vir. Hayden Burns JUL 27 1976
Butler, Binion, Zice, Cook
& Kuapwp
Aittorneys at Law
1100 isperson Building
Rouston, Texas 7700%

pear Hy. Burns:

This is in referxence to the redistricting of
county Commissioner and Justlce Precinets and change
in =2lection precincts of Waller County, Texas, submitbed
10 the Attorney General pursuant o Section © of the
voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended. Your submission
was complated on say 28, 13876.

We have considered the submitted changes and
supporting wmaterials as well as information and comments
received from other interestad parties. adccording to the
1370 Census, Waller County is 52.5% black, 4£3.3% white and
3.5% Moxican-inerican,

2acial brsakdowns, by race, for the old and new
cormissicner precincts ware not supplied by the County.
A breakdowm of registered voter figures, by race, Zor tie
0ld and new ceomnizsioner precincts is not a sufficient
means by which to svaluate the redistricting plan. oOur
experience indicates that blacks have a lower rate of
voter registraticn than do whites. 4Yhus an apporiionment
pased on registration data is likely to have a dilutive
offect on the vote of blacks. See Ily v, Xiahr, 403 U.85.
108, 118-119 (1971) (pouglas, d¥., concurring). Purther,
chis approach to reapportiomment has been upheld by the
Supreme Court only when it groduces a distribution of
legiszlators not substantially different from that whica
would have resulted fror the use of a permissible popula-
zion hase (Burns v. iichardscn, 384 U.S. 73, 93(1988)).
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