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This ig in refercance to the iwposition of a
numbered pogt system with a majority requlrenment, the
change and addition of polling places, and bilingual
pTOCCd”*eq for the April 3, 1976 election for Liberty
fndependeni School Distyict, Llberty County, Texas
gubmitiied to che Attorney General puxsuant to Section 3
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended. Your
submiscion wag received on February 19, 1976. Although
ve noted your request for expedited consideration,
we were unable to comply,

The Attorney CGeneral does not interpose any
objections to the change and addition of polling
places, and bilingual procedures for the April 3,
1976 clection. lowever, we feel a responsibility
to point out that Scction 5 of the Voting Rights
Act expressly provides that the failure of the
Attorney Geucral Lo object does not bar any sub-
sequent jucdicial action to enjoin the enforcement
of such chnauges.

Le wus avted auring our c¢valuation of this
matter chat there ave few, 1f any, persons in Liberty
Independent Gchool District whose participation in
the electoral process would be made more effeciive
by the provisiou ai bilingual naterials, Please be
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anavised thait undexr Seciion 55.13(¢d) of our Interim
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o Lasoudpe Haaorlcy Groupsg, a

Luouneloged, Likerty Indepeondent
senool Distwics wmay conply with the mlnority langusge
reguivomendis of b sel by providing less then a com-
Dlobe diatyibaolon ob biiia;ual watevinls ws long as
stei welterinly avre pruvided €0 Langtaie witorilty group
mERLeTs WO w0 ] TOm roecelving thoaw,

Lo winawa wo bae oddition of Che majority
vols and MuaoeTod posl veoing requirccents to the
Laves elecuion of Sehool Board wmembers, after
vefully eronining this change wlth supporting
iPEOrmuuLOu anel comnents {rom interested partles,
sis of wecont court decloions, we
mablu teocoaciude, as we wust uader the Votilug
ks oty Chal s chonge will not have a raclally
iseriminatory elfect. Owr analysis veveala that
blnelks eonsiliute o substagatial proportion of the
population oif the LLD“]L] Independent School Distzict
ared theai blec voolng alony rtacial lines may exist.
Under cuch clrcumztonces, weceat Supreme Court deci-
sdong, te wibneb we Ieel obilgated to give great welght,
wndicate that the combinatlon of the above features
vould have the effcet of abridging minority voting
vights.  Tue reasouing of these receau cages is
_qugc“atu” Ly the fszcm Court's decision in June

o

~

ol 1973 uwhdoeh held that the multi-meaber election

sy slen, HEMCELCSL post and wajority vote requirement
ol Dallas and Yeumay Qountiles, Tewas, tended to abridze

wfvori ¥ VOﬁL,b OwWaY ﬂwd thierefore violated the
Pourteoncl Amendmont. 1lie v, Nezester, 412 U.S.

73' CLS73Y . ven aluw, ﬁ Lteomb v, Chavis, 403 U.S.
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cong, L wust on behalf

vaey Guneos ix )oso an objection to the
Lonart wagoericy voce features in the contewn
Lnvge cloctewns. df cou:su, Scction 5 permits

cecitluy approven of all changes affecting voting by
che Uunleed Suatos Dlsurier Court fox the District
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