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4ir. W. G. Morton AN
Fresident, Board of Trustees
Somersct Independent School
District Post QOffice Box 3278
Scriexrset, Texas 78069

Deaxyr rir. Horton:

this is in reference to the imposition of a place
gystanm and the bilingual election procedurea for tho
April 2, 1877 electioa for the Somerset Independent
school District, Texas, submitted to the Attorney Genexal
purguant to Scction 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 13865,
as ancnded. Your submission was received on January 17,
1978. Although we noted your raquest for expeditad consid-
eration, we were unable to comply.

The Attorney General does not interpose an objection
to tiic bilingual procedures for the April 2, 1977 slection.
llowever, we feal a responsibility to point out that Section §
¢f the Voting Rights Act expressly provides that the falilure
of the attcrney General to object does not bar any subscguent
judicial action to enjoin the enforcement of such change.

In regard to the addition of the place system to the
at~-large election of school board mexbers, we have made a
careful examination of the information you provided and
corments from intercosted parties, as well as racent court
decisions. Our analysis reveals that Mexican-Americans
constitute a substantial proportion of the population of
the Sonerset Indepsndent School Digtrict and that there are
indications that bloc voting along ethnic lines exists.
Under such circumstances, recent Supreme Court decisions,
to which we feel obligated to give great weight, indicate
that the combination of the above foatures would have the
effect of abridging minority voting rights. Soe White v,
Reqester, 412 U.S. 755 (1973), and Beer v. United Btates,
§25 C.5. 130 (1976); see also v“immer v, McKeithen, <485 -
P, 248 1297 {(5th Cir. 1973}, affirmed on other grounds
sub non. East Carroll Parish School Board v, Marghall,

424 U.S. ©36¢ (197¢) and Gravea v, Barnes, 378 F. Supp.
640 (W.D., Tex. 1974).
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On the basis of our examination, we are unable to
conclude, as we rust under the Voting Righta act, that
the imposition of the place system in the context of the
at-large election system for the schocl board will not have
a discriminatory effect on the basis of race, color, or
membership in a language minority group.

Accordingly, I must on behalf of the Attorney
General interpose an objection of the imposition of
the place system for electing school board members in
the Somerset Independent School District.

Of course, Scction 5 permits your seoking a deoclara-
tory judgument in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia that the change does not have tho
proscribed purpose or effect irrespective of whether the
changes have previously becn submitted to the Attorney
Conaval, lHowevey, uni:il sueh a Juigment is rendered by
that cowl b, the leyal effect of the objection by the
Adtorney Goncral is to rendsr the change in question
Jugally unenforceable.

Please advise us within 10 days of the steps that
you intend to take to comply with this decision.

Sincerely,

Drew S. Days IXI
Asslstant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division



