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Deaxr uJdre VWheood

this Ls in vafevence to the change to &
numbeved place gystem for aldermsn elections in the
Clty or lVoodville, Texas, submitted to the sttornoy
Ceners:l pursusnt to sretion 3 of the Votimy wights
fet of 1365, e amendwed. Your submiszsion wae con-
nleteu on [ cptendber 13, 1976.

Ve hve piven careful coasideration to the
matevials and icformation you huve submitted as well
as information aad cozwents from other iptorested -
parties. Vo have poted particularly, the eleetoral
hiarory fa the City ot toodville, the {iancrease in
abnerity peliticsl amctivity, the lack of any black
czpresentation on the City (ouncil and the fact
that the nusmbered place gystem would be added to
an at-larxca election system.

'The pluce oystem in effect creatas geparate
aftfices and permits zach voter to vote for only onc
candidate in wsch plsce. In the context of an It~
large wlectoral system, and other factors as thay
aifeet the ¢lectoral process Im ths City of kpodville,
the opportunity for bluck woteTs to slact a vepre-
santativz of thelr clivoice to the City douncil is
siynlilcantly leusened by the addition of the nuasberod
place recalruezent. %ee ‘unston v. Scott, 336 ¥. Yupp.
?")6' 213 n.Q (1..Nc‘:o 197?)0
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ioxr these ressons, the sttornay Ceneral has
interpoazd objectlons wader Lection 5 af the Votipy
D iphrs fot to numbered placs systems in 0 number of
othwr ginilay Jurisdiciinns., we are umible to
conclude, s# e nest under the Votiuy Adlghis Acg,
thar the sidition of the awsbered plane [eature to
ghe vluection metbod ol The Jity Vouneil in the City
of Loodvilla will noi have the wivect of discriminat-
iny on eccnunt ol Tece or color, Theveiove, ou
behal? ef the ~ttorvaey Genersl; 1 must interpose aa
objection wasier Ycetion 5,

{«f course, as provided by Piction § of the
voting iiphts act, you heve the altornative of
inzgituting an actioa in the United itatee s{strict
Court fos the istrict of Toluwbls seuking o decliars-
tovy Judgacat that the changs to o aumbered post
sygteq ows uot have the purpose aad vill aot have
the ciioct of deaying or ubridging the right to vote
to me.bers of & pinevity proup bssed on xéce or
olav. ilowevar, mtil and wnless scoch o jadgment
& oblsained, the chxage to @ auwsbered place systen
or ~lderman wlections in the {lty of voodville,
2reg, i¢ logally uncaforetdbla,
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3incerely,

J. fitanley Pottinger

sssistant ~tTorney General @77

Civil wights ‘rivision .~
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