
t4r. Russell R, Murphy 
Assistant Superintendent 
Plarshall Indc?cndcnt School 
Cfc t r l - c t  

Iiar!;hnf I, 'l'ccas 756 7 2 

:>earMr. Liurphj: 

This i s  in refereace t o  the c h g c  to a 
isLnjorLtyv o t e  requirmcmt for election to the 
iioard of Tmstees for Mar~1x111Independent School 
i.istrict, Texnr;, submitted t o  the Attorney General 
pnrsv~911t to Sect lorr  5 of tlxc Voting Rights Act  of 
1965, as amended. Your subniscioiz was completed 
oa L1ay 31, 1976. 

We 'nuve given careful consideration to the 
infornatior'c 5urnished by you as well as W e a u  of 
the Census dnca and information and comments from 
interested parties. On tihe basis of aur analysis 
we are unable t o  conclude, as we must under the 
Voting Rights A c t ,  that the Ss~posi t iono f  s majority 
v o t e  rcquirctneut w i l l  not have a racially discrinrinatory 
cEfect: hl the conduct of elections in Harshall Iade-
pendent School District, 

Qux analysis  reveals that blacks constitute 
a substentkl propor t ion  of the population of 
biarshall Independent School District and that bloc 
voting a l m g  r a c i a l  Lines may exist, Under thesc 
circwnstaaces, recent cour t  d e c i s h s ,  t o  which we 
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feel obligated Co give p a t  w e i g h t ,  indicate that a 
majori ty vote recluirement in the context: of at-large 
elections has the po ten t i a l  for abridging minor i ty  
voting rights. Scc White-v, i k ~ e s t e r ,412 U.S. 755 
(1973); tli~i.tcombv, Chavis, 403 ti .S. 124 (1971). 

Accorclinjly, air bcl-r;?lZ of thc: Attorney General, 
I nust intcrposc fin objec t ion  to the hplmentat ioa of 
n e j o r i t y  vo te  r ~ ~ c i r e & n tior elcction io the ljoard 
02 Trustees fay ilcrsllz?ll lndcpendent School District. 
GE course as arovided by Section 5 of the Voting 
L<.cFgIltsA c t ,  ycnr kwc the right to seeli a declaratory 
juil!gnent F,-onl the 117istrlct Court for the LtLatrLct of 
I : ~ l ~ ~ r i b . h  neither the pvpose nortkq C this change ~ S E  

v i l l  have the efgect of denykg or sbridging the risht  
to votc  on xccor~~zt  UntLlof race or color.  such judp~enr: 
is rendered by that Court, however, the legal effect of 
the objection by t'hc Rttortzey General is t o  mke the 
change In question l ega l ly  unenEorceable. 

J. Stanley Pottinger 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil  Rights Divisioa 


