
!/ir. \J. C, Y~rtoo  
President, Uoard of Trustees 
Soncroct Indepcniisnt School 
District Post Offico Box 270 

Smiertet, Texas 78063  

'i-hio i s  in reference to the imposition of a place 
systom and the bilingual election procedures for tho 
ApriL 2, 1977 election for tho Somerset Independent 
Sclmol ~ i s t r i c t ,Texas ,  subnftted to the Attorney G ~ 3 e r z i 1  
pursuant to Scction 5 of the Voting Rights act of 1965, 
as arircltdccl. Your eubmisoion was received on January 17, 
1976. .Utl~oughwe noted your request for expeBikrJ consid-
eration, we were unable tro ccmply. 

'L'hc ;~ttorncyGeneral docs not introrpse at1 objection 
to tile bilingual procodurss for tk& April 2 ,  1977 election. 
;:owever, we foal a respmsibility to pirrt out that Section S 
of the Voting ftightc A c t  oxpresrrly provides that the failure 
of tho iittorncy General to object does not bar any aubnoqmnt 
judicial action to enjoin the enforccnont of such changc. 

In regard t o  the addition of tho place ayetcm to the 
at-large eicction of echool board members, we have made a 
careful srdxiatfon of  tho fnforr;r;ttion you pzovided and 
cornants f r o m  interostad parties, as well as recent court 
dccicione. Our analysfe reveals that Mexic~-Ameriaans 
constitute a substa~tialproportion of the population of 
the Soroersst Ir;iiopenBcnt Gchool District: and that there are 
indicntiono that bloc voting along ethnic Z h s  exists, 
Under such cfrcunstancas, recant Suprema Court decisfons, 
to which we feel obligated to give groat weight, indicate -
Cshat the conbfriation of tibe above foaturec; wuld have the 
effect of abridging minority v o t i n g  rights. 60s White-v. 
He cstar, 412 U.S, 755 (1973), and Baer v. United Status,n h  130 (1976) 1 485- 'see also ~inmef?i;. ~ c ~ a - t h e n ,  
P, 2d 1297 (5th C i r .  119731, a f - B  on other m u d s  



On the basis of our examination, ve are unable to 
conclude, as we ~ u s tunder the Voting Rights kt, that 
the impsition of the place system in the context of Lhe 
at-large election system for the 8chool board will not have 
a discriminatory effect on the basin of racu, color, or 
rem&ership in a language minority group, 

Accordingly, I must on behalf of the Attorney 
General interpose an objection of the imposition of 
tho place mystem for electing ~ a h o o lboard members in 
t;he Gomrset Independent School Distxict. 

Of course, Section 5 pcmftm your reeking a doalara-
to ry  judgment in the Uniteil  S t a t a t i  District Court for the 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia tirat the change does not have tho 
proscribed purpasa or effect irrespective o f  whether the 
changes have previously h o n  submitted to tho Attornoy 
: 1. ! lcwmvav- ,  ttnf; t l a jt~rfgment f8 byA ~ I Q I ~  ~ d ~ r o d  

r.t,&c r . d t ~ ~  tlm legal cttfctct o f  the objectian by tha
t, 

.\;. tax-ncry G3ncral is to mndier the ci?artgc in questior, 
I o ~ ~ a 1 l . yu~~ortfor~zeabls. 


Please advise us w i t h i n  10 days of the steps  that 
you intend to take  to coraply w i t h  t21io decision. 

Sincerely, 


Drew S. Days 111 
~ssistantAttorney ranera1 

civil ~ighteD i ~ i s b a  


