!, the 1373 Frio Zc~ihcjir e d i s t r i c t i L ~ g

..,?* 
i ; y I L tkcref ore, s ince  is our 



~ n d e r s t a n d ~ g  scheduled farthat primary e l ec t ions  arc 
two conz-lno,ioner ;~rec.Lncts on PZay I ,  f?75, I would 
appreciate your advis las xc by h p r i l  2 3 ,  1976, of the 
steps you intend t o  h?-e wi t : :  rcspcct to that  clcction. 

J. Stenley Pott inser 
Assfstnat :  Attorney General 

Civil Rights ilivision 


