
Mr. A l a n  C .  l.'.i{?J.~lcr 
C i t y  Attorney 
119 S o u t h  ibiain 
lock ha^:t , 'Zcxas 7 0  6 14 

Dear Ms. F i c l d c r :  

T h i s  i.s i n  r c f c r c n c e  t o  t h e  b i l i n g u a l  procedures, 
d c l c t j . o n  of t h e  p ~ o p e r t y  r c y u i r c i n c i ~ t  f o r  vot i .ng ,  chctnye 
i n  e l - c c t i o n  date, a n d  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  ~ : c c l u i r c ~ n c n t  for  
e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  i n  tllc C i t y  o f  I , o c k h a r t ,  
C a l d w e l l  County ,  T e x a s ,  s u b m i t t c d  to Lhc A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of t h e  Votj-ng K i g l ~ t s  A c t  
of 1965,  a s  amended. Your suhmiss.icn v:as reckived o n  
March 1 2 ,  1976.  

The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  d o e s  n o t  i n t e r p o s e  any  
o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h c  b i l i n g u a l  p r o c e d u r e s ,  d e l e t i o n  o f  
p r o p e r t y  r c q u j . ~ : v ~ n c n t , '  a n d  [:.ha c;I~nncjc i n  e l - c c t i o n  d a t e .  
Ilotrcver, w e  f c c l  a rc:fpc>nsj.l>i.l.j.ty't o  p o i n t  o u t  :.hat 
S e c t i o n  5 of t h e  V o t i n g  R i g h t s  A c t  e x p r e s s l y  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t11c Atto~:ilcy C c n c r a l  t o  object d o e s  
n o t  b a r  a n y  sul~:;cqucnt judic: ial  a c t i o n  t o  e n j o i n  t h e  
e n f o r c e m e n t  of such changes. 

W e  h a v e  ~ o n s i c l r ~ ~ c d  c a r e f u l l y  t h e  s u b m i t t e d  change  
t o  'majority v o t e  requir:cn~cn t and  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  j :nformation,  
a l o n g  w i t h  Census  Bureau d a t a  and  i n f o r m a t i o n  and comments 
f rom o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  Our a n a l y s i s . r c v e a l s  t h a t  
t h e  a t - l a r g e  c l c c t i o n  scheme f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  L o c k h a r t  
i n c l u d e s  &he use of s t a g g e r e d  terms and d e s i g n a t e d  p o s t s  
and  t h e r e  are i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  r ac ia l  b l o c  v o t i n g  may 
e x i s t .  
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lti gl~r:s P \ c : i : ,  th;.tt i:;lc 3.rl;plcmentai:i-on of a cti:ljo.*.ity vcji:e 
) . ' ~ ( i : l ~ . ~ i > ~ i l ~ ? l ~ ~ ~  clf . : :~riri~f.t~i~to~:y cffet.:tv ~ i . : l . l  I I O ~11ilve a r::cial 
o:\ v-otj.11g i : i~h ' i s  i n  t h e  Ci.;:y of T,oclcllas:t. 0,1 bc:lalf of 
tl:c l l ' i ' i ~ j : i l ~ ~  , 1 r t ? t ~  toG~~lei: i lI .  I: j - n t e ~ p s eni l  o b jc c t i c * ; ~  
t:hc st~bnllbi:cd I~I:Ijo,:.i.Ly v o t e  ~ e ~ l u i i ~ c i . ~ ~ i I I : .  

O f  course, S e c t i o n  5 13errlli.j;~you t o  seek a declara-
~ o x yj udgrncxlt f>:oi.ll t h e  D j . s  trict COI-IK~:for f:hc Jli.~;r:rllct 
of CoJ.~r~~bi:l orl.ty vote 1:~cit1:i.r(2rncnlst!:li;j l: thc ~ n a j  11ej.tllcr 
INS tllc pil'*:ilose i1o-r ~7i.l-1have the cffcci: 02 dcnyj.ng 
o r  a b r i d g i r ~ gr::lc i:J.g!:it t o  v o t e  on accouilt oC r a c e .  U11~i.l 
s r~ch3 j u ~ . l ~ ~ i l e l ~ tI.s i:erldercd by t h a t  coui.t,  I ~ O X I C V ~ L ' ,i:he 
1.cgill ciifect 02 the obj c c t i o n  o f  A t L O ~ L I C ~t:hc Gcilcrs1 
i s  t o  render uncnfo~.-ccablethis ci~:~lzgeJ.n t l ~ cmethod 
of c l .kc t ing  rnzu~berso f  the Ci.ty Council of Lockhar t .  

J. s I : G ~ ~ ~ . C Y  '.' P o ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ c I c  
A s s i s t a n t  Attorney Genera l  

C i v i l  I<j.gllLs Divls i o n  


