
,ire muglas P r e w i t t  
A s s i s t a r . t  Superintendent
Lufkin P u b l i c  SchOOIs 
Post Offico Drawer 1407 
Lufkin, T a s  75951 

Dear Nr, Pxewitt: 

This i s  in reference lo the LPpositAon of the 
nusrbexed place feature arrd majority vote requir-t
for the election of ecbol  board mmabeza b the Lufkin 
1ndoi)cnilent School Dlstriat, aubraftted to tho A t t o r n e y  
General pursuant to Seation 5 of thct Voting N g h t s  A c t  
of L965, air a.rwmdeb. Your submissfon was completed on 
3aiauary 2 6 ,  1977. Although we noted your requests for  
cupodi t~dconsiderakios~,we have been unahle to respond
*until a3.0tino, 

We have given crareful considexation to t b a  hforc~a-
tlon funiehed by you, as well as demgraphic &a, the 
clecision frr -David v. Garrison, C.A. No. TY-73-CA-113 
(E,D, Texaa Jan. 27, m 5 1  , asid information furnished by
other intcreetcil parties. O u r  analyois reveals that blacks 
constitute approxfnately 28 parcent of the population of 
tho school dis tr iut ,  that vfth one exaeptfon blacks have 
not Won electoil a the eahool board, and that bloc voUng
along racial U e u  may exfat. . 

Under thew circirrrrtances, rcceat Sup- Court 
decisions, trD which we feel obligated tro give great might,
indicate that the combination of the nurdmxed place sad 
mjoritg requirements w i t h  an at-large eleation rystesp 
may have ths affect of abridging lninorfty votbg tights. 
S e e  b a r i t e  v. fie ester, 412 U.S. 755 (1973)r Beer v, U ~ i t e d  
~ t a t a 2 5U,S, r*(l976) pit&Jowish ~ - i t a t m ( .  
Carey, 45 U.S.L.W, 4221 (U.S, t4arah X, 197q). IVQ nro unable 
to concluUe, as we must uajor the Voting Righto A c t ,  that 
these requirements will not have a raaially dfacrbhatory
effect, 



J'lccordi-?gl:l, I r,ust on behalf of the Attorney Gcncral 
intorysse a,.. objection to thc irn,wsition of the nuzlfiercd 
place system and Llc majority vcte requirement for e i ec t i ng  
school board members in the Lufk in  Independent School C i s t r i c t .  

Of course, Section 5 pernits s e c k h g  approval of all 
changes affecting voting by Lye United States District C o u r t  
for the D i s t r i c t  of Colwbia irrespective of whether the 
changes have previously bean submittee to tho  Attorney 
General. Xowever, until such a juclcpent is rendered by t h a t  
court, tkc legal effect of tile objection by the Attorney 
Ccnaral i~ .to render the change to number& place ivld 
z ~ a j o r i t yvote legally unenforceable. 

Sincerely,  

Drew S. Days XI1 
Assistant Attorney Gcncral 

Civil Rights Uivfsion 


