
?.!r. !d. 2, Parrisfi, Suixrintcndent 
Kcckcs 1ndcpnder.t Sc3eol i?istrlct 
Zox 12'3s 
Ncches, Ttxns  75775 

Tthh is In rxfercnce to the numbered p o t  act majarit./ 
regufremenk for the election of members of ttit b d of Trusten of 
ttic titcches Jndcpndcnt School Ulstrlct of Anderson County, Texas, 
suhnlitted to the Attorrtty Gcneraf pursuant to Section > of the 
Vcrti~lg ftigi;rr Act of 1965, 43 mer.tcc!. Your subr;;tsrlan was 
cornplctcci on FcSrucry 6 ,  1378. 

'Xc have qivcr, coreid consideration to tho InPorn~ationyou 
have furnis!wt$. Our anatysis rcveob thtrt blacks constitute a 
stik~tantisiproportJan uf the poprdation of the Nwhes Independent 
School I!Ir;trict, that trustccs arc clcctc5 at  Iargc with staggwed 
terms, ant! that bl~cicshave nut been elxtix! tv  the b a r d  of 
Trutecs.  Undcr t h e e  circurnstanms, recent court decisions, to 
rx:!tlch feel obligated to give great welgrtt, indicate th t  the 
nuz3cred post  and majority vote reqrrircments cwld havc the 
potential far abr ldg in~  niinority voting riglrts. See -White V. 

!;e,??fter, 41 2 t!.L 755, 76667 (1373)j -Zitnmcr v. h!cKcIt!~cn,485 
P.211 1 Z*>/, 1.305 i5th Cir. 19733, afftrl sub con). Edst C'srrafl School 
-T,cc..rd v. i6+arsflall,42q G.S. 4-36 (197617 Koblnson v. Caa~n:issloncrs 
Court, Anderssi~Cotinty, 3U5 F.2d 674 (Stii Cir. 1473). 

Section 5 of the Yoting Rights Act plzces upon the submitting 
authority the burden of pruving that a rufmfttod change In voting 
practice w d  proceeure dues not have ti racially discrimirwrtory 
purpcse cr ef fcct. (Scc Ctorgia v. fJniteC Stetcs, 41 I U.S. 526 (1373); 
28 C.F.Z. 3i.iY.) kcauso of the potentld for QUutfng black voting 
5rrcn;;ih Inherent in the osc of ;nrizbercd p o t  and majority vote 
reqr;irsmcnts for the hcc!!clindependtnt School Dlsttict md bucause 
the 9inrict has advanced rto comjxlflng rerm for their use, we art 
unable to conclude that the bwden of proof has h e n  sustained end 
?:!at the irriyaition of in the context oftl.rc8e r e q ~ i r e m ~ ~ n t s  an at-
l a l ~ csystetn will  wt Fave a racially dfsctitninstwy cffccr in the 
N x h c s  fndc;i>cndsnt >ciioclJ District. Accordingly, ocr befulf of thc 
Attorney General, J muat Interpose an objection to thc 
i m p l e r n e ~ t ~ t l c nof ere numbered post imd majority vote requlrerncnts 
for the election of mernbors of the Roar4 of Trustees oi the Ncchcs 
Inrlc~xndoot.fchcoi District. 



Oi coarse, wi ~ r o v i ~ e r iby $ k c 2 i ~ i \J of the V o t i n ~Rf8hts Act, 
yo.^ have tkc r15ht to seek a Waratory jbdgrncnt from the G d t t d  
Slates Elltrict Court fcr the District of CoiumSis tttat thls c h g t  
h a  nclthcr th: pww,~ ,nc: wlll  have tkc eftrct of dcrrylqj w 
sbtidsinij tht right t o  v ~ t ccn accuunt of race or color. In ndditian, 
the Prwrducs for the At'r~~inistratiarlof Sedan 3 (38 K.F.R. 
9i.21(b), S l . 2 3 ,  an:! S1.Zti) per:rtjt yut; t~ r e ~ t ~ e s tt t ~ c  Attviney 
Genera1 tc r v c ~ n s i d e rtl-ic*~ t j e c t i ~ ~ i .  ohjectior, isiIov.ever, untli ti* 
wititarauit or t?c- juci~:ncr~tfro:;: t l ~cG i ~ t r i c toi C'olu~i-&iaCourt 
obtrrineC, r t : ~ellrct nf ti:%o;'rjecticn by the A t r ~ f i c yGeneral jr t c  
l i i i i ; ~ t h e  nu:r:Lcrvd pC%t ;t:;l ri ,~jorityY O t c  l e ~ a l i yf t ~ ~ k ~ l i ; ~ f i t ~  
:in~nlo:cu"~ni:. 

Slncerely, 

3arncs P. Twner 

Acting Assistant Attsrncy Gcnerd 


Civil RIgh ts Dlvision 



