Lengranle .. WL Scott
Lounty Judge

Caldwell County

fost Office Box 1050
Lockhart, Texas 70644
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ZJvar Judge Scott:

"his 43 in raference to the redistricting of
comcissioner precincts in Caldwell County, Toxzas, submitted
to the Attorney Germeral pursuant to Section 5 of the Voiring
Rights Rct of 1963, as amended. Your oriaginal submission
was received on April 3, 1976. additicnal informaticn was
recaived on Septenber 7, 1576, and June 3, 1977.

W have given careful consgiderxation to the irnforma-
tion Zurrished by you as wcll as Bureau of the Ccnsus data
and informatlion and comments from interssted parties. oOr
the basis of our analysis, we are unable to conclude, as
we must under the Veting Sights Act, that the 1373
redlgtrictine of comalssioner precincts in Caldwell County
will not have a diacriminatcry effect on minority groups
in the county.

Gur analysis reveals that dexican Anericans congtituts
over 30 percent of the population of Caldwell County and
chat blackg constitute between 13 and 21 percent of the
county population. %o make a determination under Scction 5
with raspect to the commissicner precincts we need to knew
che raclal coupogition of theso pracincts. Tha statistical
informaticon that you have provided dces not enable us to
Jetornine tils raclial composition. althiough our indepeadeat
research suggests praliminarily that the precincts deo not
rave a discrininatory affect, we have no basis for being
confident in tads conclusioca.
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The Lttorney Generalts Procedureg for tiie ~Aiminig-
tration ci Scecticon § of the Veting Rights Act provide thah:

I{ the evidence as to the . . . effcct of

the change is conflicting, and the Attorney
Caneral is unable to resolve the conflict

within the 6G~day period, he shall, consisgtent
with the above-dascribed burden of proof
applicable in the Tistrict Court, enter an
cbjection and so nctify the subniitiing authority.

{8 C.F,R. £1.19).

Accordingly, I rust, at this tine, on behalf cf the
Attoxaey Ceneral, lnterpose an objection to the radistriciing
of coruinisgioner precincts in Caladwell County. Fowever, we
uave recussted the Ccnsus Dureau to provide us with enumcra-
ticn district statlistics on the location of Mexzican mericans
in the county. 3hould this information indicate that the
redistricting plan dces not fragrent the minerity porulatien
of Caldwell County or should the county he ahle to provide
itew informatiocn showing that the redistricting does not
adversely =ffect the tential of minority groups in the
county to elzct a candidate of thelr choice, ws will be
willing to reconsider the objection.

Sincerely,

Drew S, Days IIX .
Assistant isttorney General
| Civil kights DLivision




