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Box >R 
s , a 7S357 

This Lo i n  reEeronce to the change t o  a majority 
vote xequirc~antfor tlcctioa to Ronrd of Truatcos 
of tho a 1 S s  Independent School District, Croaby County, 
Ti?xas, submitted to the IrLtorncy Ccneral pursuant to 
S*ction 5 oE tho \rating Rights hcf of 1965, as anenCcA. 
Your sui,rission was xccoived on Pebruary 4 ,  1977. 

Wa havo given careful considoration to the inforna-
tion fuxnished by you as trtcll as auroau of tho Census data 
and i nforriation and colrments from iaterested pnrl ics ,  0x1 
the basis 02 o-ir analysis wo are urrale to coccludo, as we, 
C ~ U S ~under tile Voting ftiyhts A c t ,  that tho i~?ipocitionof 
a majority vote rccyuirc~\cntw i l l  not have a Jiscrininatory
effect on the conduct of e~octionsin the jtalls Independent 
School histrict* 

Araricans constitute 
a substaatfal proportion of t ? ~ e  of thc P a l l s  

Our zmnlysirr rovei?ls ? . ~ C ) C , ~ C Q L I  
~ ~ u l a t i o s ~  

1:tdcpcndent School District acd that: bloc voting along ethnic 
l ine s  ray exist, Under theso circu?stancea, reccnt court 
c?ocisions, to which we foel'oblfgated to give great wcfght, 
i nd ica t e  that a najority vote rcquir=ent b the context 
of ;it:-large elections has tho potential  for abrUI~ingminori%y 
voting rights, See V ? r ite v, izegcstcr 412 V.S.  755 (1973)r.--- -8 

~ l l i t c o r ~ bv, Chavis, 't"0m.~-r1971).---- 124 

Accordingly, on behalf of L!e Attoracy General, I 
rust interposa M ol>jcctionto the hp2emcntrrtion of tbo 
r.:sjority vote re~uiremontfor el-ion to the Ward of 
Crusteea of the R o l l s  Xaiiopeadent School D i s t r i c t . *  O f-



course, as provided by ScctLon 5 of the V o t i n g  Rights  A c t ,  
you have the r ight  to scck a declaratory judgncnt from t h e  
District Court  for the  D i s t r i c t  of C o l d i a  that t h i s  chenge 
has n e i t h e r  t!!e purpse nor w i l l  'Iravs the effect of denying 
or abridging the r i gh t  to vote on account of race, color or 
ncrhership in a language n i n o r i t y  qroup. In addition, 
Scctions 51.23 to 51.25 of the ?.ktorney General's Scction 5 
guideline& i18 C.F,R. 51.23-51.25) pcrnit rcconsidcration 
of t h e  objection sfiould you have naq inPor~:ationbearfnq on 
the matter. I!owcver, u n t i l  such t h e  as t h e  objection r,ay 
be ifitl~Crar?nor a judgccnt iron t h e  Dis t r ic t  of C o l ~ L D i a  
Court is obtained, the legal effect of the ohjcction by tho 
A t t ~ r n e yGcracxal is to ~ a k etho change to u rdjority vote 
requircr-,cnt legally uncnforceable. 

Sincerely, 

Drew S. Days III 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 



