
I-&. I?. 2. ;iiller 
Superintendent 
Srnirie Lea Independent 

Sclmol D i o t r i c t  
Box 12 
2rairia Lea, Texas 76661 

This is in reference to the imposition of nurbered 
place and majority vote requix~ontsfor the election of 
school h a r d  members of the Prairie Lea Independent School 
District, submitted t o  the Attorney General pursuant to 
S c c t i ~ n5 of the Voting Rights A c t  of 1965, as =:ended. 
Your submission was rcceivec? on Februaxy 10, 1977. 

We have given careful consideration to the information 
you have provided as well as to reLevant demographic &La 
and court decisions, The courts have held that, the 
context of at-laxge elections, the imposition of numbered 
place and majority vote requirements can have a discri-
minatory affect on minority political influence. See White 
v. iiegester, 412 U.S. 755, 766-67 (19731, and Zina?.er v, 
wicathctn, 485 F.2d 1297, 1305 (5th C f r .  1973), aff'6 sub 
nom, East Carroll School Board v. Marshall, 424 U , S .  6 3 
ma 

Our analysis reveals that Xexican m i o a n a  constitute 
approxfmately 20 percent of the district's population and 
blacks approsknably 10 percent. No minorities serve 6n the 
achool board and, aaegt  for one who later withdrew, there 
have been no minority candidates at least since 1969. 
Although we have no specific evidence that t h i s  absence of 
minority participation i n  the affairs of the Prairie Lea 
independent Schml Distriat i s  either the direct or indirect 
result of disarhination, your aubmisofon indioated no 
compelling need for the adoption of the nunbexed place and 
uajority vote requirements, and in the course of our sesearch 
w i t h  respect tu -ge we have discovered none. 

Xn tirese aircumstmcoa, the A t t o r n e y  General i a  ur~able 
to determine whether or not the kaposition of nunbazed place
and wrjority vote requirements by tha Prairie Lea Indeptsn-
Bent School D i s t r i c t  has the p u p a e  or will have the effect 



of denyhag or abridging tho right to vote on account of race 
or color. &cause the burden is on the s*dmltt ing authority 
to prove the absence of diacrininatfon, Section 5 of the 
Vcting Rights A c t  requires L l a t  in such a situation an 
objection be interpsed. See 28 C-FeR- Section 51.19, 
Accordingly, on bsha1P of tIae Attorney GBncraI, 1 must 
interpose an objection to the numbered place and majority 
vote requirements. 

If, however, you have new information indicating that 
these requirerats do not have a discriminatory puqwse or 
effect, you ray request us to reconsider t h i s  ilatannirsation, 
See 23 C.F.R.  Sections 51.12, 51.12, and 51.24. Xn addition, 
Section 5 permits the Prairie Lea Independent School District 
to seek a declaratory judgment from thc United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia that .the inposition of 
nurhcred place a d  majority vote requirements does not  have 
tI1o pury;ose and will not have.the effect of denying or 
abridging the right  to vote on account of race, color, or 
menbarship in a language minority group. Unt i l  the ob-
jection i~ withdrawn or such a declaratory judgment ob-
tained, the legal effect of t h i a  objection is to renSer the 
numbered place and majority requirements unenforceable, 

Drew S. Days IZI 

Assistant A t t o r n e y  Ganaral 


C i v i l  Rights Division 
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:~: , i-,,,_, - ..L2,-. iz res;)ocsc to p a r  r s q i l e s ~f o r  
, . ,-

rzcsnslacrction o r  t k e  o>j ection interposed 
i 1 1 9 7 7 ,  co t k e  inposition o.?n11~7.iiercd 
place ;;;nj vc t 2  r~q t? i r eze~? t s  the~ z i t : r  f o r  
eiecciaf i  of gc'r,ooi 3oard lzsr&ers of tll.l,e ?rai-rLz 
Lsa ~ndeg2ndentSchool Z i s t r i c t ,  Texas. lour 
t-ccluls 57,3y received o n  January 5 ,  1973. 

C ? =  -
A ,  ~ e v agivea carsfu l  consiSerarion to the 

ne77 inEomr2tion .EurnisIled by you.  C n  the basis of 
irur .:lcai:jrsis o2 th is  LnEomatiorl,  we have concluded 
c;,12c i--is c!- lq~ has neither t h e  p c q o s e,,,,.+ ...o nor will 
as~.retLe zffect of 2enying or a 5 r i d ~ i n gthe r i g h t  
L

LC 772t2 O X  ~ C C 05 race ,~ ~ c o l o r ,  or membershipO 

:i.n 2 i:~n:-;~z;.;crL1ir.ori.ty group. 'I, thcreFore,  on 
? -
;>ei.ikL.'i  02 chz A:c,onz~ Generai all: withdriiwing t he  
p r w i s u s l ; ~interposed objection to t h o  numbered 
:>Lzcr 2nd n ~ ~ . . j o r i t yvore requirement i n  Pralzf c Lca-
in<;ependcnt School  D i s t r i c t .  Tic ?eel a responsi-
5 i i i ~ yto 2 o i z ~ou t  tl lat Section 5 oE the Votk^,,.;.-. -
:<I. ,ArL3- ACC e:c>ressly ;-)-~~vid.es to,-'- that the f a i l u s  
c'ajsct  baeu n o t  bar sny s~bsequentj u d i c i ~ lacclon 
20 crijof-? Lie cnZosccnent of sucil cl~ar~ge. 


