ocT 5,1977

Mr. J. W. Dooler

Assistant Superintendont for
Business

Lamar Consolidatad Indarondand
School PRisivict

Administratior Luilddng

430 mact Coadian Tvrive

ncoenbrrg, 'exnas 77471

Jeary lir. Dooner:

iiis is in referonce to tnhe bilinqual clection

vroceanres for fhe ianmar Coasnlidated Independent Cchool
Tictrict, Fort Bond County, Texag, subnitted Lo the Attermaey
¢rneral rursuant to Sccotion 5 of the Vetdng Diahts Mot of
iGun, as anenAacd.  Yoar suabnicsion was complnL-u on August 1.
1077,

In reqard tn the bilinqual uritten materials used Ly
i school ddctrict, the Attorney Goeneral dons not interposc
any objection to the chanyge in question. MHowever, we feel
A ru"won515111 ;v to point out that Suction 5 of the Votina
dants Act Cxprbﬁnl) provides that the fallure of the fttorney
Ceperal to object doss not bar any subseguent judicial action
we enjoli the enforcarment of sucl: change.

I: rooard to ti® sehool district's bilincual oral
coeuistance program, we Lave given caroeful consideration to
the information furnished Ly you as well as information
And comments fron interasted parties. On tiie basis of our
analysis, we nrc unable to concluvde, as we nust under the
voting Rights Act, that the Lamar Consolidated Irdependent
School Blstrlﬂt i *ll¢nrual oral acssistance nroqran does
not have a discriminatoryv affact an foxican “rericans in
tho schipol Cistrict.
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our analysils reveals that 'ioxican Aericans coastitute
a significant proportion of the porulation of tha Luanar
Conoslidated Independent Schocl “:igtrict and that a substan-~
tial proportion of thce Texican Arericans reod agssistance
because thev are llilcrata in both n:¢lishi and Spanish.
Leaders in the ,wwican Mesrican cormenity coasider it very
important that roonie clioten to provide ascistance in
Spanish be identified with the iaxican Junerican convanity
in order for languace ndncrits citirens to articipatce
fully and ciiveciivalyr in e clectoral process,  Ie addition,
Section £5.1C of thny Xinterpraetativoe cndidelines o the
,m”lomvnha,.nu 0l the rIOViuiOﬂh of {he Voblag Righte And

Nocarding Lencuago inority dreouss {11 Fod, nege 295%%

(1976)) sets forth the follewing as a guide for comclicuce
with the language rinoriiy reguirements of the Voting iddchis
Mot

«. Jurisdiction is more likely to acihicve

comprliznce with these requirements if it

has worked with the cooparation of and to the

satisfaction of orqanizations represcating

ranpers of the apnlicable lanquacde minoritcy

Groun.,

wite achoel Gistrict nas suprlied no information
rcvoali‘ contacts or cormunicationa with reprasentatives
of vexican Fuericens in tbo coramanity who wou]d bhe nowledge-
abln about the need for bilinsual oral assistance awt who
would be able to suogest ifaizdcan Jucorlcans to provide sucu
ussistance. lcither have our contactes with the jlerican
arerican community astaklished that any such contacts or
consultations Lo thve szhool district have heeoen made., [oro
imiortantly, nowevaer, information we have receivec fron the
Moviean furerican coremunity indicatos that Nexican Anericans
in fact conuvider the coral assistancs that 15 available
inadedgaate Lo accure cffective voting by thosa ncnding
aessistance.
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Lnder Sbctiua 5 of the Yeting ~dglhite Act the burden
is on the submiitine authoriiy to estan‘xsw that tnhe change
submitted docs not hove a discrininatory effect. (S<e 28
C.F R, 5:.12). our analysis Jdoco not siow dhat the ILamar
Consolidatet Lidepanaent dScheol istrict aas carried that
burdea. accordincely, I sust, on behall of the Attorncy
Gereral, inteyncss an objoction to the bilingual oral assiz-
tance progran £ar the Larmar Cunsolidated Indenandent School
Listrict
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vowever, if wvou have informatian suowing that our
waderstandiiag of the mchool district's Lilingual oral
asaistance projram i incorrzct, or if thre school dlstrict
ciianges its oral assistance progran te poroe accuratelsy
rceflect thoe necds of Lhe Dexdoen Jooarican comenitv, yoil
nay ask th ﬂrtrrsc; sereral o yeoonsicer his objection.
ionn 51.21,
o]
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-
Sezc our -\v“loz BoTaildelines, P V0N, sool

