e s i

Lire Jhinmy Goodson

Lean of Adininlstrative Services
Southwest Texas Junicr Cclloge
Real, Uvalde, and Zavala Countics
Uvalde, Texas 73301

Near Me. Goodsen:

This is in reference to the polling place change for the
clecticn of Trustees of the Scuthwest Texas Joint County Junior
Collepe District, subinitisd to the Attcrney General pursuant to
Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1963, as amenced. Your
submission was received on Felbruary 27, 1978,

Your suvission invelves a change in the Crystal City polling
place from the S and L Building to the Zevala Agricultural Exposition
Nailding. Your subraission explainsg that Ycontrol of the huilding
housing: the existing polling place has changed hands and the new
partics sre reluctant to allow its continued use as a polling place.
The propesed new site will provide betier facilities, more parking
arca, and is equally accessible to all Crystal City voters as the
former site was."

Under Scection 5 of the Voting Rights Act, changes such as the
one in question here cunnot be made unless the Attorney General is
persuaded that they do not have the purpose and will not have the
cffect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race,
colory or membership in a language indnority group. In order tu make
the determination requiree ot the Atterney Genoral under Section 3
we have carefully studied the information you have provided as well
as inforination provided by and views of otier interested persens.

Lasec un thids Inyuiry, it is our understanding that the Sand L
Building remains available as a polling place and indeed will be used
on April 1, 1978 as the polling place for the Zavala County [loard of
Education. Concecrn has been expressed to us that the use of a2 polling
plact at a separate location ny the Junior Uclicze District will have
the effect of reducing siexican Arnerican participation in the
clection. In additivn, ve have roen told that ficxzican Ainericans are
generally less farniliar with the Agclenlturs] Exposition Building than
with tie § and L Dullding and icel jess welcoine there.
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Under these circumstances we are unable to conclude that
?

tne polllng place change |
will not have tac oifoct

qa:rw’tirm does not have the purpose and

of vunyiig of atiridging e right o vete en
account of race, mk cr f.'....-quS dp dineoa lumpuage mincrity group.
Accerdingly, on “unzli of tic nttm ney iogncrzl, ©inust interpese on
chjection to t!‘:e.' shanpe 0ot Jocution of e Crystal ity polling
place {or the alooiiog o vr:;;tc.--.':s cf the Yootineoost Toxas Joint
County Junicr ¢ allrae istrict dran the S ano U Butlaing to the
Javala Apcicelturad epasition Suilciae,

Under the Precedures {or the Adiministration of Saction 2, 28
CLEOG S1.2kB), 51.23, and 51.24, you ey request the Attorney
veneral to reconsider this objection.  In addition, as prnviu’eﬂ &y
Suction 3, you have the cizht 10 seck & deciaratery ;ua,vn ent iron the
Lipntes! States Uiistrict Jouwrt for tne istrict of Colurabia that this
wclling place change doex not have the 1\r0‘~”axte.u discriminatory
purpese or oflects However, until tiue dljjection 13 withdeawn or the
caclaratory judgioent cotained, the chanpe s l_','!!y unenjurceaale.

Finally, because an elaction is scheduled to be aeld on
Auvil 1, 4)7o, plc age cm, us irmediately, by telegx.cmn voting
Scetion Atterney Davidd (. Liunter at 202-7339-3349, of the '}u*‘uor
oo clstrict’s rousponst 1o this objection

incerely,

Jobany fuerta
Acting Assistant Attorney General
Civil Righits Division



