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&lr. J e ~ yJacobs . . . . 
, . Superintendant, Rnymndvillc 

In&pcudcnt Sc1mol D l s t r i ct 
P.O. B o x  429 
RaymondviUe, Texas 78580 

D c a r  Mr. Jacobs: 

This is kt rcfc2rcncc t o  tho polling place changes 
Tor else Ilnymndvillc X~depcndentSchool D b t r i c t ,  submitted' 
to theAttorney General pursuant to Sactfoe 5 of the 
Voting E!!ghes Act of /965, aa araos~dcd, Your submboion 
was reccivc.2 on I~cbLxnry14, 1977, . ... . 

Y- ~~bnis~kXl~ 0 Z X j b t 6Of ' tho f01~owkrg~bnQ&C3 
-in the l o a t i o n  of polling places. 2110 polLLng p l a c ~for 
wccincc 1 (klillacy Counw Pxecincta 1 and 7) bas be- . 
moved froa ~ h cWymondvillo C i t y  H a l l  to the br icaa  
~ c g i o nLlal l .  The poll ing place for Prcckzcr 2 (WUbcy 
~ 0 ~ ~ 1 7P X C C ~ E ~2 ,  e, and 11) I= mo~cdkrn I 
location co anocher w i t h i n  fiapmondville Comaunity 
2f iG Iiistorical Ccntcr. 

I 
* 

. (  . , 3 . 3. . I 
. .. 'The Attorney Gancraf does not, interpose'oqg:.i. , 

objccrion to tho polling place change at the*Commaafty 
and B%Corical Center. However, we feel.a responsibility ' 

t o  point out that; Sect3,an 5 of the'voting =@at8 ACC 
qrcss ly  pzovictco that Cl;c f a i ~ w o'of the dttazzaey . ' 

General to object docs not bar any subscquoat; judbjtal 
action co nnj~lrr"chc orifozceo;terrt: of  a change. . . . 

Xr i s  our undoretonding t b f ;  ' g h c e  ve rccctved 
this ~u~u~z,~iG~iolttZlC school diStricEI iLS requixed by or-
of ehc 107th D i s W k t  Court; Willacy C o w  '(March lli, 
1477), lzas &sLpmtcd the S m i t h  Elenmtcrry S ~ ~ O O ?a the. ' . T 
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po~l ingp w  a r  &e mecinct zMars reriding in 
County Precinct I, artd that th%s-polllag place will be 
w e d  in t;he election scheduled for A p r i l  2# 1977, udcas  
the d h t r l c t  court ruliag is reversed oa appeal prior to 
the date of the election. Us also understanA that the 
creation of fjU3 Smith schOO1 polling place v i l l  be submitted 
to the Attorney General pursuant t o  Sscticm 5, 

situatrrrn with -pact: to polliug puce8 for 
the Apri l  2, 1977 electloa, therefore, i s  still uncertain. 
k?evertSrclcss, because of youz request for the e q d f t e d  . 
considaraticm of thla subiPLssioa and because of  the need 
of a resolution of  t h i s  mtter prior to the election, we 
aro responding at this t h e  

We w i l l  f irst consider the s l r u ~ ~ t i o aif only the 
Amor;tcan Legion BaU is used as a Precinct 1 polllag place. 
We kve  received uaxebutted repwantations indicating 
that the change in Ehe locatioa of the Precinct 1 poll* 
pfacc Eroa the C i t y  Uall t o  the Amxican Iceg3.m Hall l ~ a p  
have t:he purpose or effect of h y i n g  or abrLdging the 
right to vote on account of zace, color, or membership 
in o ~anguage'minority paup. Specifically, if appears 
that this change will result in a sigaificaat ~~~ 
for may M e K j F A n  A m z h m  v o w  mi- in C o r ~ l t g  
Preciact 1, . la addidan, the American ltagioa IhU ap-a 
to be a place where  many Heidcan Amsicans feal d c c m a .  

it a likC3ly that: the US0 of t b -?@&= 
w131 have the effect o f  de- participat;forr .byHexicaa 
APiertcans ih the A p r i l  2, X977 electias, iitlso note tbat 
ofAes a l t e ~ t i ~vexe available to the rchool d u e t  
to overcome t b  pr(lb3aas connectedMth the continued use 
of the C i t y  B a l l  as a p o l l i a g  place. ...I 'locaticm. . .. 

Oa the bash of tbBe bl;scrrrd cLrcur~strrnr?P-n, 
Attorney Gomxal is unable t o  conclude, ss he muat under 
the V o t i q B i & t s  Act, fhat the &a&e to tba tlse of  tho . . .. 
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b r h a n  -&an E a l l  as the polling pla&tor Raciaft 1 
wU1 not have the effact of diacr.rminatlng cra accouat 
of race, colaf:, or mmbexship ip a' language d r i t y  group.
Thcreforo, an behalf of the Attorney -1, I rnust 
iatorpwe an objection to tbe implemnntatba of fhia 
polling place charge, , .  

0%co-c, as provided by Sect- 5 of  tba Votirrg 
Eights A c t ,  you havD the r i g h t  to seek a declaratory 

r 	 judgnent from the D f s t r i c t  C o u r t  for the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia that this c h q  haa nefther the purpose rror 
w 1 1 1  have thc effect oE doaping or abridging the right 
to vote oa account o f  race, color or snabrshfp in a 
language minority group, In additLon, Sections 52,23 t o  
52.25 of the Attorney GeneraL1aSection 5 gddelixws 
(28 C,F.X, 51.23-51.45) p d t  rccons%des:atFoaof tbe 
ob,jectioa should you have w v  iafomatforz bear* oa the 
matter, Howaver, until such the as the objec th  map be 
withdraw or rr judgment from thc D-trict of Columbia 
C a u r t  i s  obained, the legal effect of the objectSoP by
che A t t o m y  General ia to  mLce the change to the hPerican 
Legion Hall legally unenforceable, 

Ilt i s  our unders&ndipg, be-, that the use of  
the Smith echo01 as a polling place location vGlld effectively
oliminnte whatever problems nay be czeated by tb chaga 
fram the C i t y  Hall to the American Legion Ball,.  .Theref&, 
the Attorney General. docs not interpose any objecfioa to 
the w e  of the American Legion Hall for voters residing 
in C w t y  P r e c b c t  7 Lf the Smith Elementary Schml %sused. 
Zf the school dbtr ic t  decides pot to use the Wth school 
polling place Eor the Apri l  2, 1977 electioa, please notify 
Voebg Secrion Attorney David H u n t e r  at 202--739-3849, 

As wcrc po&tcd out above, Sctcticm 5 of t b  Voting 
Rights Act  expressly prQVi.dot, a t  the fil-e of the 
Atmmey General t o  object doos not bar any subeequent 
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jud ic ia l  action t o  enjoin the BDforcemmt of a chaqp. 
ZJo should futther poiat out that the A t t o m y  -ral 
laas no atrthwity rn waive the 60=day perfod for tb8 
~ f d c r a t t o pof a subPissLon and, as our ~~ 
indicate (see 28 C,P.R. Section 51.22), we may recawbe 
our posit ion an your s m s i n o  should ve receive additional 
bformation concorOfDg the C- bvoting procedure prior 
to tihe expiration of the 60-day period. Sbould such 
ZxSomatioa warrant a c-e A n  the Attoribey Generalts 
detazndnatiorr, you w i l l  be so advised. 

Drew S, Dsys I11 
-1 AttorneyA8s%tant 

DfvisianCivU 