51.23 ana 51.24. Saeh informution nloht o udw, for
exanple, covidence of consulintions with fomd rerican
groups in thz soehoel Jiseriol anl oo wse of ’-"rWJeters
suggeste.d Ly Such grouns, apscintient ol evienn oricans

22 clection juduen an’ clwris, rather fhan just intornreteorn.
and oeaer ovidence of inrat frow dnyican Jrericans in the

corianity in b formulacion of the school Jdistrict's
“_llnrual LBTOULTI.

GF conrsi, as provicod v Sactden b oof the Veitdine

vkl Az, vou have tihe richt to sech a dueclaratory
judgment’ from the Listricet Court for the vistrict of Colunt:ia

- h
Cank chiu chanage doas not have he purposs aid will not have
Lo i feet of donviao or al.rideing whae righat Lo vols on

eownnt of raco, coler or mupizershir- in n language minoxrit:

homcv~r until such time an the cbjention may Le

0.

vithuirauin oY & jv.“.ont frorn thn '1rtvlv1 of Solurbia oyt
shhaduen, e leaxd afffcoet of ths objection hy the +tovncy
Gineral ic o po rake the chaange in guestion unenforeceabilc.

Sincexely,

iirew &. Lays I1I
.ssistant Attorney General
Civil irights bivision




NX. J. W. Bocher

Assistant Sureri
Business

Lamar Consolidated Indeuendent
Scheol ichricl

Administration D ilolneg

930 Zast Stadiuarm Lrive

twoacnbaerg, Yarns 77471

Lear Mr. LZoover:

This ig in roference to your raquest that the Attorney
Soneral reconsider his Oatober 2, 1977, obijection under Section
of the Votling Ricuts Act of 1965, as anendad to the bilingual
oral assistance pregrom for the ILAamar Ponsolidateﬁ Indenendeat
Jcamel Districi, Fort Gend Tounty, Tomas.  Your raquest for
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reconsideration was reanived on Ootoher 17, 1977.  In occor-
cance with vour reojuest, cxpedlited consideration has bean
cgiven this submissicn pursuant to the procodural guidelines
for tiw administration of Sweetion § {08 T F.R Section 51.22).

~ We hwove given careful consideration to the information
g
which you hane recently forwvarded as well nz information

and cormments from intorasted partics. Ve have taken narticular
note of the fact that you have consulited with rapresentativaes
of the Votor Rnristration and 'fducation Project in Fort Rend
Cocunty and assicned Mexican \v@rlvar clerks suggested Ly

0 the colling places usad by Ihr dchool digtrict. O
ssin of thic, it is our ovinion tthat the school districtt's
ual oral assistance srogram will now assguare that

2 ninority citizens who need aczsistance no effectively

¢ thelir ridht to vote will receive such assistance.

\Q
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nherzfore, on behall <f£ the A*torney Goneral, I an withdirawing

the chjectlon to the bilingual oral a551atance cregran for

tne Lamar Conaclildaited Indecendent Schocl Listrict., Tha

deocision €0 withdraw the ohijection ls based on cur wnder-

staading that the cral assistance procedurns now in affect

(i.2. consultationz V‘LA Pmxdioan Moerican groung ia che

community cn the vand for as’ pravisicn o8 oral assistance)

will bz uscrd Ffor 211 olections conducted by the scehool district,
Sincerely,

Drew 5. Days IIXI
Apssistant Antorney Gencral
Civil Rights 2ivision




